Notice of Development of Rulemaking

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Commission for Independent Education

RULE NO.: RULE TITLE:

6E-5.001: Religious Institution Letter of Exemption

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To implement legislative changes found in HB 1255 (Ch. 2025-110, Section 33, Laws of
Florida). Topics under consideration are modifications to Rule 6E-5.001 and Form 113, Application for Religious
Institution Letter of Exemption.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Nonpublic religious postsecondary educational institutions not subject to
licensure by the Commission for Independent Education.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1005.06 (1)(f) 3. c., 1005.22(1)(d), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1005.06 (1)(f), F.S.

A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN
BELOW:

DATE AND TIME: September 10, 2025, 10:00 a.m.

PLACE: register for the webinar at https:/events.teams.microsoft.com/event/
£3250ff3-71b7-47£3-8004-37a5019285bf(@63bf107b-cb6f-4173-8c1c-1406bbS5cb794

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY
OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Tiffany Hurst, Executive Director, Commission

for Independent Education, (850)245-3200; or tiffany.hurstl@fldoe.org.

To comment on this rule development, please go to https://web02.fldoe.org/rules or contact: Chris

Emerson, Director, Office of Executive Management, Christian. Emerson@fldoe.org.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS:

Available at https://web02.fldoe.org/rules.
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6E-5.001 Religious Institution Letter of Exemption.
(1) Definitions. As used in this rule, a “letter of exemption” means a letter issued by the Commission to a
nonpublic religious postsecondary educational institution eelege providing that the institution has met the

requirements of state law and is exempt from licensure net-subject-to-gevernmental-oversight.

(2) The Commission shall issue a letter of exemption no more than once annually, after receipt of a properly

completed application on CIE Form 113 and approval from the Commission. CIE Form 113, Application for
Religious Institution Letter of Exemption, is incorporated by reference to become effective December 2025 (DOS

Link) upen-the-effective-date-of this+ule. CIE Form 113 may be obtained without cost, from the Commission’s

website at www.fldoe.org/cie or by writing to the Commission for Independent Education, 325 West Gaines Street,

Suite 1414, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400.

(3) The sworn affidavit portion of CIE Form 113 shall be executed by an Officer, Director or person holding a
similar office with the religious institution.

(4) The Commission shall not issue a letter of exemption where it has not received a properly completed CIE

Form 113 and approval from the Commission. Upon request from the Commission. the institution shall submit

documentation demonstrating compliance with s. 105.04. F.S. The institution shall submit such documentation with

30 days after the request.

(5) Duration. A letter of exemption is valid for one year from the date reflected on the letter.

Rulemaking Authority 1005.22(1)(d) FS. Law Implemented 1005.06(1)(f) FS. History—New 6-22-09,
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APPLICATION FOR RELIGIOUS

INSTITUTION
LETTER OF EXEMPTION

SECTION 1005.06(1)(f), F.S./ RULE 6E-5.001, Fla. Admin. Code

Instructions: Email the completed application to cieinfo@fldoe.org or mail the completed form
to:

Florida Commission for Independent Education
325 W, Gaines Street, Suite 1414
Tallahassee FL 32399

Please print or type, attaching additional pages as needed::

Name of Religious Institution

Explanation of the religious modifier. religious name,. or religious symbol used in the
institution’s name

Physical Address of Religious Institution

City: State: _ZIP

Telephone Number:
Fax Number:*
Email:*




Website: *
* If available
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Mailing Address of Institution or Representative (if different from address listed above):

City: State: ZIP

Name and Title of Person Executing Swom Affidavit (Affiant must be an Officer, Director or
person holding similar office with the religious institution):

Name:

Title:

List the titles and majors of every degree program offered by the institution as they appear on
degrees and transcripts issued by the institution:

Program Title / Major Credential




Page 2 of 32
CIE Form 113, Effective Month 2025 June-22,-2009

Sworn Affidavit

By signing below, the undersigned swears or affirms that the statements found in subparagraphs
1. through 5, are true and accurate:

1.  The name of the institution includes a religious modifier or the name of a religious
patriarch, saint, person, or symbol of the church.

2.  The institution offers only educational programs that prepare students for religious
vocations as ministers, professionals, or laypersons in the categories of ministry, counseling,
theology, education, administration, music, fine arts, media communications, or social work.

3. Each degree title includes a religious modifier that immediately precedes, or is included
within, any of the following degrees: Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, Bachelor of Arts,
Bachelor of Science, Master of Arts, Master of Science, Doctor of Philosophy, and Doctor of
Education. The religious modifier is placed on the title line of the degree, on the transcript, and
whenever the title of the degree appears in official school documents or publications.

4.  The duration of all degree programs offered by the institution is consistent with the
standards of the Commission for Independent Education as set forth in Rule 6E-2.004(4),
F.A.C.

5. The institution's consumer practices are consistent with those required by s. 1005.04,
F.S.. including Rule 6E-1.0032(6)(i). F.A.C.

Signed:




STATE OF FLORIDA

SWORN TO OR

NOTARIZATION

COUNTY OF

AFFIRMED before me this

day

of

,20
Personally known or Produced Identification
List type of Identification Produced
Signature of Notary:
Print Name of Notary:
Notary Seal
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