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Goals of the Florida Education System 
‐ Section 1008.31, Florida Statutes 

1. Highest student achievement, as indicated by
evidence of student learning gains at all levels. 

2. Seamless articulation and maximum access, as 
measured by evidence of progression, readiness,
and access by targeted groups of students
identified by the Commissioner of Education. 

3. Skilled workforce and economic development, as
measured by evidence of employment and
earnings. 

4. Quality efficient services, as measured by
evidence of return on investment. 
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Highlighted Metrics: 
K‐12 Student Performance 
Goal 1, Metric 1: Student Achievement on Florida Assessments 

•	 Percent of students achieving grade‐level or above performance 
•	 2020 Target: Increase by 6 percentage points in each subject area 

Goal 1, Metric 2: Continued Achievement Growth on Florida
Assessments 

•	 Percent of students who improved, including those below, at grade level and
above 

•	 2020 Target: Increase by 7 percentage points in each subject area 

•	 Student Achievement increased in English language arts (ELA) and
social studies by 2 percentage points and in mathematics by three
percentage points in 2016‐17 from last year, making significant progress 
toward the 2020 targets. 

•	 Science Achievement remained unchanged from 2015‐16. 
•	 Learning Gains in mathematics and ELA increased three percentage
points, nearly making the halfway mark to the 2020 goal of 7% increase. 
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Highlighted Metric: 
Closing the K‐12 Achievement Gap 

Goal 1, Metric 3: Closing the Achievement Gap 
• Percent of the gap in K‐12 student achievement 
• 2020 Target: Reduce by one‐third the gap between each 
subgroup in each subject area 

• Gaps narrowed in mathematics and social studies 
between White and African American students and 
between White and Hispanic students. 

• Gaps primarily remained constant in English 
language arts and science. 
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Highlighted Metrics: 
K‐12 School Performance 
Goal 1, Metric 6: Reduction in Percent of Low‐Performing Schools 

•	 Reduce the Percent of D and F schools 
•	 Target: Reduce by one‐half 

Goal 2, Metric 3: Access to High‐Quality K‐12 Educational Options 
•	 Percent of K‐12 students enrolled in A and B schools 
•	 2020 Target: Increase by 11.8 percentage points 

•	 The percentage of D and F schools was reduced from a baseline 
of 15% in 2015‐16 to 8% in 2016‐17, nearly reaching the 2020 
goal of 7.5% in one year. 

•	 The percentage of students enrolled in A and B schools was
increased from the baseline of 49% in 2015‐16 to 56% in 2016‐
17, moving over half way toward reaching the 2020 goal of 61% in 
one year. 
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Highlighted Metrics: 
Postsecondary Students 
Goal 2, Metric 1: Postsecondary Continuation Rate 

•	 Percent of high school graduates who enroll in postsecondary
education 

•	 2020 Target: Increase by 5 percentage points 

Goal 1, Metric 7: Postsecondary Completion Rate 
•	 Percent of students completing a postsecondary degree or
certificate at 150% of program time 

•	 2020 Targets: Florida College System – Increase  by 10 percentage
points; District Postsecondary – Increase  by 4.7 percentage points 

• 2015‐16 data show an increased postsecondary
continuation rate of 62.2% and an increase in district 
postsecondary completions to 62% from 60.8 in 2014‐15. 

•	 2015‐16 college system completion rates were unchanged.
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