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May 14, 2024

President Joe Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

RE: Letter of support for SJR State’s Baccalaureate Proposals
Dear President Pickens,

On behalf of the Clay County Board of County Commissioners, it is my pleasure
to offer this letter of support for the baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St.
Johns River State College.

The degrees you are proposing, BS degrees in Exceptional Student Education,
Biological Sciences, and Social and Human Services, as well as BAS degrees in
Digital Art & Media and Performance Design & Production, will all prepare
graduates for entry into high wage, high demand careers. Many employment
opportunities exist within our local community for graduates of these programs.
In Florida, there is a well-documented critical teacher shortage, and graduates of
programs in STEM, human services, digital media, and performance production
are all in high demand as well. In addition to addressing employers’ hiring
challenges, the proposed programs will enable the residents of Clay County to
earn a high quality, low cost baccalaureate degree from the only public College
offering such degrees in our county, greatly increasing the likelihood that we
retain these graduates in our local community and workforce.

State colleges that offer baccalaureate programs provide the most economical
means of achieving a four-year degree. Local state colleges, like St. Johns River
State College, offering programs that include the baccalaureate degrees listed
above will enhance resident satisfaction and provide for increased economic
development in Clay County.

It is a pleasure to support you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring
these new baccalaureate degree offerings to the residents of Clay County.

Sincerely, —

g“l&v

Jim Renninger, Chairman
Clay County Board of County Commissioners



PUTNAM COUNTY

2509 Crill Avenue, Suite 200 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Palatka, Florida 32177 Larry Harvey
(386) 329-0212 County Commissioner, District 4
April 25, 2024

Baccalaureate Proposals
President Joe H. Pickens
St. Johns River

State College

5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re: Letter of Support for SIR State’s
Dear President Pickens:

As the current chairman of the board of the Putnam County Board of County Commissioners,
it is my pleasure to write this letter of support for the baccalaureate degrees being proposed
by St. Johns River State College.

The BS in Exceptional Student Education, BS in Biological Sciences, BS in Social and
Human Services, BAS in Digital Art & Media, and BAS in Performance Design &
Production degrees proposed by SJR State will all prepare graduates for entry into high-
wage, high-demand careers, and many employment opportunities exist within our local
community for graduates of these programs. In Florida, there is a well-documented critical
teacher shortage, and graduates of programs in STEM, human services, digital media, and
performance production are all in high demand as well. In addition to addressing employers’
hiring challenges, the proposed programs will enable the residents of our community to earn
a high-quality, low-cost baccalaureate degree from the only public College offering
baccalaureate degrees in our county, greatly increasing the likelihood that we retain these
graduates in our local community and workforce. This is an exciting time in the history of
our local college. To be able to provide higher learning opportunities for citizens of this
region so they can become the leaders of tomorrow that we need.

I could not be more happy than [ am today in celebrating this great path forward.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can provide additional information. It is a pleasure to
support you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring these new baccalaureate degree
offerings to the residefits of Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties.

Larry Harvey
Putnam County Commissioner
Larry.harvey@putnam-fl.gov
Cell: 386-916-8923

Office: 386-329-0205
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May 17", 2024

President Joe H. Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL. 32177

Re: Letter of Support for SJR State’s Baccalaureate Proposals
Dear President Pickens:

On behalf of the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners, it is my pleasure to write this letter of
support for the baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State College.

The BS in Exceptional Student Education, BS in Biological Sciences, BS in Social and Human Services, BAS
in Digital Art & Media, and BAS in Performance Design & Production degrees proposed by SJR State will all
prepare graduates for entry into high wage, high demand careers, and many employment opportunities exist
within our local community for graduates of these programs.

In Florida, there is a well-documented critical teacher shortage, and graduates of programs in STEM, human
services, digital media, and performance production are all in high demand as well. In addition to addressing
employers’ hiring challenges, the proposed programs will enable the residents of our community to earn a high
quality, low-cost baccalaureate degree from the only public College offering baccalaureate degrees in our
county, greatly increasing the likelihood that we retain these graduates in our local community and workforce.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can provide additional information. It is a pleasure to support you and St.
Johns River College as you work to bring these new baccalaureate degree offerings to the residents of Clay,
Putnam, and St. Johns Counties.
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Sarah Arnold, Chair

District 2

Board of County Commissioners
500 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine, FL 32084
904.209.0300 | sjcfl.us



: CareerSource

; ’ NORTHEAST FLORIDA careersourcenefl.com
April 24, 2024

President Joe H. Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL. 32177

Re: Letter of Support for SJR State’s Baccalaureate Proposals
Dear President Pickens:

On behalf of CareerSource Northeast Florida, it is my pleasure to write this letter of support for
the baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State College.

The BS in Exceptional Student Education, BS in Biological Sciences, BS in Social and Human
Services, BAS in Digital Art & Media, and BAS in Performance Design & Production degrees
proposed by SJR State will all prepare graduates for entry into high wage, high demand careers,
and many employment opportunities exist within our local community for graduates of these
programs. In Florida, there is a well-documented critical teacher shortage, and graduates of
programs in STEM, human services, digital media, and performance production are all in high
demand as well. In addition to addressing employers’ hiring challenges, the proposed programs
will enable the residents of our community to earn a high quality, low-cost baccalaureate degree
from the only public College offering baccalaureate degrees in our county, greatly increasing
the likelihood that we retain these graduates in our local community and workforce.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if [ can provide additional information. It is a pleasure to
support you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring these new baccalaureate degree
offerings to the residents of Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties.

Sincerely,

Bruce Fuﬁ-w», QAA

Bruce Ferguson
President

Corporate Office

| 1845 Town Center Blvd., Suite 250
Fleming Island, FL 32003

p: 904-213-3800 | f: 904-516-9217
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April 24, 2024

President Joe H. Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Dear President Pickens:

Clay County Economic Development Corporation is pleased to support the
baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State College.

The BS in Exceptional Student Education, BS in Biological Sciences, BS in Social and
Human Services, BAS in Digital Art & Media, and BAS in Performance Design &
Production degrees proposed by SJR State will all prepare graduates for entry into high
wage, high demand careers, and many employment opportunities exist within our local
community for graduates of these programs. In Florida, there is a well-documented
critical teacher shortage, and graduates of programs in STEM, human services, digital
media, and performance production are all in high demand as well. [n addition to
addressing employers’ hiring challenges, the proposed programs will enable the
residents of our community to earn a high quality, low-cost baccalaureate degree from
the only public college offering baccalaureate degrecs in our county, greatly increasing
the likelihood that we retain these graduates in our local community and workforce.

Clay EDC works to recruit high-wage employers. Programs such as those proposed
make our community tremendously more valuable when recruiting quality employers
seeking a trained and ready workforce.

If I can provide additional resources or data, please do not hesitate to reach out. It is an
honor to support you and St. Johns River College as you work to expand the offerings
with these new baccalaureate degree programs to the residents of Clay, Putnam, and St.
Johns Countics.

Respectfully,

P2

Crawford Powell, President

1845 Town Center Blvd., Suite 110-B, Fleming Island, FL 32003 | Phone: (904) 375-9394

ChooseClay.com



April 24, 2024

President Joe H. Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re: Letter of Support for SJR State’s Baccalaureate Proposals
Dear President Pickens:

On behalf of Clay Electric Cooperative, it is my pleasure to write this letter of support for the
baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State College.

The BS in Exceptional Student Education, BS in Biological Sciences, BS in Social and Human Services,
BAS in Digital Art & Media, and BAS in Performance Design & Production degrees proposed by SJR
State will all prepare graduates for entry into high wage, high demand careers, and many
employment opportunities exist within our local community for graduates of these programs. In
Florida, there is a well-documented critical teacher shortage, and graduates of programs in STEM,
human services, digital media, and performance production are all in high demand as well. In
addition to addressing employers’ hiring challenges, the proposed programs will enable the
residents of our community to earn a high quality, low-cost baccalaureate degree from the only
public College offering baccalaureate degrees in our county, greatly increasing the likelihood that we
retain these graduates in our local community and workforce.

As a former educator who has transitioned into the private sector, 1 have seen both private and
public institutions benefit from having a well-educated workforce. My bachelor’s degree in education
provided a good career for me and my family early on and has since enabled me to advance into a
leadership role at Clay Electric. Had it not been for my degree and the knowledge, skills, and abilities
a 4-year program afforded me,  would not be where I am today.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can provide additional information. It is a pleasure to support
you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring these new baccalaureate degree offerings to
the residents of Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties.

Sincerely,

oj.mé Pocitecee

Derek Hembree
District Manager
Palatka District

300 N State Road 19
Palatka, FL 32177

A Touchstone Eergy Cooperarive @
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

May 6, 2024

President Joe H. Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re: Letter of Support for SIR State's Baccalaureate Proposals
Dear President Pickens:

On behalf of the Putnam County Chamber of Commerce | am pleased to submit this letter of support for for
the baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State College.

The Bachelor of Science degrees in Exceptional Student Education, Biological Sciences, Social and
Human Services, along with Bachelor of Applied Science degrees in Digital Art & Media and Performance
Design & Production degrees all proposed by SJR State will prepare graduates for entry into high
wage/high demand careers. Many employment opportunities exist within our local community for graduates
of these programs.

Florida has a well-documented critical teacher shortage, and graduates of programs in STEM, human
services, digital media, and performance production are all in high demand as well. In addition to
addressing employers’ hiring challenges, the proposed programs will enable the residents of our
community to earn a high quality, low-cost baccalaureate degree from the only public College offering
baccalaureate degrees in our county, greatly increasing the likelihood that we retain these graduates in our
local community and workforce.

The Putnam County Chamber of Commerce is engaged in community development, economic
development, workforce development and many quality-of-life efforts. We work with many partners, like
SJR State College, to make Putnam County a great place to live, work and play. The benefits gained to the
community through the approval of this request from SJR State will address workforce and economic needs
and have a widespread positive effect on the business community and the overall economic climate.

Itis a pleasure to support you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring these new baccalaureate
degree offerings to the residents of Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties. Please do not hesitate to reach
out if | can provide additional information.

Sincerely,
Dana Jones/ President TWO TIME RECIPIENT
Assoclation of Chamber of Commera Exeautives

CERTIFIED: \ Chamber 'ACCREDITED,
CHAMBER \\\ of the Year C RDIE

Florida A lation of Chamb

1100 Reid Street, Palatka, FL 32177 < (386) 328-1503 ¢ putnamcountychamber.com
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April 24, 2024

President Joe H. Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re: Letter of Support for SJIR State’s Baccalaureate Proposals
Dear President Pickens:

On behalf of the Putnam County Chamber of Commerce & Putnam County Economic
Development Council (PCEDC), it is my pleasure to write this letter of support for the
baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State College.

The BS in Exceptional Student Education, BS in Biological Sciences, BS in Social and Human
Services, BAS in Digital Art & Media, and BAS in Performance Design & Production degrees
proposed by SJR State will all prepare graduates for entry into high wage, high demand careers,
and many employment opportunities that exist within our local community for graduates of these
programs, In Florida, there is a well-documented critical teacher shortage, and graduates of
programs in STEM, human services, digital media, and performance production are all in high
demand as well. In addition to addressing employers’ hiring challenges, the proposed programs
will enable the residents of our community to earn a high quality, low-cost baccalaureate degree
from the only public College offering baccalaureate degrees in our county, greatly increasing the
likelihood that we retain these graduates in our local community and workforce.

Our primary mission is to leverage job creation in Putnam County for our citizens so that graduates
can remain local and raise their families!

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can provide additional information. It is a pleasure to support
you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring these new baccalaureate degree offerings to
the residents of Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties.

Vice-President, Economic Development

TWO TIME RECIPIENT s

o S iares Unamors ur Comupner

g1\ NITU AR ACCREDITED

< S R * S * S *

Florids Assoclation of Chamber Profesatonals

1100 Reid Street, Palatka, FL 32177 + (386) 328-1503 + putnamcountychamber.com



Sheriff 130 Orie Griffin Blvd.
H.D. “Gator” DeLoach Palatka, FL 32177
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25 April 2024

President Joe H. Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re: Letter of Support for SJIR State’s Baccalaureate Proposals

Dear President Pickens:

On behalf of the Putnam County Sheriff’s Office, it is my pleasure to write this letter of support
for the baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State College.

The BS in Exceptional Student Education, BS in Biological Sciences, BS in Social and Human
Services, BAS in Digital Art & Media, and BAS in Performance Design & Production degrees
proposed by SJR State will all prepare graduates for entry into high wage, high demand careers,
and many employment opportunities exist within our local community for graduates of these
programs. In Florida, there is a well-documented critical teacher shortage, and graduates of
programs in STEM, human services, digital media, and performance production are all in high
demand as well. In addition to addressing employers’ hiring challenges, the proposed programs
will enable the residents of our community to earn a high quality, low-cost baccalaureate degree
from the only public College offering baccalaureate degrees in our county, greatly increasing the
likelihood that we retain these graduates in our local community and workforce.

Our ability to meet societal demands on law enforcement agencies to become more professional
requires that our members are well educated. The requirement not only includes criminal justice
related disciplines, but it also includes areas such as human services and digital technology. The
Sheriff’s Office currently partners with SJRSC in a scholarship program for our members desiring
to further their education. These additional BS degrees will benefit our agency and our
community.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can provide additional information. It is a pleasure to support
you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring these new baccalaureate degree offerings to
the residents of Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties.

Wl —

Colonel Joseph Wells
Chief Deputy, Putnam County Sheriff’s Office

West District Office

108 N. County Road 315
Interlachen, FLL 32148 [
(386) 329-0848 A State Accredited Agency




CLAY COUNTY DISTRICT SCHOOLS

900 WALNUT STREET, GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FL 32043
P(904) 336-6500 F(904) 336-6536 Woneclaynel

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
David S. Broskic

May 22, 2024

President Joe Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re: Letter of Support for SIR State’s Baccalaureate Proposals

Dear President Pickens,

BOARD MEMBERS:

Ern Skipper,
Mary Bolla,

Beth Clark,
Michele Hanson,
Ashiey Gilhousen,

On behalf of Clay County District Schools, it is my pleasure to write this letter of support for the

baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State College.

Florida's statewide teacher shortage is well documented, and these proposed baccalaureate degrees
align with the local needs of our School District. The Bachelor of Science in Exceptional Student
Education will be an initial teacher certification program in a critical needs area, and the baccalaureate
degrees in Biological Sciences, Social & Human Services, Digital Art & Media, and Performance Design &
Production will include 15 credits of education coursework that satisfy the education courses listed on
the Statement of Eligibility for students interested in pursuing alternative teacher certification in Florida.
In addition to exposing a new pipeline of students to careers as K-12 educators in their local community,
these baccalaureate degree options will provide our high school graduates with additional opportunities

to earn affordable Bachelor's degrees close to their homes.

Clay County District Schools values our partnership and the opportunities afforded by St. Johns River
State College that support our educational needs by providing the necessary education for individuals to

become highly qualified instructional candidates.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if | can provide additional information. Itis a pleasure to support
you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring these new baccalaureate degree offerings to the

residents of Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties.
Sincerely,

8d JAd)

David S. Broskie
Superintendent of Schools

DISCOVERING ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES
Clay County District Schools is an Equal Opportunity Employer

District 1
District 2
District 3
Districy 4
Dhustrict 5
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Beverly Slough
District 1

Anthony E. Coleman Sr.
District 2

Jennifer Collins
District 3

Kelly Barrera
District 4

Patrick Canan
District 5

Tim Forson
Superintendent of Schools

40 Orange Street

St. Augustine, Florida 32084
(904) 547-7500
www.stjohns.k12.fl.us

May 23, 2024

President Joe Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re: Letter of Support for SJR State’s Baccalaureate Proposals

Dear President Pickens;

On behalf of St. Johns County School District, it is my pleasure to write this letter of

support for the baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State
College.

Florida’s statewide teacher shortage is well documented, and these proposed
baccalaureate degrees align with the local needs of our School District. The Bachelor
of Science in Exceptional Student Education will be an initial teacher certification
program in a critical needs area, and the baccalaureate degrees in Biological Sciences,
Social & Human Services, Digital Art & Media, and Performance Design &
Production will include 15 credits of education coursework that satisfy the education
courses listed on the Statement of Eligibility for students interested in pursuing
alternative teacher certification in Florida. In addition to exposing a new pipeline of
students to careers as K-12 educators in their local community, these baccalaureate
degree options will provide our high school graduates with additional opportunities to
eam affordable bachelor’s degrees close to their homes.

Furthermore, the development of these five bachelor’s degree programs will fulfill an
unmet need in St, Johns, Clay, and Putnam counties, as there is currently no school
offering these programs. Beyond producing teachers, these degrees would prepare
local students for jobs in scientific labs and research, social work and counseling,
animation, audio production, as well as video editing. All programs would allow
graduates to transfer to postgraduate programs as well as K-12 education.

The 5t. Johns County School District will inspire good character and a passion for lifelong learning
in all students, creating educated and caring contributors to the world,



President Joe Pickens
May 23, 2024
Page 2 of 2

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can provide additional information. Itisa
pleasure to support you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring these new
baccalaureate degree offerings to the residents of Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns
Counties.

Sincerely,

Tim Forson
Superintendent of Schools

fgef
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November 1, 2024

President Joe Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re: Letter of Support for Proposed Baccalaureate Degree in Digital Art and Media
Dear President Pickens,

It is my pleasure to write this letter of support for St. Johns River State College’s proposed baccalaureate
degree in Digital Art and Media.

As one of the major employers in Putnam County and a proud partner of St. Johns River State College,
the Beck Automotive Group will be one of the potential employers of graduates from this program.
Within SIR State’s service district, the Beck Automotive Group employs Graphic and Digital Artists and
Managers who are responsible for content creation and the design and development of digital projects.
In fact, the Beck Automotive Group is currently seeking applicants for the position of Digital Marketing
Manager in Palatka.

| believe graduates of this proposed program will have many new career opportunities, and this degree
will also provide those already employed within the field with opportunity for advancement. In addition
to addressing employers’ unmet needs, the proposed program will enable the residents of our
community to earn a low-cost baccalaureate degree in the field of Digital Art and Media from their local
public postsecondary institution.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if | can provide additional information. Best wishes as you pursue
this ﬁiblrogram offering.

Beck Automotive Group

2000 Reid St Palatka, F1. 32177 www.checkbeck.com



DOUGLAS LAW FIRM

Charles T. Douglas, Jr. ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW John Schaller
Jeremiah Blocker R. Kevin Sharbaugh
Christopher W. LoBianco 124 N. 5™ AVENUE, JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FL 32250 Carol Simpson
MJaS"“ Odsm 117 N. 2NP STREET, PALATKA, FL 32177 John P. Steinmetz
organ Peacock Ian Pickens
Marcus Duffy 309 KINGSLEY LAKE DRIVE, STE.903, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32092 Patrick Kennedy
Rory Diamond Of Counsel 100 SouTHPARK BLVD., STE 414, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086 Lisa Miles
Cindy Marvin Of Counsel 110 N MAGNOLIA AVE, OcALA, FL 34475 S. Garrett Lee
Holly Southworth
Telephone: (800) 705.5457 Fax: (386)385.5914 www.DHClawyers.com

November 4, 2024

President Joe Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL. 32177

Re: Letter of Support for Proposed Baccalaureate Degree in Digital Art and Media
Dear President Pickens,

It is my pleasure to write this letter of support for St. Johns River State College’s
proposed baccalaureate degree in Digital Art and Media.

The Palatka Daily News is located within SJR State’s service district, and it is one of the
potential employers of graduates from this program. Baccalaureate graduates trained in
graphic design, content and multimedia creation, illustration, and animation will have
many new career opportunities, and this degree will also provide those already employed
within the field with opportunity for advancement. In addition to addressing employers’
unmet needs, the proposed program will enable the residents of our community to earn a
low-cost baccalaureate degree in the field of Digital Art and Media from their local
public postsecondary institution.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can provide additional information. Best wishes as
you pursue this new program offering.

Sincerely,

Charles T. Douglas



Tod Booth
12000 Beach Blvd.

Jacksonville, FL 32246
11/7/24

President Joe Pickens
St. Johns River State College
5001 st. Johns Avenue

Palatka, FL 32177
Re: Letter of Support for Proposed Baccalaureate Degree in Digital Art and Media

As Artistic Director with Theatre Partners, DBA Alhambra Theatre and Dining, | believe graduates of this program will
have many new career opportunities, and this degree will also provide those already employed within the field with
opportunity for advancement. There are multiple high wage, high demand careers that graduates of this program will
be prepared for such as scenic and lighting designers, production designers, social media videographers and editors, and
in addition to addressing employers' unmet needs, the proposed program will enable the residents of cur community to
earn a low cost baccalaureate degree in the field of Digital Art and Media from their local public postsecondary
institution.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if | can provide additional information. Best wishes as you pursue this new program
offering.

Sincerely, _——/
—_— S | ' -1‘-.
- ! /"‘ ) : - ,’l
Tod BootAEA, SAG; SSDC
Theatre Partners LLC

Executive Producer/Director



Bruce Bullock Jr
12620 Beach Blvd
Suite 3 #309
Jacksonville, FL 32246

11/5/24

President Joe Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re: Letter of Support for Proposed Baccalaureate Degree in Digital Art and Media
Dear President Pickens,

It is my pleasure to write this letter of support for St. Johns River State College’s proposed baccalaureate
degree in Digital Art and Media.

As Manager of Off Center Pictures, | believe graduates of this program will have many new career
opportunities, and this degree will also provide those already employed within the field with
opportunity for advancement. There are multiple high wage, high demand careers that graduates of
this program will be prepared for such as cinematographers, directors, editors and post-production
personnel, and in addition to addressing employers’ unmet needs, the proposed program will enable the
residents of our community to earn a low cost baccalaureate degree in the field of Digital Art and Media
from their local public postsecondary institution.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if | can provide additional information. Best wishes as you pursue
this new program offering.

Sincerely,
Bruce Bullock Jr.

Manager
Off Center Pictures



FLAGLER @& COLLEGE

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
September 30, 2024

President Joe Pickens

St. Johns River State College
5001 St. Johns Avenue
Palatka, FL 32177

Re:  Letter of Support for Proposed Baccalaureate Degrees

Dear President Pickens,

In follow up to our phone conversation on April 5, 2024, on behalf of Flagler College, it is my
pleasure to write this letter of support for St. Johns River State College’s four proposed
Baccalaureate Degrees in Human Services, Biological Sciences, Theatre Technology, and Digital

Media.

As we discussed, Flagler College and St. Johns River State College do not cater to the same pool
of students, and SJR State’s degree programs are not competition for Flagler College, nor are
these degrees duplication of ours. In addition to addressing employers’ unmet needs, the
proposed degrees will bring much opportunity to residents of our community, particularly non-
traditional students who will articulate into these baccalaureates from your Associate degree

programs.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can provide additional information. Best wishes as you
pursue these new offerings.

Sincerely,
é\/

John Delaney; J.D.

Flagler College President

74 King Street Saint Augustine, FL 32084 {904) 819-6288



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION

fldoe.org

Your application for a Florida Profession Educator’s Certificate has been received.

For issuance of a PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR'S CERTIFICATE valid for five years, covering
Social Science (Grades 6-12), official documentation of the following requirements must be
submitted to the Bureau of Educator Certification:

* a passing score on the Math subtest of the Florida General Knowledge Test earned no more than ten (10)
years prior to the date of application.

» completion of a Florida approved Professional Education Competence Program administered and
documented by your employer.

Completion of the following Professional Preparation Coursework Requirements:

* a minimum of 15.00 semester hours in education courses with credit in each of the professional
education areas listed below. Please note that it may require more than the minimum semester
hours to satisfy all requirements.

* classroom management with a focus on creating safe learning environments for students in which
effective teaching and learning can take place by promoting a physically, emotionally, socially, and
academically secure climate for students £ (5 1§

» child and adolescent development including theories and principles of learning DE") 200 L,/

* educational assessment practices that include analysis and application of data from statewide ‘
standardized assessments and other multiple sources to improve instruction and learning ED,, L—} L / L / L/
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« effective instructional techniques, strategies, and materials to meet the needs of diverse learners,

including students with disabilities ED6 L / ?) L/ 2,

« instructional strategies for teaching students of limited English proficiency including instruction

in the English language and development of the student's mastery of the four language skills of

listenting, speaking, reading, and writing (Teaching experience cannot be used to satisfy this «-TS L 5 C)@ 8
requirement.)

» applications of research-based instructional practices in reading QED k’ 6L} ¢ S

* Note: A passing grade of C or better must be earned for each course, and every course, except
child and adolescent development, must be completed at an institution that awards bachelor's or
higher degrees.

Additional Comments:

* Please be advised that this is a revision of your letter. Please disregard any previous letters in this #

subject. G ’

* You have one year of teaching experience, which may be used in lieu of any course requirement in
Professional Preparation listed above (3 semester hours of college credit). Please be advised this is the
maximum amount of teaching experience allowed by Florida State Board of Education Rules in this area.
All remaining course requirements must be satisfied with appropriate college credit.

This evaluation outlines one educator preparation route and pathway to certification. For other options,
please select ‘Alternative & Traditional Certification’ from our home page
(http://www fldoe.org/teaching/certification).
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