
























Chris Brown 
1001 E. Princeton Street 
Orlando FL, 32803 
 
May 14, 2024 
 
President Joe Pickens 
St. Johns River State College 
5001 St. Johns Avenue 
Palatka, FL  32177 
 
Re: Letter of Support for Proposed Baccalaureate Degree in Performance Design and Production 
 
Dear President Pickens, 
 
It is my pleasure to write this letter of support for St. Johns River State College’s proposed baccalaureate degree in 
Performance Design and Production.  
 
As one of St. Johns River State College’s advisory board members, I believe by investing in this degree you are not 
only providing opportunity for advancement for your students, but also ensuring your graduates will have many 
new career opportunities from further advanced studies.  
 
As the current Executive Director of Orlando Family Stage, and the co-chair of the Theatre Professional Advisory 
Board at UCF, I see many high wage, high demand careers that graduates of this program will be better prepared 
for after obtaining this degree. I myself have a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree from UCF, and a Master’s of Fine Arts 
degree in technical design and production from Yale. I teach Theater Management at UCF and I’m consistently 
reminded of the power of a strong theatre degree and truthfully, I’m beginning to believe a theatre degree is 
limitless. 
 
High demand for jobs is a direct outcome from the current BOOM in the theme parks and attractions world, the 
cruise lines, the conventions, and so on.  It seems like every office and restaurant are themed experiences these 
days. Additionally, as the technology continues to evolve, the need grows stronger to have skilled lighting and 
audio technicians, set and exhibit designers, costume and fashion designers, lighting and audio designers, 
producers, directors, visual content creators, multimedia creators, and K-12 design and production teachers, etc. 
At my theater alone we consistently search for designers, technicians, performers and teachers. There are roughly 
75 arts organizations in Central Florida, and the vast array of theme parks and entertainment hubs makes this 
degree a direct pipeline to jobs in our State. This growth requires educated and knowledgeable teams to execute 
and this new degree will help meet that need. 
 
In addition to addressing just Central Florida’s employers’ unmet needs, the proposed program enables the 
residents of your community to earn a low-cost baccalaureate degree in the field of Performance Design and 
Production from their local public postsecondary institution. A win-win to the school and the community, and a 
strong and exciting next step for the College. I fully support this initiative. 
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can provide additional information. Best wishes as you pursue this new 
program offering. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Chris Brown 
407-896-7365 ext.234 
cbrown@orlandofamilystage.com 





 

No goods or services were provided in exchange for this contribution: 
Limelight Theatre, Inc. is a 501 © (3) organization. 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY 
CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION 

BY THE STATE. 
 

11 Old Mission Ave. — St. Augustine, FL 32084 — limelight-theatre.org — 904-825-1164 

 

 

 
 
November 9, 2024 
 
President Joe Pickens 
St. Johns River State College 
5001 St. Johns Avenue 
Palatka, FL  32177 
 
Re: Letter of Support for Proposed Baccalaureate Degree in Performance Design and Production 
 
Dear President Pickens, 
 
It is my pleasure to write this letter of support for St. Johns River State College’s proposed baccalaureate 
degree in Performance Design and Production.  
 
As one of St. Johns River State College’s community partners, I believe graduates of this program will 
have many new career opportunities, and this degree will also provide those already employed within 
the field with opportunity for advancement.  There are multiple high wage, high demand careers that 
graduates of this program will be prepared for such as lighting technician, audio technician, set and 
exhibit designer, costume/fashion designer, lighting designer, sound designer, projection designer, 
makeup artist, technical director, stage constructionist, producer, director, visual content creators, 
multimedia creators, and performance constructionists.  
 
I know firsthand, as the Executive Director of the Limelight Theatre, that there is a shortage of skilled 
people in production in our area. We need to go outside the area to hire for this reason. I also know that 
my husband, a rigger with IATSE in Jacksonville, can make over 100K salary with only stagehand and 
rigging jobs. If he was interested in pursuing a career in design, that salary would increase. I hope you 
can take these things into account as you consider expanding your program. 
 
Best wishes as you pursue this new program offering. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sherrie Provence 
Executive Director 

www.limelight-theatre.org 

 

http://www.limelight-theatre.org/
http://www.limelight-theatre.org/
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