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INTRODUCTION 
 
Beginning with the 2012-13 school year, the name of Florida’s statewide writing assessment changed to FCAT 
2.0 Writing because of two primary changes to the assessment: (1) the increased scoring expectations that were 
implemented in 2012 and (2) an increase of 15 minutes for responding to the writing prompt implemented in 
2013.  
 
The FCAT 2.0 Writing assessment was administered in February 2014 to students in grades 4, 8, and 10, and the 
student responses were scored following the administration. Prior to the scoring session, Florida educators who 
serve on the Writing Rangefinder Committees read student responses and selected papers to represent the 
range of quality allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. These papers were 
used to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the 2014 FCAT 2.0 Writing responses. Each anchor set 
(scoring guide) included a student response and an annotation to explain why it was assigned a particular score. 
This provides the basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring criteria. A skilled scoring director 
and scoring supervisors were responsible for training, assisting, and monitoring readers throughout the training 
and holistic scoring process. All scoring was monitored by Florida Department of Education staff.  

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, organization, 
support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are not scored separately or 
analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and links to the FCAT 2.0 Writing rubrics are 
available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp.  

Structure of Anchor Sets  
The released 2014 FCAT 2.0 Writing Anchor Sets for grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of responses used as 
training materials for the 2014 writing assessment. Personal information has been removed or fictionalized to 
protect the identity of the student. For spring 2014, only one type of prompt per grade was administered for 
FCAT 2.0 Writing; thus, for each tested grade, one Anchor Set was used.  

Prompt for Grade 4:  Writing to Explain (Expository) 
What do you like most about school? 
Think about what you like most about school. 
Now write to explain what you like most about school. 
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Anchor Paper 1 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 
 

 
 

Anchor Paper 1 
Score Point 1 

• The writing minimally addresses the topic and includes loosely related information that blurs 
the focus (I still have a year in fourth grade). 

• The response is too brief to demonstrate an organizational pattern, despite the inclusion of an 
opening statement (What I like most adout school are the nice teachers).  

• Support is inadequate and word choice is limited and repetitive (nice teachers, she the nices 
teacher, he’s nice).  

• A few errors occur in conventions but do not impede communication.  
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Anchor Paper 2 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 
 

 
 

Anchor Paper 2 
Score Point 1 

• The response minimally addresses the topic, but the brevity of the response makes it difficult to 
identify a focus. The writer demonstrates an allowable interpretation of the prompt as the 
reader can assume the activity occurs at school.     

• The writing lacks an organizational pattern as the essay is a list of ideas that can be rearranged 
without changing meaning.  

• Supporting information is sparse and list-like (You can have lots of fun. You can run around. You 
can play lots of games).  

• Considering the length of the response, the density of errors across all areas of conventions 
demonstrates a lack of control.  
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Anchor Paper 3 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 
 

 
 

Anchor Paper 3 
Score Point 1 

• The writing minimally addresses the topic and includes loosely related information that further 
demonstrates the lack of focus (When I am older I want to be a teacher like Mr [Taylor]).  

• The writing does not exhibit an organizational pattern, despite the writer’s attempt to connect 
ideas (What i like most is spelling and writing because you get to write witch is fun and gets 
harder and harder).  

• Supporting information is repetitive and list-like (I like about school is math and science because 
you get to learn and get better at it every single day and science what i like about that is you get 
better at it as well). Word choice is limited.  

• Frequent errors occur in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, usage, and sentence structure.  
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Anchor Paper 4 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 2 
 

 
 

Anchor Paper 4 
Score Point 2 

• The writing is related to the topic (One thing I like about school is p.e.), but the lack of 
supporting ideas or examples weakens the focus.   

• The writer demonstrates a semblance of organization with a brief opening statement and an 
attempt to connect ideas (But the reson I like p.e so much is because, soche ball. Soche takes 
place on the field. Shoce is mixed with football, socer, and basketball. Heres how it works).  

• Development of supporting ideas is inadequate. One idea is extended (Heres how it works each 
team gets a goal witch is the red team, and yellow team, but anyway when qhoch calls boys the 
boys have to try and score, but it dosen’t get easy).  

• Errors occur in spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure.  
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Anchor Paper 5 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 2 

 
 

Anchor Paper 5 
Score Point 2 

• The response is related to the topic (Well I do school is amazing because I come to school to 
learn), but the inclusion of extraneous information blurs the focus (Then I take some test and go 
home).  

• The writing includes a brief opening (Do you like school?) and closing statement (Well I hope 
you enjoyed my story see you later), but there is little evidence of organization within the body.  

• Supporting information is inadequate and list-like (I like school because I get to read a book 
every single day and thats a new thing to me and one more thing before I go I also like school 
because I get good Grades). An extended idea is included (I like to come to school because I get 
to try new things that I don’t know how to do like do new worksheets that I don’t know how to 
do thats why I like to go to school). Word choice is limited and immature (I like, I also like).  

• Spelling is mostly correct; however, errors occur in punctuation and sentence structure.   
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Anchor Paper 6 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 2 
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Anchor Paper 6 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 2 
 
Anchor Paper 6 
Score Point 2 

• The writing is focused on the topic (The thing I like most about school is learning in my 
classroom); however, the lack of detailed supporting information weakens the focus.  

• A nominal organizational pattern is demonstrated with a brief opening statement, conclusion, 
and an attempt to link ideas (I also like learning because it helps you understand things better. 
One time we learned so mutch we had homework on what we learned and I got everything 
write).  

• Development is inadequate, vague, and repetitive (When you learn something new you don’t 
really understand it, that’s why you have homework that night so it can help you understand it 
better. That’s really what homework is all about, understanding. One day at school I didn’t 
understand at all, but that night we had homework and I started to understand alot better). An 
extended idea is included (Also, you can learn on the computer. The computer is like a second 
teacher. That’s why they made the website Google.com and Inernet Explorer). Word choice is 
limited.  

• Some spelling errors occur in commonly used words (alot, mutch) and usage (write [right]), but 
do not impede communication. Capitalization, punctuation, and sentence structure are mostly 
correct.  
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Anchor Paper 7 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 3 
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 Anchor Paper 7 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 3 
 
 Anchor Paper 7 

Score Point 3 

• The writing is generally focused on the topic of what the writer likes most about school.  

• Supporting information is grouped around each idea and basic transitional devices are used to 
demonstrate the attempt at an organizational plan (I also like, Another reason, The last reason). 
A concluding statement also aids in the attempt to organize (The teachers, students, and 
parents make sure we are smart, sweet, and solid for our future, and that is why I love my 
school).  

• Four reasons are presented and related information is provided for each reason. Support is 
vague and lacks specific detail in some areas (I also like my school because of my friends. They 
treat me fairly and help when I am feeling down). Word choice is adequate, but limited (They 
care about us, and make sure we have the knowlage of all we have to know).  

• Knowledge of conventions is demonstrated, and commonly used words are usually spelled 
correctly. There is an attempt to use a variety of sentence structures, although most are simple 
constructions.   
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Anchor Paper 8 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 3 
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Anchor Paper 8 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 3 
 
Anchor Paper 8 
Score Point 3 

• This response is generally focused on the topic (What I like about school is learning). Loosely 
related information is included (In Pre-k, Kindergarden, and first and second grade, you do a 
test that is similiar to the Fcat. I is just a alot easier than the Fcat. I can make you go up a  
grade to).  

• The writer connects some ideas in an attempt to demonstrate organization (When I pay close 
attention in class it makes me smarter. When you pay attention in class you could learn 
multiplication, division, science, and social studies. When you really pay attention in class you 
can do that work).  Brief opening and closing statements are also included to further 
demonstrate the attempt to organize ideas. However, the rambling nature of the response 
weakens the sense of organization.    

• Some details are provided (Even if you study really hard you can do even more challenging 
work. The most important test is the Fcat. You have to study, pay attention, follow directions, 
and work really hard for the Fcat. The Fcat is the test makes you move up from the grade your in 
now, to the next grade. I had to work really hard to get to 4th grade). Word choice is vague and 
predictable (smart as you can be, you can do that work).  

• Despite a few errors, knowledge of conventions is demonstrated. There is an attempt to vary 
sentence structures, although most are simple constructions.  
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Anchor Paper 9 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 3 
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Anchor Paper 9 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 3 
 

 
 

 
Anchor Paper 9 
Score Point 3 

• The response is generally focused on the topic (Have you ever heard of P.E.? Well I have and 
that is my favorite thing to do at school).  

• The writing suggests an organizational pattern with rudimentary transitional phrases (What I 
will talk about first, Now I will tell you about, The last reason). Supporting information is also 
grouped around each reason. However, the formulaic organizational structure limits the 
progression of ideas. 

• Three reasons are presented, and related information is provided for each reason. While some 
details are included, support is list-like in the first and third body paragraph (The reason I like 
running and jogging in place are because they both help me get faster for baseball. I also like to 
stretch because if you don’t stretch you will feel like a knot trying to run). Support in the second 
body paragraph is vague and circular (The reasons I like having fun are playing, running witch 
ties back the the last paragraph, and winning. I like playing and winning are because I’m 
competitive in sports. Also, I’ve already told you about why I like running). Word choice is 
adequate, though limited and repetitive (Now I will tell you about having fun at P.E., So those 
are the reasons I like having fun at P.E.).  

• Knowledge of basic conventions is demonstrated, and commonly used words are usually 
spelled correctly. An attempt is made to vary sentence structure, but most are simple 
constructions.   
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Anchor Paper 10 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 4 
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Anchor Paper 10 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 
 

 
 
Anchor Paper 10 
Score Point 4 

• The writing is generally focused on the topic (What I like about school is our math leasons).  

• The organizational pattern centers around three reasons the writer enjoys math. The writer 
also attempts to connect ideas to demonstrate organization and the progression of ideas (Most 
of all, I get to have fun. The reason why I have fun is becase of my teacher. My teacher is funny 
when it comes to math. She makes me laugh so hard she even starts laughing. We laugh when 
she makes funny faces to a kid).  

• Some supporting ideas are adequately developed with specifics and details (I learn my 
multiples, fractions and decimals. When I learned my multiples of 2, I said, “just add that 2 
times. When I learned my fractions of 2 thats the number you multiply to get your product. 
Finaly when I learned my decimals I said on the right side is your mom’s side and on the left is 
your dad’s side. The thing that seperates the mom’s side from the dad’s sid is called a decimal 
point). Other areas are not as well developed (Last but not least, We work on our math pages. 
We get our math pages from our practice book in our magazeene rackes. What ever we don’t 
get finished is our home work. We work on the stuff we learned). Word choice is adequate and 
the response demonstrates a sense of completeness. It should be noted that even though facts 
may be incorrect, these details provide adequate development.   

• Although some errors occur, knowledge of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and usage is 
demonstrated. An attempt to use a variety of sentence structures is evident, but complex 
sentences are not always controlled.   
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Anchor Paper 11 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 4 
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Anchor Paper 11 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 
 

 
 

Anchor Paper 11 
Score Point 4 

• This response is generally focused on the topic (The most thing I like about school is the Class 
room).  

• The organizational pattern is evident and ideas transition smoothly (The classroom also has 
Cubbies for holding books I don’t need in my desk. Cubbies are very important to have in the 
classroom So I can take out things in my desk easier. Also I put things in my cubby because I 
don’t need It I use the books later of the year. In my cubby there are supplies if I need It. It holds 
my binder because it’s to big. So if I can’t get out things in my desk then I put it in the cubby). A 
brief introduction and conclusion are included to provide further evidence of organization. 

• Relevant details are used to adequately develop ideas (When I’m In the class room there are 
thousands of books that help me read day by day. I am really focused on chapter books. They 
are very interesting and take a few days to read but thats why I’m interested in it. I like to read 
mystery books there are many clues that help me predict what was going to happen). Word 
choice includes specificity in some areas (focused on chapter books, many clues to help me 
predict what was going to happen). The writing demonstrates a sense of completeness and 
wholeness.  

• Knowledge of basic conventions is demonstrated, despite a few errors. The writer attempts to 
use a variety of sentence structures.    
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Anchor Paper 12 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 4 
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Anchor Paper 12 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 
 

 
 

 
Anchor Paper 12 
Score Point 4 

• The response is generally focused on the topic (If you said P.E than you are correct!).  

• Organization is evident and the writing includes an introduction and a conclusion. The use of 
effective transitional devices provides a sense of cohesiveness (but, When, I remember, Also).    

• Specific details are provided that develop two reasons the writer enjoys P.E. (We were inside 
the shelter doing push ups. It was almost time to leave, but then our P.E teacher let us dance 
until our teachers picked us up, and we were dancing all crazy. It was really fun. Also from doing 
all those push ups that day I was in shape for like one or two days. It’s good to go out side and 
get active a little). Some supporting ideas, however, are not developed (Last time I was in P.E I 
was able to find out what one of my friend’s nickname was, You can maybe run with them and 
talk about a subject in school or about phones). The writing demonstrates a sense of 
completeness and wholeness.  

• Few errors occur in basic conventions and commonly used words are usually spelled correctly. 
Various sentence structures are used.  
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Anchor Paper 13 (page 1 of 3) Score Point 5 
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Anchor Paper 13 (page 2 of 3) Score Point 5 
 

 
 

  



2014 Grade 4 FCAT 2.0 Writing Anchor Set 
 

23  
 

Anchor Paper 13 (page 3 of 3) Score Point 5 
 
Anchor Paper 13 
Score Point 5 

• The writing is focused on the topic (The three reasons why being at school is what I like about 
school are lunch, friends, and learning).  

• The response is organized and includes a brief introduction and conclusion. Effective 
transitional devices link supporting information and demonstrate progression throughout the 
essay (I also love lunch because I get to eat yummy food made by our lunchladies. Usually, we 
have three main dishes to chose from and a few more side dishes. But we ALWAYS have milk—
and I love milk! Hmmm,,,.Lastly, we finally get a break from sitting in our desks’ chairs).  

• Purposeful and relevant details adequately develop ideas (I like to play with my friends. At 
special area, we all get together and play hula-hoop or jump-rope. I like to play because my 
friends can be funny sometimes. I also like to have fun with my friends. Usually, at “Fun-Friday,” 
we play tag, or even swing together. Or, if [Julianna] brings her binoculars, we can see whats in 
the woods!). Support is somewhat vague for the third reason (A reason why I love learning is 
because you won’t be “brain dead” in the future. Because, if your “brain dead,” you won’t be 
fitting in, in the society. Learning can also help you graduate college and other technical schools. 
Mainly, graduating can get you to a better start). Word choice is adequate and the response 
demonstrates a sense of completeness.  

• The writer demonstrates control of conventions and uses capitalization and punctuation for 
effect (But we ALWAYS have milk—and I love milk!). Sentences are complete and varied, 
providing fluency to the writing.  
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Anchor Paper 14 (page 1 of 3) Score Point 5 
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Anchor Paper 14 (page 2 of 3) Score Point 5 
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Anchor Paper 14 (page 3 of 3) Score Point 5 
 
Anchor Paper 14 
Score Point 5 

• The response is focused on the topic (my most favorite thing is the teachers).  

• Organization is evident and reasons are presented, with ideas that transition smoothly 
(Teachers are clever. Once she told us to take out a pencil and it was time for a test. We were 
about to moan in disgust as she was saying that it was a math test when she said “Wait one 
minete please.” She reached into her bag and out came bowls, a large bag of candy corn, a bag 
of Kisses, and on and on she went pulling out bags of candy).  

• Anecdotes are relevant and purposeful, providing adequate supporting details throughout (One 
time in the afternoon we were all watching a movie on conjuctions. It had just started and we 
were all like “hu.” Mrs. [Powers] then stoped the movie and asked “What do you think a 
conjunction is?” one girl said “It is a word that is a phrase.” “No” Mrs. [Powers] said. “I’m glad 
you do not Know. A conjuntion is a...” and on and on. It’s Kind of funny because she makes up 
funny examples like, The dog sat on the squirle). Word choice is descriptive in some places 
(moan in disgust, cheered and roared with excitement). The writing demonstrates a sense of 
completeness.  

• The conventions of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, usage, and sentence structure are 
generally followed. Various sentence structures are used.  
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Anchor Paper 15 (page 1 of 3) Score Point 5 
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Anchor Paper 15 (page 2 of 3) Score Point 5 
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Anchor Paper 15 (page 3 of 3) Score Point 5 
 
Anchor Paper 15 
Score Point 5 

• The writing is focused on the topic (What I like to do at school is to run and play outside and go 
to fun specials like P.E.). 

• The organizational pattern is evident and ideas transition smoothly throughout (To begin with, 
But suddenly, In addition, One day).  

• Relevant details are included in the purposeful anecdotes (One day, brighter than the Sun, we 
went to the fields and Coach [Carter] had a suprise. She had a baseball and a bat. She told us 
she would toss the ball to us and wack it as hard as we could. There were 3 or 4 more people in 
front of me and I was doing my warm up swings and finally it was “MY” Turn). Word choice 
lacks precision in areas (Everyone Screaming like animals, like a herd of buffalo being disturbed 
by tigers). Descriptive word choice in other areas of the response aids development (bolted 
straight to the playground, Dashing and bolting side to side, sighed with sadness).  

• Despite some awkward sentence structure, sentences are varied and basic conventions are 
controlled.  
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Anchor Paper 16 (page 1 of 3) Score Point 6 
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Anchor Paper 16 (page 2 of 3) Score Point 6 
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Anchor Paper 16 (page 3 of 3) Score Point 6 
 

Anchor Paper 16 
Score Point 6 

• The writing is tightly focused on the topic of what the writer likes most about school.  

• A logical organizational pattern is apparent and effective transitional devices smoothly link 
ideas (It was on a Monday morning and for our homework last Friday we needed to write down 
an enbarassing thing that happened to us. [Sam], my classmate, went first. This is what [Sam] 
said, “I was at a party when I was eating a burito full of beans, untill I farted so loud everyone 
heard me.” The whole class laughed and so did [Sam]).  

• Ample supporting details are provided to develop ideas. Anecdotes are purposeful and support 
the writer’s reasons for choosing the two teachers. A mature command of language is 
demonstrated throughout (I looked at Ms. [Juarez] and saw her face turning red and tears of joy 
in her eyes. I suddenly looked at Mrs. [Finlay] sitting on the floor with her face in her hands. 
They both looked hillarious).  

• Sentences are varied, providing a natural fluency to the writing, and conventions are controlled. 
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Anchor Paper 17 (page 1 of 3) Score Point 6 
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Anchor Paper 17 (page 2 of 3) Score Point 6 
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Anchor Paper 17 (page 3 of 3) Score Point 6 
 

Anchor Paper 17  
Score Point 6 

• This response is focused on the topic (Well, reading, writing, and of course, RECESS! are all 
things that I like about school).  

• Supporting information is logically organized and flows smoothly from one idea to another, 
creating cohesiveness in the writing (Who doesn’t love recess? It’s the only time I get to scream, 
jump, run, and have a blast! My most favorite thing to do is go on the bars. I always enjoy 
hanging upside down! I also love to push myself up and settle on the top. It’s the best seat on 
the playground!).  

• Details are relevant and purposeful and provide ample development of ideas. A mature 
command of language, both in sentence structure and word choice, contributes to 
development (If I get a 6 on a writing test or paragraph, Mrs. Mallory will put a six on the wall! 
She has a bulletin board to show off our writing. If the class gets enough 6’s to fill the board, we 
get a pizza party! YUM! In my opinion, Mrs. Mallory’s writing is as creative as an artist when she 
paints pictures with her words).  

• Few errors occur in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, usage, and sentence structure. The 
variety in sentence structure creates fluency in the writing.  
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Anchor Paper 18 (page 1 of 3) Score Point 6 
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Anchor Paper 18 (page 2 of 3) Score Point 6 
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Anchor Paper 18 (page 3 of 3) Score Point 6 
 

Anchor Paper 18 
Score Point 6 

• The writing is tightly focused on the topic (But my favorite thing to do at school is go to the 
playground!).  

• The response exhibits a logical organizational pattern, with a brief introduction, a conclusion, 
and an amply developed body of writing. The smooth progression of ideas contributes to 
organization (But we dodge him quickly and run away as fast as our legs can take us. When I get 
tagged, I wait around whistling until they all run away. Then I have to be sneaky like a C.S.I 
crime investigator. I wait until a stray person separates from the group and gets lost).  

• Anecdotes are purposeful and provide ample details to support the theme. A mature command 
of language, including precise word choice and a variety of sentence structures, contributes to 
development (We all give each other Eagle-eye (for “friendly” competition) and shake hands. 
This game has officially started! The server gives us a smooth roll. Blam! The sound rings in our 
ears as the ball sky-rockets, then plummets out-field. “Run! Run!” we all shout to the kicker. He 
zig-zags to first, skips to second, and dances to third. The defenders are still not here. He moon-
walks to home. Home Run!).  

• Few errors occur in basic conventions. Punctuation is used to increase excitement (He moon-
walks to home. Home Run! At 1-0 now, we have an advantage. After that victory, we keep 
scoring and scoring. 5 to 0...10 to 0...15 to 0!).  

 




