NAEP Sample School Newspaper Article

The Nation’s Report Card and You

[School name] has the distinction of being selected to participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), also known as The Nation’s Report Card, on [insert date].  NAEP is the only ongoing national assessment of what our children know and can do in various academic subjects.  Our school’s participation will be beneficial in painting a picture of what our nation’s children are learning.  For more information about NAEP and to view sample test questions, please visit the website of the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) at https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/parents/ and Florida’s NAEP website at http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/national-international-assessments/naep/.
A random sample of our Grade [4/8/12] students will be selected for the assessment.  All responses are confidential and no results will be reported to or about individual students or schools.  Our school’s participation will provide important feedback about student achievement and the learning environment in U.S. classrooms.  Our students’ participation will contribute to improving American education and ensuring that all of our children receive the education they deserve.

We encourage and appreciate the participation of each student who is selected; however, participation in NAEP is voluntary.  Students who do participate in NAEP will gain valuable test-taking experience that benefits our nation and the State of Florida.  Parents who do not want their child to participate are requested to send written notification to [insert name of individual to be contacted] by [insert deadline for notification].  

NAEP data and results are often used by policy makers to make decisions regarding education.  To help guide these decisions, NAEP also asks students about their school experience, background, and what teachers teach in the classroom.  These questions do not address beliefs or attitudes.  Students may skip any question or part of the assessment that they do not wish to answer.  Sample Question Booklets are available in the school office and examples of NAEP background questions that will be included in the assessment can be found at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/bgquest.asp.

