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The Office of Early Learning administers federal and state child care funds and partners with 
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program.  
 
The proposed rule specifies that registration will occur through a single point of entry, either 
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enrolling, reviewing applications and storing of applications and documentation.   
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(Substantial rewording of Rule 6M-8.201 follows. See Florida Administrative Code for present text.) 

6M-8.201 Child Enrollment Procedure for the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education Program; 

Application; Parent Orientation Session  

(1) Child registration. A parent wishing to register a child in the Voluntary Prekindergarten 

Education Program must complete an application and submit it through the single point of entry established under 

section 1002.53, Florida Statutes (F.S.), and available at the following web address: 

https://vpkcp.floridaearlylearning.com/ using personal means or with assistance available at an early learning 

coalition. The application is available in English, Spanish and Haitian-Creole. 

 (a) Form OEL-VPK 01-SPEE (Single Point of Entry Student Application English), dated August 2014, is 

hereby incorporated by reference and is available by following the instructions at the following web address: 

https://vpkcp.floridaearlylearning.com.  

(b) Form OEL-VPK 01-SPES (Single Point of Entry Student Application Spanish), dated August 2014, is 

hereby incorporated by reference and is available by following the instructions at the following web address: 

https://vpkcp.floridaearlylearning.com.  

(c) Form OEL-VPK 01-SPEHC (Single Point of Entry Student Application Haitian-Creole), dated August 2014, 

is hereby incorporated by reference and is available by following the instructions at the following web address: 

https://vpkcp.floridaearlylearning.com. 

 (2) Parent Guide and Right to Information. The Voluntary Prekindergarten Parent Guide, Form OEL-VPK 06, 

is hereby incorporated by reference as adopted in Rule 6M-8.2011, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.) is 

available by following the instructions at the following web address: https://vpkcp.floridaearlylearning.com/.  

(3) Parent Handbook. The Voluntary Prekindergarten Parent Handbook, Form OEL-VPK 07 (August 2014), is 

hereby incorporated by reference and is available by following the instructions at the following web address: 

https://vpkcp.floridaearlylearning.com/ 

(4) Determining eligibility. The early learning coalition will review information submitted through the site to 

determine each child’s eligibility. 

(a) Age eligibility. The early learning coalition shall determine if a child is eligible based on the age 

requirement in s. 1002.53, F.S. by accepting the following documents showing the child’s name and date of birth: 

1. An original or certified copy of the child’s birth record filed according to law with the appropriate public 

officer; 

2. An original or certified copy of the child’s certificate of baptism or other religious record of the child’s birth, 

accompanied by an affidavit stating that the certificate is true and correct, sworn to or affirmed by the child’s parent; 

3. An insurance policy on the child’s life which has been in force for at least two years; 

4. A passport or certificate of the child’s arrival in the United States; 

5. An immunization record signed by a public health officer or licensed practicing physician; or 

6. A valid military dependent identification card. 

7. If no supporting documents listed in subparagraphs (1)(b)1.-6. above are available, a coalition may accept a 

parent’s sworn affidavit of the child’s age accompanied by a certificate of age signed by a public health officer or 



physician stating that the child’s age shown in the affidavit is true and correct. 

(b) Residential Eligibility. To be eligible for VPK, a child must reside in Florida while attending the VPK 

program. The early learning coalition shall keep a record of at least one of the following supporting documents that 

shows the name and residential address of a parent with whom the child resides: 

1. Utility bill (electric, gas, water), cable, or home phone bill; 

2. Pay stub; 

3. Residential rental agreement or receipt from rental payment; 

4. Government-issued document (e.g., Florida driver’s license, Florida identification card, property tax 

assessment showing a homestead exemption); or 

5. Military order showing that the child’s parent is a service member in the United States Armed Forces and is 

assigned to duty in Florida when the child attends the VPK program. 

6. If no supporting documents listed in subparagraphs (2)(b)1.-5. above are available, a coalition may accept an 

affidavit sworn to or affirmed by the child’s parent accompanied by a letter from a landlord or property owner which 

confirms that the child resides at the address shown in the affidavit. 

7. If no supporting documents listed in subparagraphs (2)(b)1.-6. above are available for a homeless child as 

defined in Section 1003.01, F.S., a coalition shall document residency based on other supporting documents 

showing that the child is homeless and resides in Florida (e.g., letter from a homeless shelter or affidavit sworn to or 

affirmed by the child’s parent). 

(c) Eligibility for VPK Specialized Instructional Services. Eligibility for VPK Specialized Instructional Services 

(VPK SIS) in lieu of a traditional VPK education program, requires that the child must have a disability and a 

current individual educational plan (IEP) developed by the local school district. The coalition shall keep a record of 

the child’s IEP, and ensure that the VPK Specialized Instructional Services sought are consistent with the child’s 

IEP. Rule 6M-8.500 sets forth the requirements for participation in VPK Specialized Instructional Services.   

(5) Early Learning Coalition Responsibilities.  

(a) The early learning coalition will review documentation submitted via the single point of entry, determine the 

eligibility of each child for VPK, and manage the eligibility process through the single point of entry. 

(b) When the early learning coalition has verified the eligibility of a child for VPK, and the provider has 

enrolled the child in their VPK program, a coalition must complete a child’s enrollment in the statewide information 

system by recording an association between the child and the child’s VPK provider. 

(c) An early learning coalition shall keep the profiles of VPK providers in the coalition’s geographic region 

current on the VPK web portal of the Child Care Information System administered by the Department of Children 

and Family Services at the Internet website: http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/childcare/provider. 

(d) The early learning coalition shall assist all parents who present themselves or contact the early learning 

coalition with available information to help the parent make informed decisions, including 

1. The Voluntary Prekindergarten Parent Guide. 

2. The Voluntary Prekindergarten Parent Handbook. 

3. Profiles of VPK providers in the coalition’s geographic region. 



4. Information about different VPK program types. 

(6) Enrollment. A VPK provider may only enroll a child in the VPK or VPK SIS program after the early 

learning coalition determines that the child is eligible for the program.  

(a) The VPK provider admitting the child must submit the child’s certificate of eligibility generated by the SPE 

system and the child’s assigned VPK class, or approved VPK SIS provider as applicable, to the coalition to enroll an 

eligible child.  

(b) For children enrolling into the VPK SIS program, an early learning coalition and VPK SIS providers will 

adhere to the Rule 6M-8.500, F.A.C. 

(c) A coalition must allow a VPK provider to enroll a child who resides in a Florida county other than the 

county where the provider’s VPK site is located.  

(d) A VPK provider may only enroll a child with the coalition of the county where the provider’s VPK site is 

located, regardless of the county in which the child resides. 

(e) A coalition shall complete a child’s enrollment in the statewide information system by recording an 

association between the child and the child’s VPK provider. 

Rulemaking Authority 1001.213(2). 1002.79(2) FS. Law Implemented 1002.53(4),(5), 1002.75(2)(a),(b), 

1002.82(2)(n) FS. History–New 1-19-06, Amended 5-24-07, Formerly 60BB-8.201, Amended________. 
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The Voluntary Prekindergarten Education (VPK) Program is a FREE educational program created to prepare every four-year-old in Florida for kindergarten and 
build the foundation for their educational success. The VPK program offers each child an opportunity to perform better in school and throughout life by offering 
quality programs that include developmentally appropriate curricula with a focus on early literacy skills, developmental  standards, accountability, substantial 
instruction periods, manageable class size, and qualified instructors.   
  
Choices 
The VPK Program is offered by different approved providers in Florida communities. Parents can choose between private early learning providers and public 
school providers. Parents can contact their local early learning coalition (ELC) for a list of VPK provider profiles pursuant to 1002.53(5), F.S.  Parents can choose 
one of three VPK Program types. The School-Year and Summer program types deliver classroom instruction and are available to all eligible students while the 
Specialized Instructional Services (SIS) program type is available only to children with disabilities. 
 
School Year 
• 540 instructional hours 
• Lead instructor must have training equal to a Child Development Associate 

credential or greater 
• Classes can have a maximum of 11 students with one lead instructor or a 

maximum of 20 students with a lead instructor and an assistant 

Summer  
• 300 instructional hours 
• Lead instructor must have a Bachelor’s degree or greater 
• Classes can have a maximum of 12 students with one lead instructor 

 
Specialized Instructional Services (SIS) program 
This third type of VPK program is available only to children with disabilities who have current individual educational plans (IEP) and is delivered by specialized 
providers determined eligible by the Department of Education. This program type is tailored to address the identified needs on a child’s IEP developed by the 
local school board. Ask your ELC for information about this type of program.  
 
High Educational Standards 
Children in the VPK Program receive a high-quality learning experience with teachers who meet educational standards set by the state. Teachers use a 
curriculum that must:



• Be developmentally appropriate, 
• Prepare students to be ready for kindergarten based upon the statewide kindergarten screening, and  
• Enhance the age-appropriate progress of students in attaining the VPK Education Standards adopted by the Florida State Board of Education. 

Readiness Rates 
Each VPK provider earns a “readiness rate” from the state of Florida. The readiness rate measures how well a VPK provider prepares children for kindergarten. 
Parents can view a provider’s VPK readiness rates at www.improvevpk.org. 
 
Program Entry Requirements 
There are two standard eligibility requirements (age and residency) for a child’s participation in each of the three VPK Program types and  additional eligibility 
requirements (including an IEP) for a child’s participation in the SIS program type. There is no income requirement for the VPK Program. For an application and a 
complete list of accepted documentation for proof of age and residency or for more information on the additional SIS eligibility requirements, contact your local 
ELC. 
 
Proof of age   
A child must be four years old on or before September 1st of the school-year to participate in VPK during that school-year or the following summer.  Parents must 
provide proof of their child’s age.  An example of proof of age includes an original or certified copy of the child’s birth certificate or immunization records.   
 
Proof of residency  
Children must live in Florida to participate in VPK. Parents must show proof that the family lives in Florida. Examples of this include a parent’s driver’s license, 
utility bill or paystub.   
 
Additional requirements for the Specialized Instructional Services (SIS) program 
In addition to the standard eligibility requirements above, children who enroll in the SIS program type must also have a current IEP developed by the local school 
board. 
 
Program Requirements 
Attendance and reimbursement for School-Year and Summer program types 
Law establishes how VPK providers will be paid for each child attending the VPK Program. Providers are paid for a full VPK day when a child attends any VPK 
portion of the day. The state also pays for up to one day’s worth of absences for every four days a child attends. VPK providers cannot charge parents for their 
children’s absences from the VPK Program.  
 

http://www.improvevpk.org/
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Each VPK provider must have its own attendance policy, which providers must give to parents at the time of a child’s enrollment in that provider’s VPK Program. 
If a child or a parent does not comply with the VPK provider’s attendance policy, the provider may dismiss the child from its VPK Program. Parents should be 
familiar with their VPK provider’s attendance policy and may ask their ELC to help them understand issues related to attendance and absences.  
Also, VPK providers must give parents a completed form each month that reflects their child’s attendance in VPK for the previous month. The law requires 
parents to verify their child’s attendance by reviewing this form each month and providing a signature to show the attendance record is accurate. The state pays 
the VPK provider based on this attendance record. Many VPK provider sites also require parents to sign their child in and out daily.  The daily signature is a safety 
mechanism that helps ensure only certain individuals drop off and/or pick up children.   
 
Attendance and reimbursement for Specialized Instructional Services program type 
Specialized Instructional Services providers are reimbursed for the services that are consistent with the child’s IEP which are received by the student. Parents can 
contact their local ELC for additional information regarding payment to Specialized Instructional Services providers. 
 
Assessments 
VPK providers conduct pre-assessments of enrolled children at the beginning of VPK classes and post-assessments of enrolled children near the end of VPK 
classes. 
 
Inclusion 
Private VPK providers may make reasonable accommodations to include children with special needs and disabilities in their programs.  Public school VPK 
providers are required to make these accommodations. Parents of children with special needs may contact Florida’s Office of Early Learning Call Center (866-
357-3239, [TTY: 711]) to ask questions and receive referrals to address special needs matters for parents and providers.  
 
Program Restrictions 
Changing VPK Providers   
Parents are responsible for researching potential VPK providers prior to enrolling their children. Parents may change their child’s VPK provider only one time if 
he/she meets one of the specified criteria for either a good cause reenrollment or an extreme hardship reenrollment.  Under limited circumstances, a child may 
receive a second reenrollment if he/she meets one of the specified criteria for a good cause exemption. Before removing your child from a VPK provider, contact 
your ELC to see if your child qualifies for a reenrollment or a good cause exemption.  
 
VPK Provider Policies  
VPK providers may have rules on discipline, food, dress, termination, and many other specific details.  Parents should know the policies of the VPK provider they 
choose.   
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Transportation 
Transportation to and from VPK is not part of the VPK Program.  Parents are responsible for making sure their child gets to and from VPK each day.  Some VPK 
providers may offer transportation.  Parents should check their local options if VPK transportation is a need for their family. 
Extra Hours and Extra Fees 
VPK providers cannot charge parents fees or tuition for VPK Program services. Providers can, however, offer extra child care services beyond the VPK Program 
hours. Parents should check with their VPK provider to see what the charges are for optional child care services, if this is a need for the family. Providers are 
prohibited from requiring parents to enroll their children in other services as a condition of enrollment in VPK or to charge fees for VPK Program services.  
 
Kindergarten Screening 
Public schools and some private schools administer the kindergarten screening in their schools during the first 30 school days. The children’s names and 
individual screening results are sent to the Department of Education which then works with Florida’s Office of Early Learning to match the children’s names and 
screening results with the provider where each child attended the VPK Program.  These kindergarten screening results are used to assign readiness rates to each 
VPK provider. Law requires that parents whose children participate in VPK submit their children for the kindergarten screening. 
 
For More Information, Contact Your ELC: 
Florida’s Office of Early Learning serves as the principal organization responsible for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program and partners with the 
Department of Children and Families, the Florida Department of Education and local ELCs to administer the VPK Program.  ELCs across the state help providers 
meet program requirements and help families take advantage of VPK Program services.  Your local ELC has applications and additional information about the 
VPK Program for parents and potential providers.  The ELC maintains a list of local VPK providers and public schools that participate in the VPK program. 
 
To make an informed decision about a VPK provider, use the following resources: 

•  Contact your local Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) office to receive a customized list of VPK providers in your area that meet the needs of your 
family, as well as information about child care, School Readiness and other community resources at 866-357-3239 (TTY: 711). 

•  Visit the Department of Children and Families (DCF) website http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/Childcare/provider/ to view inspection reports for licensed 
VPK providers in your area. 

•  Contact the ELC that provides early learning support services in your community for more information on VPK Programs or to request a copy of the 
profile of each VPK provider in your county using the following contact information:  

http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/Childcare/provider/
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Voluntary prekindergarten (VPK) is a             

legislatively mandated program designed to 

prepare every 4-year-old in Florida for            

kindergarten and build the foundation for their 

educational success. VPK gives each child an 

opportunity to perform better in school and 

throughout life with quality programs that     

include high literacy standards, accountability, 

appropriate curricula, substantial instruction 

periods, manageable class sizes and qualified          

instructors. All eligible 4-year-olds are entitled 

to participate in one of three VPK program    

options. 

VPK Vision 

That Florida’s children are eager to learn and 

ready to succeed when they enter kindergarten. 

VPK Mission 

To ensure that all children are intellectually,  

socially, emotionally and physically ready to  

enter school and ready to learn, fully              

recognizing the crucial role of parents as their 

child’s first teacher. 

Highlights of the VPK program 

─ High quality educational program with an 

early literacy focus. 

─ Free for all children age 4 years old on or  

before September 1 who reside in Florida. 

─ Parent choice is a priority; so both private 

and public providers participate. 





  As a parent, you have the right to make an informed VPK 

choice using one of the following methods: 

─ If you have Internet access, visit the Department of Children 

and Families (DCF) website dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/childcare/

provider to review VPK profiles of each private provider and 

public school you are considering. 

─ Contact your early learning coalition (ELC). ELCs work within 

all communities in Florida to implement early learning       

support services. Your ELC has additional information about 

the VPK program and application process. ELC contact       

information can be found at www.floridaearlylearning.com  

or by calling 1-866-357-3239 (TTY:711). 

─ If you do not have Internet access, you may view a copy of 

the profiles of each VPK provider and school in your county 

at your local ELC. 

─ You may also contact your local Child Care Resource and   

Referral (CCR&R) office to receive a customized list of VPK 

providers in your area that meet the needs of your family, as 

well as information about other community resources.  

CCR&R services are free to anyone residing in or seeking early 

learning services in Florida. For the number of your local 

CCR&R, please call the Office of Early Learning toll free:         

1-866-357-3239 (TTY: 711). 

Parent choice is a priority for the VPK program. You can choose 

from different educational settings and various program options. 

Providers must meet VPK programmatic and quality standards 

and include family child care homes, private centers, public 

schools, faith-based programs and specialized instructional ser-

vices providers.  

   As a parent, you have the right to select one of three VPK 

program options to meet your needs. 

─ School-year program – provides 540 hours of instruction 

with class sizes of no more than 20 

─ Summer program – includes 300 instructional hours and 

class sizes no more than 12; children may participate in VPK 

the summer right before the school year in which the child is 

eligible for kindergarten. 

─ VPK Specialized Instructional Services – for 4-year-old      

children with special needs, where certified or licensed   

professionals provide instruction or therapy in individual or 

small group settings. The child must have a current            

individual educational plan (IEP) from a local school district. 

Services vary based on the program you select. VPK providers 

choose the structure for the hours per day and days per week to 

meet the instructional hours required.  

http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/Childcare/provider/
http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/Childcare/provider/
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com


  As a parent, you have the right to enroll your child in a 

VPK program that guarantees the following: 

─ An approved VPK program with no cost to you for the VPK 

hours of operation. 

─ Participation in the school-year, summer or specialized 

instructional services program.  

─ The choice of paying for extended day services or 

“wraparound” care if the VPK provider you select offers   

it. Wraparound care is any care the provider offers in        

addition to regular VPK hours. 

VPK is free for eligible children. Providers are not permitted  

to charge a registration fee or require you to agree to any 

additional services or wraparound services as a condition of 

enrolling in VPK. State law does not, however, prohibit a   

provider from charging fees for programs or care that is not 

part of the VPK program (e.g., late charges, meals/snacks, 

field trips, extended care, or wraparound care). If field trips 

are part of a VPK day, providers may request that a parent 

contribute, but not require them to do so. The provider must 

also have an alternative activity for a child who does not 

attend a field trip. Before finalizing your selection, review the 

VPK provider’s discipline and attendance policies to learn 

about program policies and practices. 

   As a parent, you have the right to know that a VPK    

provider meets the following required standards: 

─ Private VPK providers must have a director with a VPK  

director credential.  

─ Private VPK providers must be licensed (child care, family 

child care home or large family child care home); be     

exempt from licensure (certain private schools or faith-

based providers); or be accredited by an approved accred-

iting association. 

─ Specialized instructional services providers must be      

licensed or certified professionals. Check with your ELC   

for more detailed information. 

During your selection, consider visiting the DCF website      

dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/childcare/provider or calling your   

ELC office to confirm the program is eligible. 

http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/Childcare/provider/


  As a parent, you have the right to know that a VPK     

program employs qualified VPK instructors and meets     

minimum classroom requirements, including  

─ Every lead VPK instructor must have at a minimum a Child 

Development Associate (CDA) Credential for the school-

year  program or a bachelor’s degree or higher in certain       

education-related programs for the summer program. 

─ VPK classroom ratios must be one instructor to every 11 

children in the school-year program and one to 12 in the 

summer. 

─ VPK class size must not exceed 20 children in the school-

year program.  

─ VPK class size must not exceed 12 children in the summer 

program. 

Teacher qualifications are important to delivering high-quality 

instruction and VPK instructors must meet minimum          

education standards. Ratio and group size are also quality 

indicators. As part of making your decision, ask potential VPK 

providers about teacher qualifications and classroom         

requirements. 

   As a parent, you have the right to select a VPK program 

that delivers high-quality instruction including 

─ A curriculum that is developmentally appropriate with a 

focus on early literacy skills. 

─ A program that prepares your child to be ready for        

kindergarten based on the standards adopted by the State 

Board of Education for use in VPK. 

To best meet the needs of each child and prepare them for 

future school success, VPK curriculum must be individually 

and age appropriate and aligned with state performance 

standards. State performance standards provide guidelines   

to teachers about what children should know and be able to 

do in order to help plan instructional activities for your child. 

Instructional activities involve engaging in child-initiated and 

teacher-directed play opportunities. When making decisions 

about the best VPK provider for your child, ask about         

curriculum and planned activities to determine if the program 

activities meet your expectations about quality early learning 

practices. 



  As a parent, you have the right to enroll your 4-year-old 

in a VPK program (subject to the provider’s or school’s 

agreement to admit your child), including families  

─ Who have a child with a disability. While individual educa-

tional plans (IEPs) are not required to be served in VPK, 

VPK providers are required to make their programs acces-

sible to children with  disabilities under the Americans 

with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act.  

─ In the military, temporarily based in Florida.  

─ Who may be displaced due to a hurricane or other natural 

disaster or are temporarily homeless. 

The only residency requirement is that children live in Florida 

during the time they are attending VPK. This means that 4-

year-old children living in Florida temporarily are eligible for 

services. 

    As a parent, you have the right to withdraw your child 

from VPK at any time. You may also have the right to           

re-enroll your 4-year-old in another VPK program under  

specific conditions:  

─ A parent may apply for an extreme hardship re-enrollment 

for his/her eligible child in the summer program if his/her 

child completed less than 70 percent of the school-year 

VPK hours.  

─ A parent may re-enroll his/her eligible child within the 

same program type, as long as the child has completed 

less than 70 percent of VPK hours. 

VPK is a program in which parents of eligible 4-year-old     

children can voluntarily enroll their child for services. If you 

have any questions about eligibility, contact your ELC or the 

Office of Early Learning toll free: 1-866-357-3239 (TTY:711). 





  As a parent, you have the responsibility to comply with 

date of birth verification requirements by providing a copy of 

at least one of the following approved supporting documents 

that show your child’s name and date of birth: 

─ An original or certified copy of your child’s birth record.  

─ An original or certified copy of your child’s certificate of   

baptism accompanied by an affidavit sworn to by the child’s 

parent that the certificate is correct.  

─ An insurance policy on your child’s life that is in force for at 

least two years. 

─ A religious record of the child’s birth accompanied by an  

affidavit sworn to by the child’s parent that the record is 

correct.  

─ A passport or certificate of arrival in the United States. 

─ An immunization record signed by a health officer or doctor. 

─ A valid military dependent identification card. 

─ A parent may submit an affidavit of the child’s age sworn to 

or affirmed by the parent. 

Parents must provide documentation to prove that their child 

meets the VPK age requirements. A child must be 4 years of age 

on or before September 1 to be eligible for VPK. If you have any 

questions about age requirements for VPK, contact your ELC or 

the Office of Early Learning toll free: 1-866-357-3239 (TTY:711). 

   As a parent, you have the responsibility to comply with 

residential address verification requirements by providing a 

copy of at least one of the following supporting documents 

that show the name and residential address of the parent with 

whom the child resides: 

1.  Utility , cable or home phone bill.  

2.  Pay stub.  

3.  Residential rental agreement or receipt for rental payment. 

4.  Government-issued document (e.g., driver’s license). 

5.  A military order issued to the parent, if a child’s parent is a 

service member of the United States Armed Forces, which 

shows that the parent will reside in Florida when the child 

attends VPK.  

6. An affidavit of the child’s residential address sworn to by   

the parent, if accompanied by a letter from a landlord that 

confirms the child resides at the same address shown in the 

parent’s affidavit.  



7. Documentation of residency for a homeless child based 

on other documents (e.g., letter from a homeless shelter). 

Parents must provide documentation to prove that their child 

lives in Florida during the time they will be attending VPK. A 

child living in Florida is eligible for VPK with the proper      

documentation for eligibility. If you have any    questions 

about residency requirements, contact your ELC or Office of 

Early Learning toll free: 1-866-357-3239 (TTY:711). 

   As a parent, you have the responsibility to ensure your 

child participates in kindergarten screening.  

─ You have the responsibility to comply with the              

kindergarten screening process that will occur when your 

child enrolls in kindergarten. 

All kindergarten students are required to participate in the 

Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener in the first 30 days 

of kindergarten. Kindergarten screening is a process that 

helps us better understand how much your child learned in 

VPK. It also helps your child’s kindergarten teacher            

understand what your child knows and can do, which will 

help with instructional planning. 

Kindergarten students who attend public schools will be 

screened automatically. If your child will attend kindergarten 

in a non-public school, you are responsible for having your 

child screened. Be sure to check with your child's                

kindergarten to make sure your child is screened.  

   As a parent, you are responsible for your child’s VPK 

transportation. 

─ Parents are responsible for their child’s transportation to 

and from the VPK program. 

Some VPK providers may offer transportation services at a 

cost. You may want to explore these options before choosing 

a VPK provider. 



  As a parent, you are responsible for complying with the 

VPK attendance and other program policies. 

─ Parents have the responsibility to comply with the attend-

ance policies for the VPK program in which their child is 

enrolled. 

─ Parents have the responsibility to comply with all of the 

VPK provider’s policies (e.g., discipline, late fees). 

Providers have individual policies related to attendance, disci-

pline and late fees. You should become familiar with policies 

that apply to children in VPK before enrolling your child in the 

program. 





Early Learning Coalition (ELC) 

ELCs have additional information on VPK, including application 

procedures and dates to apply in your county. 1-866-357-3239 

(TTY: 711) www.floridaearlylearning.com 

Office of Early Learning 

The Office of Early Learning provides state-level support and 

direction for implementing the VPK program as well as other 

early learning programs. 1-866-357-3239 (TTY: 711) 

www.floridaearlylearning.com. 

Department of Children & Families (DCF) 

The Department of Children and Families regulates licensed 

child care facilities, licensed family child care homes and facili-

ties that care for mildly ill children in 60 of Florida’s 67 counties. 

850-488-4900 dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/childcare/provider. 

Florida Abuse Hotline 

The Florida Abuse Hotline provides a full spectrum of services, 

from parenting classes and respite care to transportation and 

child care. The goal is to keep children safe with their own fami-

lies when possible. 1-800-96-ABUSE or 1-800-962-2873 

www.dcf.state.fl.us/abuse. 

Florida’s Central Directory of Early Childhood Services 

The central directory provides information and referral services 

on disabilities and special health care needs for families, service 

coordinators and other professionals who work with children 

with special needs. 1-800-654-4440 www.centraldirectory.org. 

Florida KidCare 

Florida KidCare is the health insurance program for uninsured 

children younger than age 19. 1-888-540-5437 

www.floridakidcare.org. 

2-1-1 

2-1-1 is a national information and referral service that pro-

vides information and referrals to human services resources 

such as crisis intervention services, support groups, financial 

assistance and job training. Dial 211 www.211.org. 

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/
http://dcfsanswrite.state.fl.us/Childcare/provider/
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/abuse-hotline
http://www.centraldirectory.org/
http://www.floridahealth.gov/AlternateSites/KidCare/
C:/Users/Cynthia.Sucher/Documents/AdobeStockPhotos


Parents’ Rights 

As a parent, I have the right to enroll my 4-year-old 

child in a  free school-year or summer VPK program. 

As a parent, I have the right to select VPK program   

options that meet my child’s needs. 

If I have a 4-year-old with special needs who has an IEP 

from a local school district, my child may be eligible for VPK 

specialized instructional services. 

As a parent, I have the right to make an informed VPK 

choice. 

    As a parent, I have the right to select a VPK program 

that employs VPK instructors and meets minimum classroom 

requirements. 

    As a parent, I have the right to select a VPK program 

that follows approved VPK curriculum and guidelines. 

Parents’ Responsibilities 

    As a parent, I am responsible for complying with date-of

-birth verification requirements. 

    As a parent, I am responsible for complying with       

residential address verification requirements. 

    As a parent, I am responsible for ensuring my child     

participates in kindergarten screening. 

    As a parent, I am responsible for my child’s VPK      

transportation. 

    As a parent, I am                                                                         

responsible for complying                                                                       

with the provider’s                                                                                

attendance and other                                                                  

program policies. 

 



          www.floridaearlylearning.com 

                250 Marriott Drive, Tallahassee, FL  32399 

                Toll free: 866-357-3239 (TTY: 711) 
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1001.213  Office of Early Learning.—There  is created within the Office of  Independent Education 
and Parental Choice the Office of Early Learning, as required under s. 20.15, which shall be administered 
by an executive director. The office  shall be  fully accountable  to  the Commissioner of Education but 
shall: 

(1)  Independently exercise all powers, duties, and functions prescribed by law and shall not be 
construed as part of the K‐20 education system. 

(2)  Adopt rules for the establishment and operation of the school readiness program and the 
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. The office shall submit the rules to the State Board of 
Education for approval or disapproval. If the state board does not act on a rule within 60 days after 
receipt, the rule shall be filed immediately with the Department of State. 

(3)  In compliance with part VI of chapter 1002 and its powers and duties under s. 1002.82, 
administer the school readiness program at the state level for the state’s eligible population described in 
s. 1002.87 and provide guidance to early learning coalitions in the implementation of the program. 

(4)  In compliance with parts V and VI of chapter 1002 and its powers and duties under s. 1002.75, 
administer the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program at the state level. 

(5)  Administer the operational requirements of the child care resource and referral network at the 
state level. 

(6)  Keep administrative staff to the minimum necessary to administer the duties of the office. 
History.—s. 1, ch. 2013‐252.  
 
1002.53  Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program; eligibility and enrollment.— 
(1)  The Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program is created and shall be organized, designed, 

and delivered in accordance with s. 1(b) and (c), Art. IX of the State Constitution. 
(2)  Each child who resides in this state who will have attained the age of 4 years on or before 

September 1 of the school year is eligible for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program during 
that school year. The child remains eligible until the beginning of the school year for which the child is 
eligible for admission to kindergarten in a public school under s. 1003.21(1)(a)2. or until the child is 
admitted to kindergarten, whichever occurs first. 

(3)  The parent of each child eligible under subsection (2) may enroll the child in one of the 
following programs: 

(a)  A school‐year prekindergarten program delivered by a private prekindergarten provider under 
s. 1002.55; 

(b)  A summer prekindergarten program delivered by a public school or private prekindergarten 
provider under s. 1002.61; 

(c)  A school‐year prekindergarten program delivered by a public school; or 
(d)  A specialized instructional services program for children who have disabilities, if the child has 

been evaluated and determined as eligible, has a current individual educational plan developed by the 
local school board, and is eligible for the program under s. 1002.66. 

Except as provided in s. 1002.71(4), a child may not enroll in more than one of these programs. 
(4)(a)  Each parent enrolling a child in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program must 

complete and submit an application to the early learning coalition through the single point of entry 
established under s. 1002.82. 

(b)  The application must be submitted on forms prescribed by the Office of Early Learning and 
must be accompanied by a certified copy of the child’s birth certificate. The forms must include a 
certification, in substantially the form provided in s. 1002.71(6)(b)2., that the parent chooses the private 
prekindergarten provider or public school in accordance with this section and directs that payments for 
the program be made to the provider or school. The Office of Early Learning may authorize alternative 
methods for submitting proof of the child’s age in lieu of a certified copy of the child’s birth certificate. 



(c)  Each early learning coalition shall coordinate with each of the school districts within the 
coalition’s county or multicounty region in the development of procedures for enrolling children in 
prekindergarten programs delivered by public schools. 

(5)  The early learning coalition shall provide each parent enrolling a child in the Voluntary 
Prekindergarten Education Program with a profile of every private prekindergarten provider and public 
school delivering the program within the county where the child is being enrolled. The profiles shall be 
provided to parents in a format prescribed by the Office of Early Learning. The profiles must include, at a 
minimum, the following information about each provider and school: 

(a)  The provider’s or school’s services, curriculum, instructor credentials, and instructor‐to‐student 
ratio; and 

(b)  The provider’s or school’s kindergarten readiness rate calculated in accordance with s. 1002.69, 
based upon the most recent available results of the statewide kindergarten screening. 

(6)(a)  A parent may enroll his or her child with any private prekindergarten provider that is eligible 
to deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program under this part; however, the provider may 
determine whether to admit any child. An early learning coalition may not limit the number of students 
admitted by any private prekindergarten provider for enrollment in the program. However, this 
paragraph does not authorize an early learning coalition to allow a provider to exceed any staff‐to‐
children ratio, square footage per child, or other requirement imposed under ss. 402.301‐402.319 as a 
result of admissions in the prekindergarten program. 

(b)  A parent may enroll his or her child with any public school within the school district which is 
eligible to deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program under this part, subject to available 
space. Each school district may limit the number of students admitted by any public school for 
enrollment in the school‐year program; however, the school district must provide for the admission of 
every eligible child within the district whose parent enrolls the child in a summer prekindergarten 
program delivered by a public school under s. 1002.61. 

(c)  Each private prekindergarten provider and public school must comply with the 
antidiscrimination requirements of 42 U.S.C. s. 2000d, regardless of whether the provider or school 
receives federal financial assistance. A private prekindergarten provider or public school may not 
discriminate against a parent or child, including the refusal to admit a child for enrollment in the 
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program, in violation of these antidiscrimination requirements. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 2004‐484; s. 4, ch. 2009‐3; s. 26, ch. 2010‐210; s. 3, ch. 2010‐227; s. 449, ch. 2011‐
142; s. 3, ch. 2013‐252. 

 
1002.75  Office of Early Learning; powers and duties.— 
(1)  The Office of Early Learning shall adopt by rule a standard statewide provider contract to be 

used with each Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider, with standardized attachments 
by provider type. The office shall publish a copy of the standard statewide provider contract on its 
website. The standard statewide contract shall include, at a minimum, provisions for provider probation, 
termination for cause, and emergency termination for those actions or inactions of a provider that pose 
an immediate and serious danger to the health, safety, or welfare of children. The standard statewide 
contract shall also include appropriate due process procedures. During the pendency of an appeal of a 
termination, the provider may not continue to offer its services. Any provision imposed upon a provider 
that is inconsistent with, or prohibited by, law is void and unenforceable. 

(2)  The Office of Early Learning shall adopt procedures governing the administration of the 
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program by the early learning coalitions and school districts for: 

(a)  Enrolling children in and determining the eligibility of children for the Voluntary 
Prekindergarten Education Program under s. 1002.53, which shall include the enrollment of children by 
public schools and private providers that meet specified requirements. 



(b)  Providing parents with profiles of private prekindergarten providers and public schools under s. 
1002.53. 

(c)  Registering private prekindergarten providers and public schools to deliver the program under 
ss. 1002.55, 1002.61, and 1002.63. 

(d)  Determining the eligibility of private prekindergarten providers to deliver the program under 
ss. 1002.55 and 1002.61 and streamlining the process of provider eligibility whenever possible. 

(e)  Verifying the compliance of private prekindergarten providers and public schools and removing 
providers or schools from eligibility to deliver the program due to noncompliance or misconduct as 
provided in s. 1002.67. 

(f)  Paying private prekindergarten providers and public schools under s. 1002.71. 
(g)  Documenting and certifying student enrollment and student attendance under s. 1002.71. 
(h)  Reconciling advance payments in accordance with the uniform attendance policy under s. 

1002.71. 
(i)  Reenrolling students dismissed by a private prekindergarten provider or public school for 

noncompliance with the provider’s or school district’s attendance policy under s. 1002.71. 
(3)  The Office of Early Learning shall adopt, in consultation with and subject to approval by the 

department, procedures governing the administration of the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education 
Program by the early learning coalitions and school districts for: 

(a)  Approving improvement plans of private prekindergarten providers and public schools under s. 
1002.67. 

(b)  Placing private prekindergarten providers and public schools on probation and requiring 
corrective actions under s. 1002.67. 

(c)  Removing a private prekindergarten provider or public school from eligibility to deliver the 
program due to the provider’s or school’s remaining on probation beyond the time permitted under s. 
1002.67. 

(d)  Enrolling children in and determining the eligibility of children for the Voluntary 
Prekindergarten Education Program under s. 1002.66. 

(e)  Paying specialized instructional services providers under s. 1002.66. 
(4)  The Office of Early Learning shall also adopt procedures for the distribution of funds to early 

learning coalitions under s. 1002.71. 
(5)  Except as provided by law, the Office of Early Learning may not impose requirements on a 

private prekindergarten provider or public school that does not deliver the Voluntary Prekindergarten 
Education Program or receive state funds under this part. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 2004‐484; s. 7, ch. 2010‐227; s. 459, ch. 2011‐142; s. 78, ch. 2012‐96; s. 14, ch. 
2013‐252. 

 
1002.79  Rulemaking authority.—The Office of Early Learning shall adopt rules under ss. 

120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer the provisions of this part conferring duties upon the office. 
History.—s. 1, ch. 2004‐484; s. 458, ch. 2011‐142; s. 79, ch. 2012‐96; s. 16, ch. 2013‐252. 
 
1002.82  Office of Early Learning; powers and duties.— 
(1)  For purposes of administration of the Child Care and Development Block Grant Trust Fund, 

pursuant to 45 C.F.R. parts 98 and 99, the Office of Early Learning is designated as the lead agency and 
must comply with lead agency responsibilities pursuant to federal law. The office may apply to the 
Governor and Cabinet for a waiver of, and the Governor and Cabinet may waive, any provision of ss. 
411.223 and 1003.54 if the waiver is necessary for implementation of the school readiness program. 
Section 125.901(2)(a)3. does not apply to the school readiness program. 

(2)  The office shall: 



(a)  Focus on improving the educational quality delivered by all providers participating in the school 
readiness program. 

(b)  Preserve parental choice by permitting parents to choose from a variety of child care 
categories, including center‐based care, family child care, and informal child care to the extent 
authorized in the state’s Child Care and Development Fund Plan as approved by the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services pursuant to 45 C.F.R. s. 98.18. Care and curriculum by a faith‐
based provider may not be limited or excluded in any of these categories. 

(c)  Be responsible for the prudent use of all public and private funds in accordance with all legal 
and contractual requirements, safeguarding the effective use of federal, state, and local resources to 
achieve the highest practicable level of school readiness for the children described in s. 1002.87, 
including: 

1.  The adoption of a uniform chart of accounts for budgeting and financial reporting purposes that 
provides standardized definitions for expenditures and reporting, consistent with the requirements of 
45 C.F.R. part 98 and s. 1002.89 for each of the following categories of expenditure: 

a.  Direct services to children. 
b.  Administrative costs. 
c.  Quality activities. 
d.  Nondirect services. 
2.  Coordination with other state and federal agencies to perform data matches on children 

participating in the school readiness program and their families in order to verify the children’s eligibility 
pursuant to s. 1002.87. 

(d)  Establish procedures for the biennial calculation of the average market rate. 
(e)  Review each early learning coalition’s school readiness program plan every 2 years and provide 

final approval of the plan and any amendments submitted. 
(f)  Establish a unified approach to the state’s efforts to coordinate a comprehensive early learning 

program. In support of this effort, the office: 
1.  Shall adopt specific program support services that address the state’s school readiness program, 

including: 
a.  Statewide data information program requirements that include: 
(I)  Eligibility requirements. 
(II)  Financial reports. 
(III)  Program accountability measures. 
(IV)  Child progress reports. 
b.  Child care resource and referral services. 
c.  A single point of entry and uniform waiting list. 
2.  May provide technical assistance and guidance on additional support services to complement 

the school readiness program, including: 
a.  Rating and improvement systems. 
b.  Warm‐Line services. 
c.  Anti‐fraud plans. 
d.  School readiness program standards. 
e.  Child screening and assessments. 
f.  Training and support for parental involvement in children’s early education. 
g.  Family literacy activities and services. 
(g)  Provide technical assistance to early learning coalitions. 
(h)  In cooperation with the early learning coalitions, coordinate with the Child Care Services 

Program Office of the Department of Children and Families to reduce paperwork and to avoid 



duplicating interagency activities, health and safety monitoring, and acquiring and composing data 
pertaining to child care training and credentialing. 

(i)  Develop, in coordination with the Child Care Services Program Office of the Department of 
Children and Families, and adopt a health and safety checklist to be completed by license‐exempt 
providers that does not exceed the requirements s. 402.305. 

(j)  Develop and adopt standards and benchmarks that address the age‐appropriate progress of 
children in the development of school readiness skills. The standards for children from birth to 5 years of 
age in the school readiness program must be aligned with the performance standards adopted for 
children in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program and must address the following domains: 

1.  Approaches to learning. 
2.  Cognitive development and general knowledge. 
3.  Numeracy, language, and communication. 
4.  Physical development. 
5.  Self‐regulation. 
(k)  Select assessments that are valid, reliable, and developmentally appropriate for use as 

preassessment and postassessment for the age ranges specified in the coalition plans. The assessments 
must be designed to measure progress in the domains of the performance standards adopted pursuant 
to paragraph (j), provide appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities and English language 
learners, and be administered by qualified individuals, consistent with the publisher’s instructions. 

(l)  Adopt a list of approved curricula that meet the performance standards for the school readiness 
program and establish a process for the review and approval of a provider’s curriculum that meets the 
performance standards. 

(m)  Adopt by rule a standard statewide provider contract to be used with each school readiness 
program provider, with standardized attachments by provider type. The office shall publish a copy of the 
standard statewide provider contract on its website. The standard statewide contract shall include, at a 
minimum, provisions for provider probation, termination for cause, and emergency termination for 
those actions or inactions of a provider that pose an immediate and serious danger to the health, safety, 
or welfare of the children. The standard statewide provider contract shall also include appropriate due 
process procedures. During the pendency of an appeal of a termination, the provider may not continue 
to offer its services. Any provision imposed upon a provider that is inconsistent with, or prohibited by, 
law is void and unenforceable. 

(n)  Establish a single statewide information system that each coalition must use for the purposes 
of managing the single point of entry, tracking children’s progress, coordinating services among 
stakeholders, determining eligibility of children, tracking child attendance, and streamlining 
administrative processes for providers and early learning coalitions. 

(o)  Adopt by rule standardized procedures for coalitions to use when monitoring the compliance of 
school readiness program providers with the terms of the standard statewide provider contract. 

(p)  Monitor and evaluate the performance of each early learning coalition in administering the 
school readiness program, ensuring proper payments for school readiness program services, 
implementing the coalition’s school readiness program plan, and administering the Voluntary 
Prekindergarten Education Program. These monitoring and performance evaluations must include, at a 
minimum, onsite monitoring of each coalition’s finances, management, operations, and programs. 

(q)  Work in conjunction with the Bureau of Federal Education Programs within the Department of 
Education to coordinate readiness and voluntary prekindergarten services to the populations served by 
the bureau. 

(r)  Administer a statewide toll‐free Warm‐Line to provide assistance and consultation to child care 
facilities and family day care homes regarding health, developmental, disability, and special needs issues 



of the children they are serving, particularly children with disabilities and other special needs. The office 
shall: 

1.  Annually inform child care facilities and family day care homes of the availability of this service 
through the child care resource and referral network under s. 1002.92. 

2.  Expand or contract for the expansion of the Warm‐Line to maintain at least one Warm‐Line in 
each early learning coalition service area. 

(3)  If the office determines during the review of school readiness program plans, or through 
monitoring and performance evaluations conducted under s. 1002.85, that an early learning coalition 
has not substantially implemented its plan, has not substantially met the performance standards and 
outcome measures adopted by the office, or has not effectively administered the school readiness 
program or Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program, the office may temporarily contract with a 
qualified entity to continue school readiness program and prekindergarten services in the coalition’s 
county or multicounty region until the office reestablishes the coalition and a new school readiness 
program plan is approved in accordance with the rules adopted by the office. 

(4)  The office may request the Governor to apply for a waiver to allow a coalition to administer the 
Head Start Program to accomplish the purposes of the school readiness program. 

(5)  By January 1 of each year, the office shall annually publish on its website a report of its 
activities conducted under this section. The report must include a summary of the coalitions’ annual 
reports, a statewide summary, and the following: 

(a)  An analysis of early learning activities throughout the state, including the school readiness 
program and the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. 

1.  The total and average number of children served in the school readiness program, enumerated 
by age, eligibility priority category, and coalition, and the total number of children served in the 
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. 

2.  A summary of expenditures by coalition, by fund source, including a breakdown by coalition of 
the percentage of expenditures for administrative activities, quality activities, nondirect services, and 
direct services for children. 

3.  A description of the office’s and each coalition’s expenditures by fund source for the quality and 
enhancement activities described in s. 1002.89(6)(b). 

4.  A summary of annual findings and collections related to provider fraud and parent fraud. 
5.  Data regarding the coalitions’ delivery of early learning programs. 
6.  The total number of children disenrolled statewide and the reason for disenrollment. 
7.  The total number of providers by provider type. 
8.  The total number of provider contracts revoked and the reasons for revocation. 
(b)  A summary of the activities and detailed expenditures related to the Child Care Executive 

Partnership Program. 
(6)(a)  Parental choice of child care providers, including private and faith‐based providers, shall be 

established to the maximum extent practicable in accordance with 45 C.F.R. s. 98.30. 
(b)  As used in this subsection, the term “payment certificate” means a child care certificate as 

defined in 45 C.F.R. s. 98.2. 
(c)  The school readiness program shall, in accordance with 45 C.F.R. s. 98.30, provide parental 

choice through a payment certificate that provides, to the maximum extent possible, flexibility in the 
school readiness program and payment arrangements. The payment certificate must bear the names of 
the beneficiary and the program provider and, when redeemed, must bear the signatures of both the 
beneficiary and an authorized representative of the provider. 

(d)  If it is determined that a provider has given any cash or other consideration to the beneficiary 
in return for receiving a payment certificate, the early learning coalition or its fiscal agent shall refer the 
matter to the Department of Financial Services pursuant to s. 414.411 for investigation. 



(7)  Participation in the school readiness program does not expand the regulatory authority of the 
state, its officers, or an early learning coalition to impose any additional regulation on providers beyond 
those necessary to enforce the requirements set forth in this part and part V of this chapter. 

History.—s. 17, ch. 2013‐252. 
 




