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Introduction  
Florida’s Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards were adopted by the State Board of Education on 
February 12, 2020. In Spring 2023, a B.E.S.T. Writing field test was administered to a representative sample of Florida 
students. The first operational administration of B.E.S.T. Writing was the Spring 2024 administration. 

Please refer to the B.E.S.T. Writing Fact Sheet for more information on the B.E.S.T. Writing program. 

Most students, including English Language Learners (ELLs) and exceptional student education (ESE) students, enrolled in 
the tested grade levels participate in the B.E.S.T. test administrations. Allowable accommodations are provided to ELL 
and ESE students with these accommodations documented on their Individual Education Plans (IEPs) or Section 504 
Plans. 

Testing  Format  
Sample items are available in the Sample Items area of Florida’s Assessment Portal. 

Paper-based accommodated test forms are provided for students with that accommodation listed on their IEPs or Section 
504 Plans. Accommodated paper-based forms include regular print, large print, braille, and one-item-per-page; and 
computer-based accommodations include answer masking and text-to-speech (TTS). 

B.E.S.T. Writing Scores   
The B.E.S.T. Writing assessment is scored and reported on a 12-point rubric with the following dimensions: 
Purpose/Structure, Development, and Language. Each dimension is worth four possible points. Students will receive an 
overall raw score out of 12 points, with a minimum score of 3, and a raw score out of 4 points for each dimension. The 
B.E.S.T. Writing Rubrics are available on the FDOE website and are broken out by grade band (4–6 and 7–10) and prompt 
mode (Argumentative or Expository). 

The B.E.S.T. Writing results are reported in Family Portal. B.E.S.T. Writing scores are reported separately from FAST ELA 
Reading; the two scores are not combined to create an overall ELA score. In addition, B.E.S.T. Writing scores are not 
reported in real time like other statewide assessments; they are reported after the testing window closes once all responses 
have been scored and quality assurance checks have been completed. 

The following information is reported for the Spring 2024 testing window for grades 4–10 B.E.S.T. Writing: 
• Students will receive an overall raw score and raw score by writing dimension (points earned out of points possible). 
• Comparisons at the school, district, and state levels will be provided. 
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Family  Portal  
Families can access their student’s B.E.S.T. Writing results in Family Portal using the login information provided by the 
student’s school, which includes the student’s unique six-digit access code. Families can access the portal directly from the FAST 
portal or through their district’s Student Information System (SIS). Starting in Summer 2024, we have enhanced the look of Family 
Portal to improve the user experience. 

On the Dashboard (Figure 1), families can see their student’s overall raw score and download or print a copy of their student’s 
Individual Student Report (ISR). Scores and ISRs are available in Family Portal after the testing window. Families can access 
additional information about their student’s results by clicking on the View Detailed Report button (purple-shaded area). To 
download a copy of the ISR, families can click on the Download Detailed Report button (orange-shaded area). 

Figure 1. Family Portal Dashboard 

Note: If a student is assigned a condition code, only an ISR will be available. The score will 
display the condition code. A condition code is assigned when a student’s response does not 
meet the minimum requirements to receive a score. If a student left the response blank, there 
would be no record. 

The View Detailed Report button will navigate to the Detailed Report page (Figure 2), which contains the following tabs (orange-
shaded area): 

• Overall: This tab displays the overall results for the assessment that the student completed (Figure 2). For B.E.S.T. 
Writing, this includes the student’s overall raw score and raw score by writing dimension. 
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• Test Questions: This tab displays the student’s performance on the item (Figure 3). The number in the Item # 
column (blue-shaded area) is clickable and navigates to the student’s response. The Result column (purple-
shaded area) will display one of the following symbols, depending on the student’s score: 

o Correct – If the student received a score of 12/12. 

o Partial – If the student received a score between 3/12 and 11/12. 

o Incorrect – If the student was assigned a condition code. 

o Blank – Not applicable to B.E.S.T. Writing. 
• Responses: This tab displays the writing prompt the student received, the student’s actual response and the rubric 

used to score the response (Figure 4). Responses for students who tested using paper-based accommodations will 
be available later than CBT responses due to handscoring and scanning activities. 

• Resources to Help Your Student: This tab contains links to resources corresponding to the test (Figure 5). 

Figure 2. Family Portal – Detailed Report Page 
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Figure 3. Family Portal – Test Questions Tab 

Note: If a student is assigned a condition code, the score will display 0 over the overall score 
of 12. 

Figure 4. Family Portal – Responses Tab 
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Figure 5. Family Portal – Resources Tab 
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Individual  Student  Reports  (ISR)  
This is a one-page report that provides a summarized overview of a student’s performance. Below are explanations for 
the different sections included in the ISR for B.E.S.T. Writing. The student’s school may provide this report electronically 
through the district’s parent portal, a printed copy may be generated and distributed, or it may be accessed through the 
Family Portal. 

B.E.S.T. Writing Individual  Student  Report  
The top of the ISR contains student, school, and district information and the grade level assessment the student took. The 
example shown in the following graphic is for a grade 4 B.E.S.T. Writing test: 

• Score information: The blue-shaded area displays the student’s raw score. 
• Score comparison: The purple-shaded area allows parents to see how their student's raw score compares with 

their peers at the school, district, and state level. 
• Notes for families: The orange-shaded area contains important notes for families. This information may change 

between administrations. 
• Performance by Writing Dimension: The green-shaded section displays the student’s achievement for each 

writing dimension on the test. 

Figure 6. B.E.S.T. Writing Individual Student Report 
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B.E.S.T. Writing Individual  Student  Report with  a  Condition Code  
Should a student response receive a condition code, the condition code text will be displayed instead of a score. The 
example shown in the following graphic is for an assessment with the Copied Text condition code. See below for a list of 
other possible condition codes. 

• Score information: The blue-shaded area displays the condition code the student received. 
• Score comparison: The purple-shaded area allows parents to see the average raw score at the school, district, 

and state level. 
• Notes for families: The orange-shaded area contains important notes for families. This information may change 

between administrations. 
• Performance by Writing Dimension: The green-shaded section displays a description of the condition code the 

student received. 

Figure 7. B.E.S.T. Writing Individual Student Report with a Condition Code 
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Condition Codes  
When a condition code is assigned to a student response, no score is reported for that student. One of the following 
condition codes is assigned when a student’s response does not meet the minimal requirements to receive a score. 

Condition Code  Description  

Insufficient  The response does not contain enough  writing to be scored.  

Off-Topic  The response does not address the writing  prompt.  

Foreign Language  The response is written in  a language other than  English.  

Illegible/Incomprehensible  The response cannot be read or understood.  

Copied Text  The response consists  of Copied Text from  the passages and an  
insufficient amount of original student  writing.  

Common Refusal/  
Common Refusal Words  

The response indicated non-participation in the writing task.  
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Change Log 

Location Change Date 

Throughout Guide Removed references to Scale Scores and On/Below 
Grade Level and updated graphics accordingly. 7/22/2024 

Throughout Guide Fixed formatting and line spacing to be consistent 
across document. 7/22/2024 
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Copyright  Statement  for  this  Office  of  Assessment  Publication  

Authorization for reproduction of this document is hereby granted to persons acting in an official capacity within the 
Uniform System of Public K–12 Schools as defined in Section 1000.01(4), Florida Statutes. This copyright notice must be 
included in all copies. 

All trademarks and trade names found in this publication are the property of their respective owners and are not 
associated with the publisher of this publication. 

This publication is provided by the Florida Department of Education to Florida public schools free of charge and is not 
intended for resale. 

Permission is NOT granted for distribution or reproduction outside the Uniform System of Public K–12 Schools or for 
commercial distribution of the copyrighted materials without written authorization from the Florida Department of 
Education. Questions regarding use of these copyrighted materials should be sent to the following: 

Office of Assessment 
Florida Department of Education 
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 414 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400 

Copyright © 2024 
State of Florida 

Department of Education 
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