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1 FLORIDA SCORE REPORTS

The Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) in English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, and
end-of-course (EOC) subjects (Algebra 1 and Geometry) were first administered to Florida
students in spring 2015. The Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) statewide
science assessments were administered on paper in grades 5 and 8 beginning spring 2012. The first
online administration of NGSSS EOC assessments for Biology 1, U.S. History, and Civics
occurred in 2012, 2013, and 2014, respectively. By statute, all Florida public school students are
required to participate in the statewide assessments. Since fall 2020, all FSA and NGSSS
assessments have been collectively referred to as the Florida Statewide Assessments.

In the spring 2021 testing window, the following FSA and NGSSS tests were administrated to
Florida students: Grades 3-10 ELA Reading, Grades 4-10 ELA Writing, Grades 3-8
Mathematics, Grades 5 and 8 Science, and EOC (Algebra 1, Geometry, Biology 1, Civics, and
U.S. History). In addition, the Grade 10 ELA Retake and Algebra 1 Retake were offered to students
who needed to retake the test for graduation purposes in the spring of a given year. To receive a
valid ELA score, students were required to complete both writing and reading components in
Grades 4—10/Retake.

Grades 3—6 Reading and Mathematics assessments and Grades 5 and 8 Science assessments are
fixed operational forms on paper. Grades 7-8 Mathematics assessments, EOC assessments in
Algebra 1, Geometry, Biology 1, Civics, and U.S. History, and Grades 7-10 Reading assessments
are online fixed-form operational forms. Grades 4—6 Writing assessments are administered on
paper whereas Grades 7—-10 Writing assessments are administered online. In addition, paper-based
accommodated test forms are provided to students who have the accommodation listed on their
Individual Educational Plan (IEP) or Section 504 Plan.

The purpose of this volume, the Score Interpretation Guide, is to document the features of the
PearsonAccess Next Reporting System (PANext Reporting), which was designed to assist
stakeholders in reviewing and downloading test results and in understanding and appropriately
using the results of the state assessments. Additionally, this volume describes the score types
reported for the spring 2021 assessments, the features of the score report, and the appropriate uses
and inferences that can be drawn from these score types.

1.1 OVERVIEW OF FLORIDA’S SCORE REPORTS

Florida Reading, Writing, Mathematics, Science, and EOC assessments are administered in the
spring. Reading and Writing responses are combined to create an overall ELA scale score. Test
scores from each assessment are provided to districts and schools through PANext Reporting after
the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) verifies the student and score information included
in the data files and score reports. PANext Reporting provides information on student performance
and aggregated summaries at several levels—state, district, and school. Additionally, printed
individual score reports are delivered to districts, packaged by school, for distribution to parents.

PANext Reporting (accessible at https:/fl.pearsonaccessnext.com/customer/index.action) is a
web-based application that provides access to Florida Statewide Assessment results at various,
appropriate levels. Access to the reports provided in PANext Reporting depends on each user’s
role and its school and district associations. These roles are assigned in CAI’s Test Information
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Distribution Engine (TIDE). For example, district users can view data for all schools in their
respective districts; school users can view data only for their school(s). Access to these reports is
password protected. Table 1 describes the user roles in PANext Reporting and the reports that are
accessible to each applicable user role.

Table 1: User Roles and Access in the PearsonAccess Next Reporting System

District District School Private
Report Access Levels Asses§ment Administrator | Administrator SChO.OI.
Coordinator Administrator
All Files.zip v v
- State Aggregation Results File (SAR)
- District Aggregation Results File (DAR)
- District Student Results File (DSR)
State Summary Report v v v
State Report of Districts v v v
District Summary Report v v v
District Report of Schools v v v
District Student Results File (DSR)* v v
School Report of Students for District v v
School Report of Students v v v
Student Reports v v
Zipped Individual Student Reports v v

*DSR.txt files are independently posted for instances of early reporting, specifically Grade 3 Reading

1.2 OVERALL SCORES AND REPORTING CATEGORIES

Each student receives a single scale score for each subject tested, if there is a valid score to report.
A student’s score is based only on the operational items on the assessment. In the State Student
Results (SSR) and District Student Results (DSR) data files, the total raw score, theta score, points
earned by reporting category, scale score, and performance level are calculated if the test record is
assigned a Score Status Flag of 1 or 9, meaning the score is reported. The computation of the
various student scores is outlined in Section 2 and discussed further in Volume 1, Annual Technical
Report.

Student Reports and the School Report of Students also provide the number of points earned for
each reporting category and the possible number of points in each category. The points earned and
points possible for each reporting category are established using the same items used to calculate
overall scores. The points possible can vary depending on the test forms (e.g., online vs. paper
accommodated).
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Table 2, Table 3, Table 4, and Table 5 display the reporting categories by grade and subject.

Table 2: Reporting Categories for ELA

Grade Reporting Category
Key Ideas and Details

Craft and Structure

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Language and Editing Task

Key Ideas and Details

Craft and Structure

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

Language and Editing Task

Text-based Writing

4-10

Table 3: Reporting Categories for Mathematics

Grade Reporting Category
Operations, Algebraic Thinking, and Numbers in Base Ten
Numbers and Operations—Fractions
Measurement, Data, and Geometry
Operations and Algebraic Thinking

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten
Numbers and Operations—Fractions
Measurement, Data, and Geometry
Operations, Algebraic Thinking, and Fractions
Numbers and Operations in Base Ten
Measurement, Data, and Geometry

Ratio and Proportional Relationships
Expressions and Equations

Geometry

Statistics and Probability

The Number System

Ratio and Proportional Relationships
Expressions and Equations

Geometry

Statistics and Probability

The Number System

Expressions and Equations

Functions

Geometry

Statistics and Probability and The Number System

w
o o

N
e o o o

()]
o o

[e)]
e o o o o

Table 4: Reporting Categories for Science

Grade Reporting Category
Nature of Science

Earth and Space Science

Physical Science

Life Science

5and 8
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Table 5: Reporting Categories for EOC

Course Reporting Category

e Algebra and Modeling

Algebra 1 ¢ Functions and Modeling

e  Statistics and the Number System

e Congruence, Similarity, Right Triangles, and Trigonometry

Geometry e Circles, Geometric Measurement, and Geometric Properties with Equations
Modeling with Geometry

e Molecular and Cellular Biology

Classification, Heredity, and Evolution

Organisms, Populations, and Ecosystems

Origins and Purposes of Law and Government

Roles, Rights, and Responsibilities of Citizens

Government Policies and Political Processes

Organization and Function of Government

Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century (1860-1910)

Global Military, Political, and Economic Challenges (1890-1940)

e The United States and the Defense of the International Peace (1940—
Present)

Biology 1

Civics

U.S. History

1.3 ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL DESCRIPTIONS

Achievement level descriptions (ALDs) describe a student’s level of achievement (e.g., Below
Satisfactory, Satisfactory, Proficient) on a large-scale assessment. The Florida Department of
Education develops ALDs to guide participants during the standard-setting process for its
statewide assessments, offer score interpretation on student reports, and further teacher
understanding of expectations for the progressions of student performance at each achievement
level. The purpose of the ALD development framework is to enable valid inferences about student
content area knowledge and skill in relation to a state’s content standards measured on a large-
scale assessment.

Volume 3 of the 2014-2015 FSA Technical Report (Appendix E of Volume 4 of the 2020-2021
Florida Statewide Assessment Technical Report) documented the process and results from the
FSA standard setting meetings in 2015. Chapter 5 of the Florida Statewide Science and EOC
Assessments 2019 Technical Report (Appendix E of Volume 6 of the 2020-2021 Florida
Statewide Assessment Technical Report) summarized the NGSSS standard setting process.

The final cut scores for the FSA and NGSSS were approved by the State Board of
Education.Standard setting is a content centered as well as empirical means of identifying
achievement level cut scores to delineate and establish levels of mastery and classify students’
achievement levels based on their test scores. It provides critical evidence that the State used a
technically sound and well-documented process to develop scoring interpretations and
performance standards. Section 4.2.1 in Volume 4 of the 2020-2021 Florida Statewide
Assessment Technical Report includes the standard setting documentation and achievement level
descriptors as evidence to support the proposed use of test scores in regard to the validity
argument.
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Florida determined that Level 3 on its Achievement Level Scale, which ranges from Level 1 to
Level 5, indicates satisfactory performance. Levels 4 and 5 describe growth beyond the Level 3
expectations, and indicate proficiency in the standards.

Achievement Level Descriptions (see Appendix D) provides detailed descriptions for a student’s
content area knowledge and skill at each achievement level for each statewide assessment.

1.4 AVAILABLE REPORTS OF THE PEARSONACCESS NEXT REPORTING SYSTEM

PANext Reporting is hierarchically structured. The interactive home page has drop-down menus
with a list of aggregated units (e.g., districts, schools within a district) from which the user can
choose. An authorized user is able to view reports at his or her own aggregated unit and any lower
level of aggregation. For example, a school user can view only the reports and data at the school
and student level of his or her school. District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) users can view the
reports and data for their districts and also the student-level results for all of their schools. PANext
Reporting provides access to results in two main formats. The first format is PDF file or
Excelreports, which provide score data for each of the Florida assessments. Users can compare
score data of individual students with the school, district, or overall state average scores. The
second format is prepared as downloadable pipe-delimited text data files; this format allows users
to download zipped data files containing aggregate data for their district and the state. Only state
and district users have access to these data files.

Participation reports are also available on the TIDE website (https:/fl.tide.airast.org). These
reports indicate the students who have completed or need to complete computer-based testing, and
allow users to view participation summary statistics (counts and percentages) of students who have
tested.

The PearsonAccess Next Reporting System User Guide is included in Appendix A, and the TIDE
User Guide is included in Appendix B. The reporting system user guide includes explanations of
the reports, information about the content assessed in Mathematics, ELA, Science, and EOC
relating to the Florida Standards, and a glossary of terms used in the Florida Statewide Assessment
reports.

Table 6 summarizes the types of score reports that are available in PANext Reporting and the
levels at which the reports can be viewed. A description of each report is also provided. Data files
are also accessible for districts to download.

e All Files.zip (district access only)
o District Student Results (DSR) file
o District Aggregation Results (DAR) file
o State Aggregation Results (SAR) file

Table 6: Florida Online Score Reports Summary

Type of Report Level Description

Summary of overall performance for a

State Summary (SS) State, District, School subject for all students in the state
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District Summary (DS)

State, District, School

Summary of overall performance for a
subject for all students in the district

State Report of Districts

State, District, School

List of districts with overall performance for

(SRD) the state
District Report of Schools State, District, School LISt. of_schools with overall performance for
(DRS) a district

School Report of Students
(SRS) for District

State, District

Lists of all students who belong to a district,
ordered by school, with their associated
subject scores

School Report of Students
(SRS)

State, District, School

Lists of all students who belong to a school
with their associated subject scores

All Files (contains SAR,
DARs, & DSRs)

State, District

Zip file containing the State Aggregation
Results, District Student Results, and
District Aggregation Results in a pipe
delimited .txt format

Student Reports (SRs)

State, District, School

PDF file of all student’s score reports for a
school

Zipped Individual Student
Reports (ISRs)

State, District

Zip file of individual PDFs for all student’s
score reports

1.4.1 Participation Reports—TIDE

Once a user logs in, he or she is directed to the home page, which allows users to access the
Participation Reports.

The Participation Report, similar to Figure 1, allows teachers, principals, and district staff to see
which students have not yet completed their tests. Users can select from a series of options to
customize the group of students whose participation status is to be reviewed for a particular grade
and subject, such as those who have started but have not completed their test or those who have
not yet begun their test. Users can export the list into an Excel file and download it.

Figure 1: Participation Report

Test | FGA ELABdsharmascs v

atan | Spang 218 ¢

i Mama | Grade 4 FSA ELA Raads v

Stugems who have a sl of | any

udentswho e ¥

Students whose most recent Sessonill v | was

compieied ¥ | the lest n the selecied admnsyabion
v |in e salecied admnistation

Sessonill jopbonal) betweer [0 and
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1.4.2 PearsonAccess Next Reporting System Home Page

State, district, and school users can access student performance reports for the Florida
Assessments through the PANext Reporting home page
(https://fl.pearsonaccessnext.com/customer/index.action).

Figure 2 displays the pages where a user can select options to access their assessment data. See
below for instructions on how to access the school-, district-, and state-level reports available in
PANext Reporting.

e First, select the desired administration from the drop-down menu in the bar at the top of
the screen.

e In order to find a specific report, use the Find Reports search field.

o Users can search for part of the report file name and can use a wild card “%” in
between words to view matches that contain both what is before the wild card and
after without needing to input the words in between.

e The user can also add additional filters to narrow the results.

Figure 2: PANext Reporting Screen Capture

0. 2021 School Repor of Student

FL Fall 2020 EOC and ELA Refakt

Fl Spring 2021 ELA Retake and EQC Filters Clear Hide

Organization Type

FL Spring 2021 ELA, Mathematics and Science
i x School
2019 - 2020 = Organization Name
x PEARSON PUBLIC SCHOOL - HIGH
2018 - 2019~ SCHOOL {000005)
2017 - 2018~ x PACCESS PUBLIC SCHOOL (00D00E)
2016 - 2017 =
2015 - 2016~

1.4.3 PDF/Excel Reports

For Reports available in both PDF and Excel (XLSX) formats, these will be listed as separate
downloadable files. For example: Data /State Report of Districts /Algebra 1 /Excel and State
Report of Districts /EOC /Algebra 1. The contents of these reports is the same with the exception
that some of the Excel reports include additional information.

The summary reports, including State Summary, District Summary, State Report of Districts, and
District Report of Schools, are created for the initial score release. The School Report of Students
is created for both the initial and late score releases.
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State Summary reports provide grade-level aggregated data for the state and display overall student
performance for the selected test. All data are based on the total number of students who have
taken and completed the test, submitted it for scoring, and had a reported score (e.g., a score flag
status of 1). One PDF and one Excel file per subject is posted to PANext Reporting for school and
district access. For example, a district may receive up to 10 State Summary reports for the spring
administrations: Grades 3—10 ELA, Grade 10 ELA Retake, Grades 3—8 Mathematics, Grades 5
and 8 Science, Algebra 1, Algebra 1 Retake, Geometry, Biology 1, Civics, and U.S. History. Excel
spreadsheets containing the same information in a modified format accompany the PDF files. Most
PDFs and Excel spreadsheets are produced for the initial reporting only and created based on the
approved SAR file. The School Report of Students and Student Reports are produced for late
waves of reporting.

As shown in Figure 3, the State Summary report PDF file displays the following data:

e Number of Students: Total count of students who took the test and had a score reported
in the selected grade, subject, and administration

e Mean Scale Score: Mean scale score of students tested in the selected grade, subject, and
administration

e Percentage Passing: Only applicable for assessments with a graduation requirement, such
as Grade 10 ELA, Grade 10 ELA Retake, Algebra 1, Algebra 1 Retake, and Geometry

Percentage in Each Performance Level: Percentage of students in each level (Levels 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5, and Levels 3—5 combined)
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For EOC assessments, counts are broken down by grade for first-time testers, but not for retakers,
for all summary reports.

Figure 3: A Sample State Summary Report for Algebra 1

FSA | I
f H I{' » ]l
ke i
ELA & Mathematics al I{ d
Asnnssmants Statewide Assessmenis
Algebra 1
State Summary
Spring 2021
Percentage in Each
é Performance Level
a ] o
E'E EE gg - w X nE wﬁ mE
e 54 23| % 1 3@ 38 32 %
3z £§ 53] 3% 3% 3% 35 3@ 39
z% g [ 2T X S -1 &
State
State Totals for First-Time Testers
Grade 3 9 — — — — — — — —
Grade 4 9 — — — — = = —_ —
Grade 5 : - - - — - - - -
Grade & 99 999 999 o4 99 =x] ] 99 999
Grade T i o 9949 g = =] o =] 999
Grade B 9,999 999 999 L L: ] @9 99 : 2] 999
Grade 9 Q959 999 999 an ) L] o 2] 999
Grade 10 999,999 999 999 29 ] 29 29 299 999
Grade 11 009 999 R 9949 o9 49 =x] @9 =] 499
Grade 12 EEERE 999 904 EE ] =] e ] 999
Grads 30 999 999 999 9989 ] 94 99 ] 99 999
All Grades 999 999 999 999 o4 99 @9 99 99 999
State Total for Retakers
All Grades 99,999 999 599 299 L ] 29 L] 99 999
State Total
All Grades 999,999 999 909 99 29 29 29 99 999
» To prowide meaningful resus and 10 protect the privacy of N chial students, o data + Perormance Levels 3-5 e grouped gether for companson, since e
e PEDOMEE IF he PUPRDET of SRU0EnS |5 1655 AN e F 3l shudents would Be reporisd perceniage of SldEnts BoONing 3t of BbOve Salistaciory I nesessary or
In e same Performance Level, the data are supprecked, Wi ihe excepion that the accourtaditty reporting
Percanlags PassingiLevels 3-8 e reponed A Mah (—) AIPEATE aPen 08 K = e iolaen, peroentaoes may ol 55 to 100 tue 1o rundng.
+ Grack 30 = A Non-igh Sonool Gracuste
« Pafoantage Passing may nol #qual T percentage of Lavel 3-8 tus 10 e stemale
pasEng scire ighilty
Pape 10f1
Copyright © 2021 State of Florida, Department of State Spring 2021
02820 73900000-D00000-0000000
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The District Summary Report is similar to the State Summary, except that it displays summary
data for all of the students in the selected district who have completed the selected test and have a
valid score reported. A sample report is shown in Figure 4.

Figure 4: A Sample District Summary Report for Algebra 1

5| L]
'S A Ilerid:
E.Aﬂ.:mne-rmtut wl I( d
ARaanamanin Statewide Assessmants
Algebra 1 District DISTRICTHMAME
District Summary District ID 99
Spring 2021
Percentage in Each
E Performance Level
@
B ®
£ ;._ Y ey N B
IR g -§ «F oF <3 oF ,
= = L)
52 3% s3] 3% §% 8% E2 S ig
District
District Totals for First-Time Testers
Grade 7 ]
Grade 8 ] — — _ - —_ _ _ -
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Grade 10 99 999 999 999 99 a9 o9 o9 99 999
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Grade 12 209 999 999 29 a9 o8 a9 99 999
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State
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In e same Parformance Level, ine dala are suppressed, Wil ihe sxcapion hal the Accouniaoiity reporting.
Percentags Passing/Leveln 3-5 are reporied A Sash (—) appeans when Sata are » When iotaled, pencentages may not a0d B 100 dus i roundng.
smpEssen & Grage 30 = A Non-High Sohodl Graduas.
+ Parcantage Passing may not equal e pamertage of Lavels 3-5 dus o e atema
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The State Report of Districts, shown in Figure 5, provides both district and state aggregated data
and contains summary performance for each district in the state, by grade. State totals are also
provided for all fields on the report. Similar to the State Summary, the State Report of Districts is
generated by subject and contains the same data elements as the State Summary but is ordered by
district number.

Figure 5: A Sample State Report of Districts for Algebra 1

FSA Flerid
F - » [}
ELAA I;la‘.ﬂ--l;-l‘.u:ln ﬁ l I { (l
Axsasamania Statewide Assessments
Algebra 1
State Report of Districts
Spring 2021
Percentage in Each
E Performance Level
=
EE ﬁﬁ‘ Ea 3 E [ = in
$2 %3 Bl i oifoiroiRoitog
$¢ 3% Fi] 83 iz 8% 38 8 9
T0 —DISTRICT TO
District Totals for First-Time Testers
Grade 4 9 - -— —_ —_ —_— —_ —_ —_
Grade 5 9 _ _ _ —_ —_ _ _ _
Grade 9 99 939 9949 999 99 a9 99 99 95 995
Grade 10 999 —_ 999 —_ — —_ _ —_ 999
Grade 11 9,999 999 999 99 a9 99 a9 99 999
All Grades 99,999 999 999 99 99 99 99 99 993
District Total for Retakers
All Grades 9999 999 999 99 99 99 999
District Total
All Grades 999,999 999 999 99 99 99 99 99 993
7T —DISTRICT 77
District Totals for First-Time Testers
Grade 3 2] _— — — — _— — f—
Grade § 29 999 999 99 a9 a9 99 99 993
Grade 8 5,999 9949 999 99 a9 99 99 99 995
Grade 10 9,999 999 999 99 a9 99 ] @9 999
All Grades 99 999 999 999 99 a9 99 a8 99 999
District Total for Retakers
All Grades 9 — — — — — — — —
District Total
All Grades 999,999 989 999 89 99 99 ] &9 999
99 - DISTRICTHNAME
District Totals for First-Time Testers
Grade T i]
Grade 8 9 _— —_— _— _— _— -_ _— —
Grade 9 99,999 999 999 99 99 99 99 99 993
« Tio piodide Meaningful fesuts 3nd 10 pRohec e pAacy of NOMOLAl Eudents, o 23 « Periamancs Liveis 3-5 3hé grouped IDgethis Ior cOMpanscr. sinoe T
are reconad F e number of SIGENS (5 868 Tan ten. I 3 stutents would be raponsd peremage of sadents scoring 3t or anove Satistactony & necessary for
n T ame Peormance Level T a3 ane suppeessed. with The excepton Tl the accountatety reporting
Percentape PassingiLevels 3-5 are rsoorisd A 03EN |— ADEEars When 033 are = WWhen intaed, percentages may nof 30d o 100 due 10 roundng.
suDpressed * Graoe 30 - A Mor-High School Graouate
» Pefosiiape Passing may Hol equal the peroeriage of Levels 3-8 due i e Shemose
paseing scors gy
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The District Report of Schools, shown in Figure 6, provides aggregated data and contains summary
performance for each school in a district, by grade. In these reports, the schools in the given district
are sorted based on the school number. The same data elements that appear on the State Summary
Reports are provided in these files. District totals are provided at the bottom of the report.

Figure 6: A Sample District Report of Schools for Algebra 1

FSA

ELA & Matsamaics
ARSanamanis

Flerida

Statewide Assessm

ents

Algebra 1
District Report of Schools

Spring 2021

District DISTRICTNAME

District ID 99

Percentage in Each
Performance Level

g
(=]
b
g i ¥ § o8 o E JE B
5= = 2 - § NE me wn e
22 = E g il =4 = % 3 L ® 2 3 E g,
2z §5 &&)]| 3§ 3% 33 35 38 39
0003 = SCHOOL THREE
School Totals for First-Time Testers
Grade 7 ]
Grade 9 9,999 999 999 99 ] 2] a9 999
All Grades 9,999 999 999 24 99 99 99 999
School Total for Retakers
All Grades 99 —_ 999 —_ —_— —_ —_— — 999
School Total
All Grades 90, 999 999 999 99 99 o9 99 99 999
3300 — SCHOOL THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED
School Totals for First-Time Testers
Grade 9 @9 _ 999 —_ —_— —_ _— —_ 999
Grade 10 9,999 999 999 99 99 oo 99 999
Grade 30 1]
All Grades 9,999 299 299 29 o9 29 29 299
School Total for Retakers
All Grades - ] _ _ —_ —_ —_ - f— —_
School Total
All Grades 99,999 299 299 29 299 99 29 29 999
9999 — SCHOOLMAME
School Totals for First-Time Testers
Grade 8 -] -_ -_ — —_ —_— —_ _— _
Grade 9 9,999 999 999 99 99 o9 99 99 999
Grade 10 9,999 999 999 99 99 o9 99 99 999
Grade 11 9,999 999 999 29 a8 o] 99 a9 999
Grade 12 999 999 999 99 99 99 29 99 999
Grade 30 o9 — 999 — — — — —_ 999
All Grades 9,999 999 999 93 ) 99 a9 99 999

« To prosdide mean resuis and i protect the privacy of iIndhddual shsdents, no 2=ta
e BUIEREEEED, WiR

Paasing/Levets 3-5 nrmm A gash (—) appearns when
suopressed
« Percantages Passing may nol equal he perentage of Lavels 3-5 0 1o M atemats

passing score el gty
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A School Report of Students (SRS), shown in Figure 7, is available for individual schools and can
be accessed by each school or by district administrators in one report that combines data for all
schools in their district. Districts have access to both the SRS for the district and the SRS at the
school level. Schools have access only to the SRS that contains test results for the students reported
in their school. The SRS is created from the approved State Student Results (SSR) files and
provided on PANext Reporting to districts and schools.

The SRS is created by subject for each school and includes score flag status and scores (when
score flag status is equal to 1 or 9) for all students in any given school. Students are not listed on
the SRS if their score flag status is 4 (the PrelD label does not match to TIDE for students testing
on paper) or 0 (not tested). For students assigned an NR (not reported) score status, footnotes on
the bottom of each page of the Mathematics and EOC reports explain the NR codes. For the ELA
SRS, if no valid ELA score is reported for a student, the score flag statuses for ELA, Reading, and
Writing are all presented on the Excel version of the report so that the district and school users can
determine why no score is reported for that student.

For both initial and late reporting, one PDF file report and one Excel spreadsheet for each tested
subject per school is posted in PANext Reporting. Additionally, one PDF file and one Excel
spreadsheet that combine all schools in a district are posted to PANext Reporting for district access
only. Reports created for late reporting do not include students from the initial reporting, and the
file names for these PDF reports and Excel spreadsheets denote that these documents contain only
students for late reporting. These reports sort student records first by ascending grade, followed by
student last name, then first name, and finally, FLEID. The district-level reports follow the same
sort order after first sorting by school.

The fields displayed on the SRS PDF file are as follows:
e Grade

e District and School Names and Numbers

e Student Name (in alphabetical order by last name then first name)
e Student FLEID

e Scale Score

e Passed: NA is shown, with the exception of Grade 10 ELA, ELA Retake, Algebra 1,
Algebra 1 Retake, and Geometry, which are displayed as “Y” or “N”

e Performance Level: Numeric value of 1-5

e Points Earned/Points Possible by Content Area: Shown for each content area by subject
and grade
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Figure 7: A Sample School Report of Students for Algebra 1

'S A Flerid
] -~ P
[
ELA & Matsamatica WI I ( ('l
Asnanamania Statewide Assessments
Algebra 1 School SCHOOLNAME
School Report of Students School ID 9999
Spring 2021 District DISTRICTMAME
District ID 99
Performance Points Eamed/Points Possible
Lewvel by Content Area
2
E b+ ;5
] i [ Level 1 (425.485)] ® - 53
§ & § | Level 2 (487-495) 2o g 2 8%
s § g|everzuersn) £2 a3 3
38 E E | Level 4 (518531) =3 53 §=
Student Name FLEID 2 a O] Level 5(532-5T5) = [ z
GRADE &
LASTNAMEOD1ABCD, FIRSTNAME FLO99999995090 909 N B 2 Q999 99/99 99/99
LASTNAMEDOZ, FIRSTNAME FLO99S99905550 NRA c
LASTNAMEDD3MAXMNUM
' FLOYOF92905IG9
FIRSTMAMEMAX 999 Y D 2 QN 9909 o)
LASTNAMEQDS, FIRSTNAME FLO9OSO2905090 009 N A 1 9909 99/09 99/99
LASTNAMEDQOS, FIRSTMAME FLO99999999999 NR2 B
GRADE 9
LASTNAMEQDS, FIRSTHAME FLOGOZOO900099 999 Y C 4 QHOD Q909 el
LASTHAMEDO7TMAXMNUM,
FIRSTMAMEMAX FLO9O92900099 909 Y D 3 9QHo 99/99 09/99
LASTNAMEQDS, FIRSTNAME FLO9OS92905090 NRE A
GRADE 10
LASTNAMEODS, FIRSTMAME FLO999999990939 999 Y B 3 W99 a9/99 99/99
LASTNAMEQ10, FIRSTMAME FLOGO99909099 999 ¥ C 4 QN Q9T 99
GRADE 11
LASTNAMEQ11, FIRSTNAME FLOGOGO2909090 909 Y* D 2 QT 9999 99/99
LASTNAMED12, FIRSTNAME FLO99999999999 NRG A
LASTNAMEQ13, FIRSTNAME FL999999909999 999 Y B 2 999 99/99 2999
GRADE 12
LASTNAMED 14, FIRSTNAME FLO99999999959 959 ¥ C s AHeI 99/99 99/99
LASTNAMEQ1S, FIRSTMAME FLOGOO290%090 NRT D
GRADE 30
LASTNAMEQ1E, FIRSTNAME FL999999999999 999 N A| 1 | 999 99/99 o999
= Points samed by comient arsa should not 02 COMpansd 30nEs AOMINETEions o 95 fomms 'Tﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬁ#ﬁhﬂmmmﬂ'ﬂ?w
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1.4.4 Data Files

PANext Reporting allows district users to download a compressed file containing data for their
district in pipe-delimited text format. These data files are approved by FDOE before release and
are used to populate the PDF files and Excel reports.

Downloadable data files (All Files zip) are packaged into a single downloadable compressed file
for each subject for access by DAC users. In spring, similar to the summary reports, there are up
to 10 zipped files for each district. Each compressed file contains pipe-delimited .txt files (DAR,
DSR, and SAR).

1.5 INDIVIDUAL SCORE REPORTS

Student Reports are delivered electronically on PANext Reporting and as printed materials to the
districts, which then deliver those reports to schools. The primary purpose of the individual score
report (ISR) is to provide a document that enables parents to understand their child’s performance
in the subject in which he or she tested. The ISR also presents information that indicates how a
student’s performance compares to that of other students who took the same test.

For all subjects, the spring ISRs have a four-page color design format, though the final page is
intentionally left blank for certain subjects. An example of the ISR for performance Level 4 is
displayed in Figure 8. Grade 10 ELA. The first section provides identifying information about the
student and is followed by an introduction with general information about the Florida Statewide
Assessment program. The subsequent sections provide the student’s Florida Statewide Assessment
results, including overall scale score, performance level details, a chart to show the student’s
performance over time, a table to compare the student’s performance against the aggregate
percentages by school, district, and state, reporting category scores, the student’s performance on
each domain of the writing component test for the Grades 4-10 ELA and ELA Retake, and a
recommended resources section at the end of the report. Only ELA Grades 4—10 and Mathematics
Grades 4-8 reports included a chart to show the students’ performance in previous years on the
same assessment. The majority of the information on the report is translated into Spanish and
Haitian Creole.

e Top of Report: The test, student, student FLEID, school, and district are identified.

e Purpose of the Report: This section provides a description of the Florida Statewide
Assessements and purpose of the score report.

e Florida Statewide Assessment Scores: A student’s scale score and corresponding
performance level are displayed graphically and explained in an accompanying statement
in this section. This information is also translated into Spanish and Haitian Creole.

Beginning with the spring 2019 administration, grade 3 ELA ISRs include texts for the
Reading Scholarship. Students in grades 3 or 4 that score at Level 1 or Level 2 on the FSA
ELA assessment may be eligible for a scholarship that is intended to prepare students for
the next grade. The scholarship can be used for instructional material, tutoring, and summer
or after-school educational programs. If a student receives a Level 1 or Level 2, information
about the scholarship will appear next to the performance level on the ISR.
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e Previous Performance Trend Chart (only for applicable subjects and grades): This
section displays the students’ performance over time, in the form of a barrel chart.

e Reporting Category Scores: This table displays the reporting categories assessed. The
Points Earned column shows the actual number of points earned in each of the reporting
categories. The number of points earned is the sum of the scores of the items measuring a
given reporting category. The Points Possible column provides the total number of points
possible for each of the reporting categories. This information is translated into Spanish
and Haitian Creole.

o Student Performance Compared: This section provides a comparison between the
student’s performance level and that of the student’s school, district, and the state as a
whole.

e Student Writing Performance (only for Grades 4-10 ELA and ELA Retake reports):
This section provides the number of points possible and points earned by the student in
each dimension of the writing component of the ELA assessment, along with an
explanation of what the results mean. This information is also translated into Spanish and
Haitian Creole.

e Recommended Resources: This section provides online resources and links relevant to
parents and students.

To better enable educators, parents and guardians, and students to understand the Florida Statewide
Assessments results and interpret them in a meaningful way, the FDOE published Understanding
Florida Statewide Assessment Reports (see Appendix C), which provides detailed information
regarding the report types and results information contained therein. Understanding Florida
Statewide Assessment Reports is updated before the release of results each spring.

1.5.1 Zipped Individual Score Report

Beginning in spring 2021, Pearson also produces zip files containing individual PDFs of ISRs for
Florida districts in PANext Reporting. Each district receives a zip file for each reported subject
that contain PDFs of ISRs. All DAC-level users in a district have access to the zip files for that
district only, as well as Private School Administrators that have access to ISRs for their school
only.
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Figure 8: A Sample ELA Individual Score Report

[FS A GRADE 10 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Flerida

ELA & Mamamaiics

Aasasmanta SCORE REPORT Slatewide Assessmenls
DODE, JOSEPH SCHOOL: SCHOOLMAME [9299)
FLEID: FL929993993999 SCHOOL ISTRICT: DISTRICTNAME (93)
SPRING 2021

Purpose ofF THis REPORT

The Florida Statewide Assessment Program
= meant 1o help Flonda students succesd,
and the ELA, mathematios, science, and
social studies assessments serve Florida
students by measuring education gains and
progress. Assessment SUDDONS instruction
and student learning, and test results help

of the sducation system are baing met.

This report reflects your student's
performance on the Spring 2021 ELA
assessment, It also allows you to compare
your student’s score o the performance of
students in his or her grade across the
state |n sdditian, by loaking at the paints
earned in sach repoarting category. you can
whentify skill areas that may need
mprovement.

El Programa de Evaluacion Estatal de Florida
tene & proposito de ayudsr & los estuduantes 5
tener éxito, y las prusbas de Artes del Lenguape
en Inglés (ELA}, matematicas, ciencias y
estudios sociales parmiten a los estudiantes de
Florida medir sus |lognos y progresos en
educactn Las prusbas respaldan la instroceidn
y o aprendizaje del estudiante y los resultados
de estas ayudan a gue los lideres e interesados
en la educacion de Florida determinen si los
objetivos del sistama educativo s= estan
cumplendo.

Este informe refleja el rendimiento del estudiante
en la prusha de Artes del Languais en Inglés
(ELA) de s prirmavera de 2021. También permite
comparar & purtsje del estudiante con &l
rendimiento de estudiantes de su grado a nivel
estatal Ademas. al mirar los puntos ganados en
cada categoria del informe, usted pusds
identificar las dreas de habilidades gue deben
MEOrArSe

Pwogram Evalyasyon Toupatou nan Eta
Flonda a (Flonda Statewnde Assessment
Frogram) gen kim objekiif pou ede slév
Flonida yo reyisi, epilou evalyasyon ELA,
Matematik, Syans ak Syans Sosyal yo
asisie elév Flonda yo nan evalye bensfis ak
pwogré edikatf yo. Evalyasyon yo sipdte
ansdyman ak aprantisaj elév, epi reziita
egzamen yo ede dirijan edikatf nan Florida
yo ak pati konséne yo detémine s y ap
atenn objektif yo etabli pou sistém
edikasyon an.

Rapd sa a montre pefomans elév ou nan
evalyasyon Prentan 2021 pou ELA. Li
pemét tou ke ou konpare rezilta eév ou a
parapd ak péfbmans elés nan kias H nan
tout eta a, Metsouli, b ou gade pwen li fi
nandsikahpn"rrip&p.whpﬂb
idantifye domen konpetans ki ka beowen
amehyorasyon.

. JOSEPH'S PERFORMANCE ON THE GRADE 10 ELA ASSESSMENT

PERFORMANCE LEVEL

Your student has met the Grade 10 Englsh
Language Arts assessment graduation
requirement by sconng at or above the

passing score of 350. n

377 p

El alumnio cumplia con o requisito de
graduacion de la evaluacion de Artes del
Lenguaje en Inglés de 10° grado, ya que
obluvo un puntaje igual o superior al
necesans para aprobar de 350

Pitit ou te satisfé kondisyon gradyasyon pou
evalyasyon Lang ak Literat Angle Klas
10yérm ane a paske li te reyalize pwen ki
#gal ak oswa plis pase 350 pwen, ki s
pwen i sipoze fé pou | pase a

34
I_f‘_:!.d

M astery
highly bely to excel in
the nead grade

Proficeent
likety o exced i the
et grade

82

Satrsfactory
may nead addtonal
suppaont for the nest

orace

Below Satrsfactory
likedy o o
substaniial suppor for
the miad prade

31
Inadequate
gy likshy to nesd
substariial suppor for

the next grade
For more detaded information about your student’s perfarmance level. please see the Florida Statewide Assessments Achievernent
030721 296RE000-2000e0-0000000
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THE FLORIDA STANDARDS ASSESSMENTS ELA SCORE REPORT

. JOSEPH'S PREVIOUS PERFORMANCE ON THE ELA ASSESSMENT

This chart displays Joseph's performance on the ELA assessments over time. It reports the performance levels for the most
recently completed tests in ELA (if availabie).
Grade & Grade T Grade B Grade 10
Spring 2017 Spring 2018  Spring 2013 :Imm Spring 2021
Lewel 5
[ Mastery
highly likety o excdl in
the nedt grace
Lewel 4
Proficent
> sty o exced in the: 4
st grade
Lewel 3 g
Satislactory est
.. mary need additional 3 .‘ Adminstered
support for the nest grade
Liewed 2 [
[ Below Satrsfactory 2
Fedy to need submtantal
support for the next grade
Level 1
Inadequale '
P bughiy ey o nesd
syibatunbal support for
the: nesdt gracie
Lewel 1 Level 2 Lewel 3 Lewvel 4
Inadequate Below Satisfactory Proficient
Satisfactory
** Mo information is available for Spring 2020 due to the cancellation of statewide assessments.

| _JOSEPH'S PERFORMANCE COMPARED

This table shows the percentage of students in each perfarmance level in your students school, datict, and the state.

School District State
Level 5 — 20% 20%
Level 4 20% 20%
Level 3 —_ 20% 20%
Level 2 —_ 20% 20%
Level 1 —_ 20% 20%

To protect personal student information and provide meaningful results for the publc, no dafa are
reported if the number of students iz l2ss than ten or all reported students fall into the zame
performance kevel A dash (—) appears when data are suppressed or nof avalabie.

/i'\,

DOE, MOSEFPH

\£/

Score Interpretation Guide

18

Florida Department of Education



Florida Statewide Assessments 2020—2021 Technical Report: Volume 6

THE FLORIDA STANDARDS ASSESSMENT S ELA SCORE REPORT

. JOSEPH'S PERFORMANCE DETAILS

The ELA assessment measures what students know and are able to do in the broad reporing categones listed below. The difficulty
of the conoepts assessed on the ELA assessment progresses systematically from grade o grade, as does the complexity of the tet
presented io the student at each grade level

This table describes the knowledge and skills assessed in sach reporting category on the assessment. The columns io the right
display the number of points possible and number of points earned by your student in each category.

POINTS | POINTS

REPORTING CATEGDRIES EARNED" |MOSSIBLE

g |nthis category, students are expected 1o read closaly to understand information; ate texual evidence
‘to support inferences/conclusions: analyze development and interaction of central ideas. themes.
 individuals, events, or supparting ideas: and summarize key concepts.
~ En esta categoria, ﬂsﬂiwmmmmdﬂmmnmm-MIim
 citen prusbas textuales para respaldar sus inferencas/conclusiones, analicen & desarrollo y la gg gg
Imteracoidn de dess, temas, personas y evenlos centrales o dess de respaldo y resuman los
conceptos cdave.
MNan kategori sa a, elév yo sipoze kapab i byen pou konprann enfdmasyon; srhlikskwprnwu
 sipdte dediksyon/kenklizyon: analize deviopman ak entéraksyon ide santral, tém, endividi, eveénman,
oswa ide sipd; epi rezime konsép prensipal yo.
In this category, students are expecied 1o interpret connotative and figurative meanings of wonds!
| phrases, analyze how word choice aMects meaning/tone and how text structures impact the texd, and
| determine the effects of point of view or purpose. ]
|| En esta categoria, se espera que los estudiantes lmmlmngrlﬁcadm mnm?ﬁwztm
| de palabrasforaciones, analicen de gué forma |a eleccion de palabras afecta & significadofiono y gg gg
como las estruciuras del weado afectan & texto y determinen los efectos del punto de vista o &l
N objstivo.
| Nan kategori 3a 3. eléw yo sipoze kapab entéprete siyihasyon konotatf ak figiratif mofraz, analize
kijan chwa mo afekie sansfon ak fason estrikli 8ks |a kapab enfiyanse téks la. epi detémine ofé
: oieoned ak obicki
_ In this category. students are expected 1o integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media
fermats; evaluate arguments for claims, validity, rélevance, and sufficient evidence; and analyze
treatment of similar themes oF 1opstd.
Enmm “uwnmmmdmﬂunmrnﬂmdmmmnm
diversos formatos y medios, evalien los angumentos empleados para respaldar las afirmaciones, la 99 gg
validez, la redevancia y la suficiencia de las prusbas y analicen & tratamiento gue se hace deideas
princapales o temas similares.

MNan kategor sa a, eﬁvwspn&hmmﬂmmwmmndlhmhm

| evalys agiman pou deklarasyon. validite. pastinans. ak ase prév: epi analize retman tem oswa sijé ki
. _sanbla.
g In this category, students are expecied to demonstrate command of the comeentions of standard
* English grammar, usage, capitalizatesn, punctuation, and spelling.

“““‘

| En esta calegoria, s& e.-s.paa que I-a.l. mmﬁﬂ u-n':uemn dn!m.mn de las mm de I.a
gramatica, ol uso general, ol wso de maylsculas, la puntuacian y la oriografia del ingles 99 Qg

. Man kategon 5a a, H!I!'.t yO sipoze hx;a.b ﬁaﬂmtrew ka I'nE.i'l.IE nam ;.;r:imé. fason puu ml'rze,.e.tnn
an majiskil ak miniskil, ponktyasyon, sk dtograf lang angle estanda.

| In this category, students are expecied to draw relevant evidence from various texts 1o support a claim
or controfling idea and produce clear and coherent writing with development, crganization. and style

| appropriste i task, purpose. and audience.

En esta calegonia, s& espera que los estudiantes extraigan prusbas relevantes de vanas 1ex1ios para
respaldar una afirmacidn o idea de control y creen redacciones claras y coherentes cuyo desarrolio, gg gg
| organizacion y estilo se adapien a la tarea. ¢l objeivo y la audiencia

 Man Wﬂé,ﬁpsﬁmhﬂﬁmm&ﬁmﬂemdﬁaﬂnﬂsmsﬁﬂlﬂm .
deklarasyon cswa ide enpdtan; Ekrl yon fason ki kié epi rasyonél ak deviopman, dganizasyon, ak estil
ki apwopriye pou travay, objeltif, ak piblik la

* Plaase note that FDOE uses a scoring method called pattem scaring. As 3 result of this method of scoring. students with the same ram soore (numbaer of

pamnts. earmed ) may hawve similar. but not necessarly identical. scale scores. Different scale scores result because the students” patems of comect arswers
were dfferent. See the Statewade Azsessment Program informaton Guoe for more

f“'-__
"~..3J DOE, JOSEPH
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THE FLORIDA STANDARDS ASSESSMENTS ELA 3CORE REPORT

. JOSEPH'S WRITING PERFORMANCE

This table shows the number of paints possible and number of points earned by your student in each domain of Se weiting
component of the ELA ssssssment. For more information, please see the rubries. and ssoring samplers on the Florida
Stiatewnde Assessments Foral

Your student samed 1 out of 4 possible
poerts. The response it related to the
topet but may defmonstrate little or no
awareness of the purpose, audsence.
and task. It may have litte or no
discermnible controlling idea'claim or

mmmunbnmm
posibies. La respuesta esta relacionada
con ol tema. pere puede tener poca o
nula conciencia del objetivo, la
audiencia y la tarea. Puede tener una
estructura organizacional o idea de
contral/afirmacon msuficiente o no
discernibie.

Pritnuuuﬁ1mnm¢?m
posib. Repons i a te gen rapo ak sijé a
meen li pa te montre i te kenprann
objektif. pibik. ak travay li gen pou fé a
byen. Yo gendwa pa be w gen ckenn
ideideklarasyon bontwdl oswa estrikt ki
bpanize.

Wour student sarned 1 out of 4 possible

points. The response prowvides rminimal
far the

ideatwriter's clasm, including linle. f

any. use of sources, facts. and details.

Su estudiante obtuvo 1 de los 4 puntos
posiles. La respuesta incluye
argumentos/prusbas minimes para
respaldar la idea de controliafirmacion
del autor & incluye pooo o ningdn uso
de fuentes, hechos y detalles.

Pmtuutaleﬁ1mnmlmn
posib. Rlepons § a te bay sipafprév ki pa
te ase pou ide kontwaldeklarasyon
ekriven an ki pa be itilize sous.,
enfamasyon, ak detay yo i li te itilize.

Your student samed 0 out of 2 possible

Pritwhwilﬂpmmzm
posib. Repons la montre i manke
metriz ném yo. epi te gen angil fot ki f#
li soarvan difisil pou konprann

[l RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Flarida Statewide Assessments Portal

The Flonda Statewide Assessments Portal is the gateway for Flonda resources
mmwmpmmmmmm paper-based tests. and the Students & Families

page.

The followsng resouroes can be found on the Students & Families page:

« Understanding Florida Reports — this document provides additional information abaut this report and the sconng process.
» Grade-Level Assessment Fact Sheet ~ this document contains fest administration and polcy information for the

FEEPEEMEn

= Statewide Assessment Program Information Guide — this guide desonibes the processes imaalved in developng,

administering, and sooring Florida assessments.

« Graduation Requirements for Florida's Statewide Assessments — this document describes assessments required for

graduation by student cohort,
FDOE Website

Yiou are encouraged 1o browse the department’s website (www doe org) for many useful parent resources, inciuding the fiollowing:

» Just Read, Florida!

= Third Grade Guidance arnd Resources — this web page provides policses and resources related to third grade promotion
= Just Read, Families! - this web page contains rescurces for famifies to promote [eracy and reading engagement.
« Middle Grades Promotion Requirements — this web page provides the courses reguired for middie grades promotion.

CPALMS

Flarida siatewide assessments are writien o Flonda's educabonal standards, and CPALMS (hitp | ‘v Coalms org)
for resources related to these standards. You may visit this site to review the standards for each grade level and subject or sourse

1o help support your student and understand the expectations for learning st each stage of your student's education.

‘asEessment inform athon and

s the portal

Achievement Level Descriptions.
Far mare detailed information aboul a student's performance |evel, pleass see the Flondas Siatewde Assessments Ashievement
Level Descriptions document.
Fa
2
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2 CALCULATION OF STUDENT SCORES

This section provides an overview of the calculation of student scores. More detailed information
can be found in Volume 1 of this technical report.

2.1 POINTS POSSIBLE

Students receive a raw score for each reporting category, with scores being derived using only the
operational items in each reporting category. The number of points earned is the sum of the scores
of the items measuring a given reporting category. Raw scores are reported at the individual level
and shown in the Points Earned column of the individual score reports (ISRs).

2.2 THETA SCORE ESTIMATION

Student ability estimates, or theta scores, are generated using pattern scoring, a method that scores
students differently depending on which items they answer correctly. Some test items provide
more statistical information than other items, and when students answer those items correctly, this
improves their ability estimate. Because the Florida Statewide Assessment tests are calibrated and
scored based on the 3-parameter logistic model (3PL) and generalized partial credit models
(GPCM) of Item Response Theory models, with the the 2-parameter logistic model (2PL) treated
as a special case of the 3PL, two students with the same overall raw score but with correct answers
to different questions may have slightly different ability estimates. Section 8.1.1 of Volume 1 of
this technical report outlines the formulas and rules applied during calculation.

Theta scores are not reported, but are used in the calculation of other scores.

2.3 SCALE SCORES

Scale scores are a linear transformation of a student’s theta score onto a consistent scale. Scale
scores are calculated as follows:

SSi=ax* 6,+b

where 8, is an individual student’s ability estimate obtained from maximum likelihood
estimation in CAI’s scoring engine, and a and b are grade- and subject-specific slope and intercept
values. Scale scores are rounded to the nearest whole number for reporting. Section 8.1.2 of
Volume 1 of this technical report provides additional details about the calculation of scale scores
as well as the grade and subject slopes and intercepts.

2.4 ALTERNATE PASSING SCORE

The alternate passing score (APS) is the FCAT 2.0 equivalent score reported as an FSA scaled
score. When EOC and Grade 10 ELA cut scores were reported in 2015, there was no approved
FSA reporting scale, and so cut scores were reported as an FCAT 2.0 equivalent. The FSA scale
transformation constants are now known and so the passing scores can be reported on the FSA

Score Interpretation Guide 21 Florida Department of Education



Florida Statewide Assessments 2020-2021 Technical Report: Volume 6

scale. Since the cuts recommended from the summer 2015 standard-setting process have been
approved, it is important to note that these APS cuts will be used only with students who are
retaking the test and meet specific criteria described in the subsequent paragraphs of this section.
Section 8.1.4 of Volume 1 of this technical report provides additional details about the calculation
of alternate passing scores.

Students who are eligible for the alternate passing score are flagged on the Student Report PDF
file with an asterisk. The APS for the given subject is shown in the footnote of the PDF report for
reference. There is no APS for the Science and Social Studies assessments.

Eligibility for using the Grade 10 FSA ELA APS is based on student cohort. Students who entered
grade 9 in 2013-2014 (or prior), regardless of his or her first attempt taking the assessment, are
eligible to use the APS for graduation purposes. Students who took the Grade 10 FSA ELA
assessment in spring 2015 as above-grade-level testers (e.g., grade 9 students receiving grade 10
instruction) are also eligible to use the APS, even though they are NOT in the 2013-2014 cohort.

Eligibility for using the APS for the FSA Algebra 1 and FSA Geometry tests is based on when
students first participated in the assessment. Students who took one of these assessments prior to
the adoption of the new passing scores (spring, summer, fall, or winter 2015) are eligible to use
the APS for Algebra 1 for graduation/college advance placement (CAP) purposes, or the APS for
Geometry for scholar designation/CAP purposes. Students who participated in the FSA Algebra 1
or FSA Geometry assessment for the first time in spring 2016 and beyond must obtain new passing
scores for graduation/CAP and scholar designation/CAP purposes, respectively.

Table 7 summarizes eligibility requirements and passing/alternate passing scores for these
assessments.

Table 7: FSA Eligibility Requirements and Passing Scores

Assessment Eligibility Passing Score (FSA Scale)
Grade 10 ELA, Grade :
10 ELA Retake Entered Grade 9 in 2014-2015 or after 350
Algebra 1, Algebra 1 . - . .
Retake First participated in spring 2016 or beyond 497
Geometry First participated in spring 2016 or beyond 499
Grade 10 ELA, Grade . .
10 ELA Retake Entered Grade 9 in 2013-2014 or prior 349
Algebra 1, Algebra 1 . - . .
Retake First participated prior to spring 2016 489
Geometry First participated prior to spring 2016 492

2.5 STANDARD ERRORS

A standard error is a statistic that measures the uncertainty associated with a student’s score. No
test is perfectly reliable; therefore, a single test score does not perfectly capture any student’s
performance. The standard error of a test score can be used to judge the degree to which a student
would perform differently if he or she were to repeat the test administration. For example, if a
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student has a scale score of 350 with a standard error of 10, then—applying properties of the
normal distribution—68% of the time, one can expect that student to score between 340 and 360
on repeated testing administrations.
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3 INTERPRETATION OF REPORTED SCORES

The following business rules are applied for student scores in PANext Reporting.
3.1 BUSINESS RULES

3.1.1 Inclusion in Aggregation

All aggregate report data are based on the total number of students who took the test and had a
reported score. Only students with a score flag status of 1 are included in this data; all other score
flags are excluded from aggregation. Thus, students who completed but did not submit their tests
for scoring or whose scores were suppressed are not included in the aggregated reports. Students
whose scores were suppressed appear on the School Report of Students with an NR (not reported)
status.

3.1.2 Aggregation

Test data are collected at the individual student level during the testing period. Aggregations to a
higher unit, such as a school or district, are calculated directly from the student level. More
specifically, state, district, and school aggregates are calculated by aggregating all the students in
the state, in the district, and in the school, respectively. For example, the mean scale score is based
on the scale scores of the students in their given district, rather than on the average scale scores of
each school in the district.

Records are excluded from aggregation based on the Score Status Flag and School Type. Only
records for students that have a Score Status Flag of 1 are included in the regular reporting
aggregated data. The aggregated data do not include data for the schools that are assigned with
school type of 10, 11, 17, or 99. Table 8 shows the school type information.

Table 8: School Type

Special School Name School Type
McKay Scholarship School 11
Florida Tax Scholarship School 11
Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) School 10
Private-to-Public School 10
Brick and Mortar Private School 17
Home Ed School 99
Ahfachkee School 14
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To provide meaningful results and to protect the privacy of individual students, the aggregation
results are suppressed if any of the following criteria are met:

e If the number of students with reported scores is less than 10
e Ifall students earn the same performance level

e Ifall students pass or all students fail for Grade 10 ELA, ELA Retake, Algebra 1, Algebra
1 Retake, Geometry, Biology 1, Civics, and U.S. History

When the aggregated score information is suppressed, the number of students is displayed on the
aggregation report but the “—” shows on other score fields.

3.1.3 Student Mobility Rules

Scores are reported based on the enrolled school and district in TIDE as of the last day of the
testing window (e.g., June 11, 2021, for the spring 2021 retake administration), if available.
Otherwise, the student’s last known school and district is used.

3.1.4 Minimum Group Size

For all grades and subjects, no data are reported if fewer than 10 students are tested. Additionally,
for Grade 10 ELA, Algebra 1, Geometry, Biology 1, Civics, and U.S. History, no data are reported
if all students pass or if all students fail.

3.2 INTERPRETATIONS
This section provides guidance for appropriate interpretations and uses of test results.

3.2.1 Scale Scores

As described earlier, scale scores are reported for all Florida assessments, including ELA,
Mathematics, Science, and EOC.

Scale scores can be averaged to form overall summaries of student performance within a group.

3.2.2 Alternate Passing Scores

Eligible retake students in Grade 10 ELA, Algebra 1, and Geometry receive an alternate passing
score. The individual score reports and School Report of Students contain a passing status (“Y”
for yes and “N” for no). Student Reports include a statement indicating whether the student met
the graduation requirements.

3.2.3 Reporting Categories
FDOE encourages educators to use assessment results in a statistically appropriate way. The

comparisons described in this report provide possibilities for evaluation of reporting category
scores at the school and district levels.

Score Interpretation Guide 25 Florida Department of Education



Florida Statewide Assessments 2020-2021 Technical Report: Volume 6

Reporting category scores, also known as raw scores, are the totals of the scores on the items
measuring each specific category. Reporting categories represent groups of student skills, or
benchmarks, which are assessed in each grade and subject.

Raw scores, however, cannot be compared between the different reporting categories. For
example, suppose a student has a raw score of 8 in one category and a raw score of 3 in another.
This alone cannot be used to indicate that the student is relatively weak in the second reporting
category vis-a-vis the first. The difficulty of the items must be considered, and raw scores do not
factor in this information regarding item difficulty.
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4 APPROPRIATE SCORE USES

The tests in the Florida Statewide Assessments system are designed primarily to measure student
achievement and to determine school and district accountability related to the implementation of
the Florida Standards. They are summative measures of a student’s performance in a subject at
one point in time. They provide a snapshot of the student’s overall achievement, not a detailed
accounting of the student’s understanding of specific content areas defined by the standards.
Florida Statewide Assessments test scores, when used appropriately, can provide a basis for
making valid inferences about student performance. The following list outlines some of the ways
the student scores can be used.

e Reporting results to parents of individual students
The information can help parents begin to understand their child’s academic performance
as related to the Florida Statewide Assessments.

o Evaluating student scores for placement decisions
The information can be used to suggest areas needing further evaluation of student
performance. Results can also be used to focus resources and staff on a particular group
of students who appear to be struggling with the Florida Statewide Assessments. Students
may also exhibit strengths or deficits in reporting categories measured on these tests.
Because the reporting categories are based on small numbers of items, the scores must be
used in conjunction with other performance indicators to assist schools in making
placement decisions, such as whether a student should take an improvement course or be
placed in a gifted or talented program.

o Evaluating programs, resources and staffing patterns
Test scores can be a valuable tool for evaluating programs. For example, a school may
use its scores as one piece of evidence in evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of a
particular academic program or curriculum in the school or district as it relates to Florida
Statewide Assessments.

4.1 INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS

Scale scores determine whether a student’s performance has met or fallen short of the
proficiency criterion level. Test results can also be used to compare the performance of an
individual student with the performance of a similar demographic group or an entire school,
district, or state group. For example, the score of a Hispanic student in a gifted program could be
compared with the average scores of Hispanic students, gifted students, all the students on
campus, or any combination of these aggregations.

Reporting category scores provide information about student performance in more narrowly
defined academic content areas. For example, individual scores on reporting categories can
provide information to help identify areas in which a student may be having difficulty, as
indicated by a particular test. Once an area of possible weakness has been identified,
supplementary data should be collected to further define the student’s instructional needs.
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Finally, individual student test scores must be used in conjunction with other performance
indicators to assist in making placement decisions. All decisions regarding placement and
educational planning for a student should incorporate as much student data as possible.

4.2 GROUPS OF STUDENTS

Test results may be used to evaluate the performance of student groups. The data should be
viewed from different perspectives and compared with district and state data to gain a more
comprehensive understanding of group performance. For example, the average scale score of a
group of students may show they are above the district and/or state average, yet the percentage of
students who are proficient in the same group of students may be less than the district or state
percentage. One perspective is never sufficient.

Test results may also be used to evaluate the performance of student groups over time. Average
scale scores can be compared across test administrations within the same grade and subject area
to provide insight into whether student performance is improving across years. The percentages
of students in each achievement level can also be compared across administrations within the
same grade and subject area to provide insight into whether student performance is improving
across years.

Test scores can also be used to compare the performance of different demographic or program
groups (within the same subject and grade) on a single administration to determine which
demographic or program group, for example, had the highest or lowest average performance, or
the highest percentage of students considered proficient on the Florida Statewide Assessments.
Other test scores can be used to help evaluate academic areas of relative strength or weakness.
Average performance on a reporting category can help identify areas where further diagnosis
may be warranted for a group of students.

Test results for groups of students may also be used when evaluating instructional programs;
year-to-year comparisons of average scale scores or the percentage of students considered
proficient in the program will provide useful information. Considering test results by subject area
and by reporting category may be helpful when evaluating curriculum, instruction, and their
alignment to standards because all the Florida statewide assessments are designed to measure
content areas within the required state standards.

Generalizations from test results may be made to the specific content domain represented by the
reporting categories being measured on the test. However, because the tests are measuring a
finite set of skills with a limited set of items which vary from year to year, any generalizations
about student achievement derived solely from a particular test should be made cautiously and
with full reference to the fact that the conclusions were based on only one test. All instruction
and program evaluations should include as much information as possible to provide a more
complete picture of performance.
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5 CAUTIONS FOR SCORE USE

Test results can be interpreted in many different ways and used to answer many different
questions about a student, educational program, school, or district. As these interpretations are
made, there are always cautions to consider.

5.1 UNDERSTANDING MEASUREMENT ERROR

When interpreting test scores, it is important to remember that test scores always contain some
amount of measurement error. That is to say that test scores are not infallible measures of student
characteristics. Rather, some score variation would be expected if the same student is tested
across occasions using equivalent forms of the test. This effect is due partly to day-to-day
fluctuations in a person’s mood or energy level that can affect performance and partly to a
consequence of the specific items contained on a particular test form the student takes. At an
individual level, one form may result in a higher score for a particular student than would
another form. This difference in score may occur even though all testing programs in Florida
conduct a careful equating process (described in Volume 1: Item Calibration and Scaling) to
ensure that test scores from different forms can be compared. Because measurement error tends
to behave in a fairly random fashion, when aggregating over students these errors in the
measurement of students tend to cancel each other out. Volume 4 describes measures that
provide evidence indicating measurement error on Florida Statewide Assessments is within a
tolerable range. Nevertheless, measurement error must always be considered when making score
interpretations.

5.2 USING SCORES AT EXTREME ENDS OF THE DISTRIBUTION

As with any fixed-length test, student scores at the extremes of the score range must be viewed
cautiously. For instance, if a student achieves the maximum scale score for the Grade 5 Science
assessment, it cannot be determined whether the student would have achieved a higher score if a
higher score were possible. Caution should be taken when comparing students who score at the
extreme ends of the distribution.

Analyses of student scores at extreme ends of the distribution should also be undertaken
cautiously because of a phenomenon known as regression toward the mean. Students who scored
high on the test may achieve a lower score the next time they test because of regression toward
the mean. (The magnitude of this regression effect is proportional to the distance of the student’s
score from the mean and bears an inverse relationship to reliability.) For example, if a student
who obtained a high score of 38 out of 40 took the same test again, there would be many more
opportunities—compared to a student with a score close to the mean—to incorrectly answer an
item that he or she originally answered correctly (38 opportunities, in fact), while there would
only be two opportunities to correctly answer items missed the first time. If an item is answered
differently, it is more likely to decrease the student’s score than to increase it. The converse of
this is also true for a student with a very low score; the next time the student tests, he or she is
more likely to achieve a higher score, and this higher score may be a result of regression toward
the mean rather than an actual gain in achievement. It is more difficult for students with very
high or very low scores to maintain their scores than it is for students in the middle of the
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distribution. The regression toward the mean phenomenon applies to any test and is another
reason to be cautious when interpreting any scores at extreme ends of the distribution.

5.3 INTERPRETING SCORE MEANS

The scale score mean (or average) is computed by summing each student’s scale score and
dividing by the total number of students. Although the mean provides a convenient and compact
representation of where the center of a set of scores lies, it is not a complete representation of the
observed score distribution. Very different scale score distributions in two groups could yield the
same mean scale score. When a group’s scale score mean falls above the scale score designated
as the passing or proficient cut score, it does not necessarily follow that most students received
scale scores higher than the cut score. It can be the case that a majority of students received
scores lower than the cut score while a small number of students got very high scores. Only
when more than half of the students score at or above the particular scale score can one conclude
that most students pass or are proficient on the test. Therefore, both the scale score mean and
percentage at or above a particular scale cut score should be examined when comparing results
from one administration to another.

5.4 USING REPORTING CATEGORY INFORMATION

Reporting category information can be useful as a preliminary survey to help identify skill areas
in which further diagnosis is warranted. The standard error of measurement associated with these
generally brief scales makes drawing inferences from them at the individual level very suspect;
more confidence in inferences is gained when analyzing group averages. When considering data
at the reporting category level, the error of measurement increases because the number of
possible items is small. In order to provide comprehensive diagnostic data for each reporting
category, the tests would have to be prohibitively lengthened. Once an area of possible weakness
has been identified, supplementary data should be gathered to understand strengths and deficits.

Also, because the tests are equated only at the total subject-area test scale score level, year-to-
year comparisons of reporting-category-level performance should be made cautiously.
Significant effort is made to approximate the overall difficulty of the test from year to year
during the test construction process, but some fluctuations in difficulty do occur at the reporting
category level across administrations. Observing trends in reporting category performance over
time, identifying patterns of performance in clusters of benchmarks testing similar skills, and
comparing school or district performance to district or state performance are appropriate uses of
group reporting category information.

Furthermore, for tests under development with new content standards, as with the Florida
Statewide Assessments, changes to the test content and the percentage of score points allotted to
each reporting category may change. Some of these changes may be significant. When changes
in test content occur, comparing student performance across years is particularly difficult, and
under these circumstances the advice from measurement professionals is likely to discourage
making such comparisons.
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5.5 PROGRAM EVALUATION IMPLICATIONS

Test scores can be a valuable tool for evaluating programs, but any achievement test can give
only one part of the picture. Standard 13.9 in the Standards for Educational and Psychological
Testing (2014) states, “In evaluation or accountability settings, test results should be used in
conjunction with information from other sources when the use of the additonal information
contributes to the validity of the overall interpretation.” The Florida Statewide Assessments are
not all-encompassing assessments measuring every factor that contributes to the success or
failure of a program. Although more accurate evaluation decisions can be made by considering
all the data the test provides, users should consider test scores to be only one component of a
comprehensive evaluation system.
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6 TEST SECURITY ANALYSIS

After the testing window is closed, Caveon Test Security reviews the data for testing irregularities,
including student and school scores for anomalous data.

Possible examples of testing irregularities include a student copying another student’s answers or
a Test Administrator changing students’ answers. Anomalous scores would have included (1)
students with similar response patterns in the same testing group, or (2) an unusual increase in
school performance. The data forensic analyses detect potential security breaches using several
statistics to detect the following:

e Pairs or groups of extremely similar or even identical answers

e Aberrant response patterns, such as answering difficult items correctly and not providing
correct answers for easy questions

e Response time stamps, in the case of computer-based tests, to check whether a pair or a
group of students worked in a synchronous manner

e Unusual gain scores

Through the results of these statistical analyses, it is possible to detect the source of suspect activity
and its effect on test results. If an irregularity is found in the data, flagged student records are put
on hold and noted on issue logs for FDOE review. FDOE reviews the data and can either request
to release or maintain the hold on the record.
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