
2011 FCAT WRITING


GRADE 4
EXPOSITORY PROMPT


 ANCHOR SET




Copyright Statement for This Office of Assessment Publication 
Authorization for reproduction of this document is hereby granted to persons acting in an official capacity within the 
Uniform System of Public K-l2 Schools as defined in Section 1000.01(4), Florida Statutes. The copyright notice at 
the bottom of this page must be included in all copies. 

All trademarks and trade names found in the publication are the property of their respective owners and are 
not associated with the publishers of this publication. 

Permission is NOT granted for distribution or reproduction outside the Uniform System of Public K-12 Schools or 
for commercial distribution of the copyrighted materials without written authorization from the Florida Department 
of Education. Questions regarding use of these copyrighted materials should be sent to the following: 

The Administrator

Office of Assessment


325 West Gaines Street

Florida Department of Education

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400


Copyright © 2011

State of Florida


Department of State




TABLE OF CONTENTS


1 Introduction


2 Score Point 1


5 Score Point 2


8 Score Point 3


11 Score Point 4


15 Score Point 5


20 Score Point 6




Introduction 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

NOTE ABOUT TEXT READERS: The alternate text provides an exact representation of the student’s response,
including spelling and usage errors.

Introduction 
Student papers are scored following administration of the FCAT Writing assessment each year. 
Prior to each scoring session, members of the Writing Rangefinder Committee (comprised of 
Florida educators) read student responses and select papers to represent the range of quality 
allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. These papers are used 
to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the FCAT Writing responses. Each anchor set 
(scoring guide) includes a student response and an annotation to explain why it was assigned a 
particular score. This provides the basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring 
criteria. A skilled scoring director and scoring supervisors are responsible for training, assisting, 
and monitoring readers throughout the training and holistic scoring process. All scoring is 
monitored by Florida Department of Education staff. 

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, 
organization, support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are 
not scored separately or analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and 
links to the FCAT Writing rubrics are available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp. 

Structure of Anchor Sets 
The released 2011 FCAT Writing Anchor Sets for Grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of 
responses used as training materials for the 2011 writing assessment. Personal information has 
been removed or fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. For spring 2011, only one 
type of prompt per grade was administered for FCAT Writing; thus, for each tested grade, one 
Anchor Set was used. 

Description of Prompt for Grade 4: Writing to Explain (Expository) 
The Grade 4 expository prompt directed the student to explain the kind of weather he or she 
likes. 
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Score Point 1 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 1 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 

This response minimally addresses the topic of liking “snow weather” with a sparse list of ideas 
(because you can throw snow balls and make snow men and lay on the snow and make snow 
body’s. and slide with sleds down the Hills. and skate on Ice). No organizational pattern is 
evident in this brief response. Errors in writing conventions do not impede communication. 
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Score Point 1 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 2 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 

The writing in this response minimally addresses the topic (The weather that I like is when it 
rains). No organizational pattern is evident in this brief explanation, and supporting ideas are 
sparse (fit is hat outside and it rains it will make you cool down. The rain will not heart you. If 
you are outside and you do not now if it will rain it dos). Errors in spelling and sentence structure 
interfere somewhat with communication. 
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Score Point 1 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 3 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 

The writing minimally addresses the topic of liking winter. Although the writing is organized 
with a brief beginning, middle, and end, the development of ideas is sparse (Winter is my favoite 
weathe Because i get to play in the snow and have a snow ball fight to and bild big snow calses). 
Errors occur in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and sentence structure but do not impede 
communication. 
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Score Point 2 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 4 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 2 

This response focuses briefly on snow as the writer’s favorite weather. A very brief and 
repetitive beginning and ending (My favorite weather is snow [and] And Snow is my favorite 
weather), and some very basic transitions (Also, But) provide some evidence of an organizational 
plan. However, development of supporting ideas is inadequate (But the most fun Part is a slead 
that goes dwon an snowy hill and ice skiing too). Some errors occur in sentence structure and 
conventions but do not impede communication. 
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Score Point 2 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 5 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 2 

The writing is related to the topic but provides little development to explain liking both hot and 
cold weather (I think people Like the cold becuase it is my faviot kind of weather some times I 
Like the hot weather becuase you can go to a football feild and you can git energy but if I get 
really hot the cold cools me down). Word choice is limited, and frequent errors occur in the basic 
conventions of spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. The response is written as one long run-
on sentence. 
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Score Point 2 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 6 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 2 

The writing is related to the topic of liking winter. Although the writing shows a simple 
organizational pattern and some transitions between ideas (One reason, Another reaso, Lasly, 
That why), supporting ideas show very little development. Support is often repetitive, and no 
specific details are provided (It isn’t hot. It is very cold. I realy like the cold. It is cool the cold). 
Word choice is limited, and sentence structures are limited to simple constructions. Conventions 
are generally correct. 
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Score Point 3 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 7 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 3 

This writing is generally focused on rainy weather. An organizational pattern presents two 
reasons for liking rain (Rain is nice because it is neat and it’s nice to be indoors). Support 
includes some details that are related but not developed (I like to be indoors sometimes, but when 
it’s raining I have a reason. We like to watch movies and have popcorn. Then we play games, 
inside there’s A.C.). Knowledge of conventions is generally demonstrated, and commonly used 
words are usually spelled correctly. There has been an attempt to vary sentence structures, but 
most are simple constructions. 
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Score Point 3 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 8 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 3 

This response is generally focused on the topic of warm weather. An organizational pattern has 
been attempted, and some basic transitional devices are used (Another reason, My next reason, 
My last reason, That’s why). Supporting ideas are developed with simple lists of examples 
(Another reason is we play sports. My friends and I play football. We play baseball. We play 
soccer. We also play this one game called pickle), contributing to the lack of a sense of 
wholeness. Word choice is limited and predictable. Some sentence structures vary, but most are 
simple repetitive constructions. Conventions are generally correct. 
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Score Point 3 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 9 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 3 

The response is generally focused on a warm, sunny day. The writing is organized with a brief 
opening and closing and three supporting reasons. Ideas are slightly extended with some details 
(I love to swim. You can swim as fast as a cheata or as slow as a hippopotommis. You can play 
with your friends. You can jump, run, swim, and play in the pool). An attempt to use a variety of 
sentence structures is evident, although most are simple constructions. Knowledge of 
conventions is generally demonstrated. 
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Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 10 (page 1of 1) Score Point 4 

The writing in this response is generally focused on the topic (My favorite kind of weather is 
snow). An organizational pattern is evident, and transitions are used throughout the explanation 
(Let me begin, the reason, Now heres the bad part, Now heres another bad part, So when you are 
on a hill). Supporting ideas are developed in areas of the response with very specific detail (The 
reason I Love makeing snowballs is you can through them at your parents and friends. 
Sometimes you can make a wall of snow then when your friends through snowballs at you. You 
don’t get a mouth full of snow), contributing to a sense of completeness. Word choice is 
adequate. Despite some errors, general knowledge of writing conventions is demonstrated in this 
draft. An attempt to use a variety of sentence structures is evident. 
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Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 11 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 4 

This response is generally focused on snowy weather. An organizational pattern includes use of 
basic transitional devices (In adision, Then, Also). Specifics and details are used to develop some 
of the supporting ideas (Me and my dad build snowmen and we get a little orange carrot for it’s 
little nose! We also get a skarf and hat My brother comes out and me and my dad and brother 
have snowball fights It’s a blast! Then we go inside and my mom makes me hot choclate), while 
others are not as developed (Also I like to wear a skarf and hat with a coat when it’s really 
freezing out). Word choice is adequate (And during the winter we put our bright Chrismas tree 
up It really matches the glowing snow. When I lived in New Jersy it was freezing and frosty like 
the North Pole). Knowledge of conventions is generally demonstrated, and sentence structures 
show some variation. 
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Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 

This writing is focused on summer weather, and an organizational pattern is evident. In most 
areas of the response, supporting ideas are developed with a layering of specifics and details (my 
favorite weather is summer because you can go swimming. My family loves to go swimning in my 
pool because it cools you down. One time we work around the house and got hot as fire a went 
swimming and it cooled us down. Also swimming is fun you can have water fights. Swimming 
also help you burn calories. One more thing swimming is a way to make you as tire as a person 
running 5 miles). The organization and development give the writing a sense of wholeness. Word 
choice is generally adequate, and sentence structures are varied. Knowledge of the conventions 
of punctuation and capitalization is demonstrated, and commonly used words are usually spelled 
correctly. 
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 13 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 5 

This response focuses on the topic of a sunny day, and an engaging beginning is part of the 
organizational pattern evident in the writing. Description is used to adequately develop all the 
supporting ideas, giving the writing a sense of completeness. Word choice is adequate and 
sometimes precise in this explanation of why a sunny day is “wonderful” (I just love sunny days 
becuse the birds come out of their hidie-holes and they sing. You don’t hear just a little “cheep” 
once an hour or somthing like that. You shold hear a constiant song. Well not a song that you 
might hear on the radio but a constiant chirping). Most sentences are complete and purposeful. 
Despite a few errors, knowledge of writing conventions is demonstrated in this draft. Sentence 
structures are varied. 
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 14 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 14 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 5 

The writing is focused on the benefits of warm weather, and is clearly organized around three 
reasons why “Warm weather is great”. Supporting ideas are all given adequate development (one 
thing that I adore doing on a warm day is the monkey bars. Have you ever tried doing the 
monkey bars on a blazing hot day well I have. It is horibal. It is is very hard because the meatle 
is very hot and you can barly hang on to the bars. And on a cold day If you touch the monkey 
bars it feels like your hand just got frozen and it needs to de-frost), and the response feels 
complete. The writer demonstrates control of language, and word choice is sometimes precise 
(As I already mentioned, hiperthermia, a blazing hot day, red leather couch, as relaxing as a foot 
massage). Overall, conventions of punctuation, capitalization and spelling are generally 
followed. Sentence structures are complete and varied. 
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 5 

The writing in this response focuses on rain being the most “wonderful weather.” An 
organizational pattern is evident, with transitions that move the reader through the text (First, 
Many times, Once, When its not dinner, Next, Finally). Supporting reasons are presented and 
adequately developed with specific detail and anecdotal support (When its raining and my family 
are watching a scary movie the rain makes it more scary. Once the lightning made a noise so 
scary my brother jumped behind the sofa), and the paper demonstrates a sense of wholeness. 
Word choice is adequate (sparkling, best resource), though at times lacking in precision (The 
worst game that I am good at, Rain is Just like a board). Although a few errors are present, 
conventions are generally followed. Sentence structures are varied. 
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 16 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 16 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 6 

The writing in this response focuses on snow as the writer’s favorite weather. A logical 
organizational plan, including a beginning, middle, conclusion, and transitional devices helps to 
provide a sense of completeness. Description provides ample development of the supporting 
ideas (If it is snowy and chilly outside all you have to do is snuggle up with furry blanket. It’s 
peaceful to just relax and watch the flakes of snow drift from the sky and land gracefully on the 
covered ground. You might even want to settle down with a Hot cup of Hot choclate. The writing 
demonstrates a mature command of language, including precise word choice in the imagery 
included in the response (Imagine snowflakes falling and gracefully landing on the pure white 
mounds of snow). Conventions are generally correct. Sentence structures are varied and, with few 
exceptions, correct. 
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 17 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 17 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 6 

The writing is focused on a love of thunderstorms and has a logical organizational pattern 
centering around two reasons (when lighting will strike, the loud roar of thunder). The response 
has a clear introduction, conclusion, and transitional devices used between and within paragraphs 
(To begin with, In addition, When he came back, In conclusion). Supporting ideas are amply 
developed (I remeber sitting in the garagge listening to the crackle of glass breaking, windows 
shattering, and trees tumbling. Dad was very curious so he walked outside. How courageous he 
was! When he came back he said there was major damage. Luckliy we dident lose power) and 
contribute to a sense of wholeness. The writing exhibits a mature command of language (golder 
bolts of lightning, spectaular, decend furicoulsy, hard terrain, thrill of my life, screamed in 
horror). Conventions are generally correct, and sentence structures are correct and varied. 
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 18 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 18 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 6 

Focused on the topic of liking the rain, this response is logically organized from beginning to 
end. Three reasons are presented, and the writing moves smoothly and logically from one idea to 
the next (Wow! Do I just love reading . . . . Put you’re movie in and press play . . . . Hearing the 
rain is soothing). Supporting ideas are developed with ample detail [You snuggle up to you’re 
pillow and blanket (possibly a fluffy teddy bear) on the couch in front of youre television set. and 
watch a movie. Although movies by themselves are good why not spoil yourself with a 
humongous bowl of. . . Popcorn), and the response demonstrates a sense of completeness. 
Mature command of language is demonstrated throughout (absolutely stupendous, positivly 
brilliant, petite bitesize buttery pieces of popcorn straight from the microwave, tiny little doze, 
intended, convince). Conventions are correct, and sentence structures are varied purposefully. 
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