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2013 I Grade 8 FCAT 2.0 Writing Anchor Set

INTRODUCTION

Beginning with the 2012-13 school year, the name of Florida’s statewide writing assessment changed to FCAT
2.0 Writing because of two primary changes to the assessment: (1) higher scoring expectations were
implemented in 2012, and (2) students received more time to respond to the writing prompt than in previous
years (an increase of 15 minutes for responding to the writing prompt was implemented in 2013).

The FCAT 2.0 Writing assessment is administered each spring to students in grades 4, 8, and 10. Prior to
scoring, Florida educators who serve on the Writing Rangefinder Committees read student responses and
select papers to represent the range of quality allowed within the established criteria for each score point on
the rubric. These papers are used to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the FCAT 2.0 Writing
responses. Each anchor set (scoring guide) includes a student response and an annotation to explain why it
was assigned a particular score. This provides the basis for developing a common understanding of the
scoring criteria. A skilled scoring director and scoring supervisors are responsible for training, assisting, and
monitoring scorers throughout the training and holistic scoring process. All scoring is monitored by Florida
Department of Education staff.

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, organization,
support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are not scored separately or
analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and links to the FCAT 2.0 Writing rubrics are
available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp.

Structure of Anchor Sets

The released 2013 FCAT 2.0 Writing Anchor Sets for grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of responses used
as training materials for the 2013 writing assessment. Personal information has been removed or fictionalized
to protect the identity of the writer. For spring 2013, only one type of prompt per grade was administered for
FCAT 2.0 Writing; thus, for each tested grade, one Anchor Set was used.

Description of Prompt for Grade 8: Writing to Persuade (Persuasive)
Writing Situation:

Suppose you could convince a famous person to visit your town.

Directions for Writing:

Think about why this person should visit your town.

Now write to convince this person to visit your town.

Please note: “Suntown” has been inserted in all responses to replace the name of the town.

Because Anchor paper A-12 included sensitive content, it has been removed. The response included in the
released Anchor Set is a substitution that provides an example of another score point 4 response.



judy.kent
Text Box
NOTE ABOUT TEXT READERS: The alternate text provides an exact representation of the student's response, including spelling and usage errors. 
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Anchor Paper 1
Score Point 1

The writing minimally addresses the topic of why someone should visit the town (this person should visit

Beacuse of wether it Nice and Hot). However, the brief response demonstrates little understanding of

focus.

attempted.

List-like details reveal a lack of organization. The writing lacks transitions, and no conclusion has been

Support consists of a bare list of unrelated activities that the town offers (you can go to the Beacth,

their’s Football. you can go to the Moves. you can go Fishing).

Frequent and blatant errors occur in the basic conventions of mechanics and usage. Commonly used

words are misspelled (Beacth, glof, Baskit Ball).




2013 I Grade 8 FCAT 2.0 Writing Anchor Set

Anchor Paper 2 (page 1 of 1)

Score Point 1
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Anchor Paper 2
Score Point 1

e The writing minimally addresses the topic (If i could convince a famous person it would be mac miller)

and is too brief to demonstrate an understanding of focus.
e Sparse details make it difficult to discern an organizational pattern.
e Llittle development of support is apparent, as the student lists a few bare reasons why Mac Miller should

come to the student’s town (/ would tell him im having my super sweet 16 on mtv’s biggest bash and
haveing him come would increase his popularity and mine. Also i want to have the most sickest bash

anyone has ever had and i would pay him good money to come).

e The writing demonstrates little control of the basic conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 3
Score Point 1

The writing minimally addresses the topic (i’m trying to convince Nicki Minaj to come and vist). There is

an attempt to list the ways in which Nicki Minaj can help [Suntown], but these ideas do not contribute to

the purpose of convincing Nicki Minaj to visit the town.

The writing includes a weak introduction and conclusion. Otherwise, there is little evidence of an
organizational pattern, as the response is presented in a rambling, stream-of-consciousness fashion.
Little development of support is apparent, and ideas are only loosely related (She probaly could stop

some of the people who commit crimes here in [Suntown]. She could donate money to the sick, poor, and
the homeless people that need it). Word choice is limited and repetitive (could make [Suntown] a better

place, probaly could make [Suntown] better experience, probaly could stop).
Frequent and blatant errors occur in the basic conventions of usage (add [and], to [town]) and spelling

(vist, probaly). Random capitalization occurs throughout the paper.
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Anchor Paper 4
Score Point 2

e The writing focuses on the benefits of visiting [Suntown]. The letter format demonstrates an awareness
of the persuasive purpose (Dear John Cooper, | personally love your band, | wish you could come here to
[Suntown], Florida. We would love to hear your band playing in our town).

e An organizational pattern has been attempted, but few connections occur between ideas; a
rearrangement of sentences would scarcely affect meaning ([Suntown] is a nice small town, its really
safe in here. You guys should come here and visit us. We are friendly people that are fans of your band).

e An attempt has been made to extend a few details ([Suntown] is also a nice place to rest after a hard
day. Due to its serenity, natural enviroment, nice people, and hospitality. We help each other, who are
there for them). Word choice is limited and repetitive (nice small town, nice place, nice people, It is really
nice).

e Anoverreliance on simple sentence structure produces a stilted reading experience (It is really nice and
quiet, almost everyone knows each other. You should come to [Suntown], we are open to recive you
guys). Some errors occur in basic conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 5

Score Point 2

e The response is generally focused on the topic (Oh my gosh Zack Galafinacas should come to my town).
An absence of persuasion, however, reveals a limited awareness of the writing purpose.

e Anintroduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion form a rudimentary organizational pattern.
Formulaic transitions link the major sections of the text (The first awsome reason, The second awsome
reason, The final reason).

e An attempt is made to develop support, but vague and repetitive statements fail to clarify the topic
(everyone knows who he is. Everyone in my town also know everything about Zack. Like what movies
he’s played in).

e Errors in basic conventions occur, including misspellings of commonly used words (kows, acters,
awsome).
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Score Point 2

e The writing is related to the topic, but discussion of negative aspects of the town weakens the
persuasion (In a small town everbody knows everybody and their buisness. Which isn’t necessarily a good
thing it’s all in the way you really look at it).

e An organizational pattern is attempted through an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a
conclusion. Rudimentary transitions begin each topic sentence (To begin with, [Suntown] is very down to
earth; Next, [Suntown] is small; Lastly, [Suntown] if full of fun). Tenuous connections between sentences
detract from internal organization (/t’s better to live in a town like this rather than one full of a bunch of
rich stuck-up snobs. If anything | would think more famous people would come to a town like this just to
get away from it all).

e Brief extensions provide slight clarification of ideas ([Suntown] if full of fun. I’d rather stay in [Suntown]
than go to an amusement park any day. In [Suntown] you can go horse back riding, mudding, and all
sorts of stuff). Word choice is limited and vague (a bunch, good thing, all sorts of stuff).

e Some errors in sentence structure occur, including fragments (With the help of maybe a celebrity icon on
one of your favorite t.v. shows, Which isn’t necessarily a good thing).

| 10
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Anchor Paper 7
Score Point 3

e Adirect appeal to the intended audience helps establish a focus and advance the persuasive purpose
(Hello, Channing Tatum! My name is [Elizabeth]! I live in [Suntown], Florida! | really want you to come to
my town).

e An organizational pattern is apparent through an introduction and three body paragraphs. The
progression of ideas within paragraphs is minimal, however. A brief conclusion reinforces the persuasive
purpose (Speaking of caring, if you really cared about your number one fan, you would come to her
town).

e Overall, development of support is erratic. An idea is extended in the second body paragraph (Next, you
have an amazing acting talent! There are so many movies you have been in, my favorite is ‘Dear John’. . .
You know how to make the right facial expressions. You make it sound realistic in your voice). In the first
body paragraph, however, details are simply repetitive (They glisten in the sunlight, They are whiter than
snow, They glow like a white glow stick).

e Simple sentences are primarily used (You are beautiful! You’re so nice! You’re an amazing person inside
and out). The paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.

| 12
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Score Point 3

e The writing presents a position in the opening (One famous person | would convince to come to my town
is[Johnny Dale]). Subsequent paragraphs are generally focused on why [Johnny Dale] would want to
visit.

e An organizational pattern has been attempted with an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a
conclusion. Each paragraph begins with a rudimentary transition but is strengthened by a clear topic
sentence (To begin with [Johnny Dale]grew up with his family here; Next, he has a huge amount of loving
fans; Finally, he would love to visit some of the places in [Suntown]). Transitional phrases occur within
paragraphs (He might also, I’'m one of them, | can tell by, What better place to do that).

e The writing includes some support, but details are often general (Next, he has a huge amount of loving
fans. I’'m one of them, | know alot of people that love [Johnny’s] songs and music. | think he would be
supported by all his fans if he came to my town).

e The writing features some sentence variety. However, a few awkward constructions appear (He
wouldn’t only make a few little girls happy but he would make alot of people happy even boy sorry to say
it). In spite of a few errors, knowledge of the conventions of mechanics and usage is usually
demonstrated, and commonly used words are usually spelled correctly.

| 14
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Score Point 3

The response focuses on why Justin Beiber [sic] should visit [Suntown].

The response follows a clear organizational pattern. Transitions between and within paragraphs clarify
the relationships between the sentences (To get this all started, Continuing, According to National News

broadcasts, If he gave a concert here).

A specific example in the first body paragraph illustrates the student’s argument (Christmas is already
my favorite holiday, but it would only make it more amazing if he made us a visit. Just imagine him
singing his song “Mistletoe” on Christmas eve getting the crowd into the Christmas Spirit singing and
dancing along). Supporting details in the next paragraph are less effective (Justin Beiber has the most
dedicated (mostly female) fan population in the whole country and throughout United States artists
history). Overall, word choice is adequate but occasionally predictable (freaking out, hundreds of girls,

amazing, dreams come true).

The response contains some sentence variety (it is Justin Beiber! Yes, you’re probably freaking out right
now, | would be too. Me and my friends have been thinking of reasons why he should come visit us at
[Suntown] and these are some of our reasons). Knowledge of the conventions of mechanics and usage is

usually demonstrated, and commonly used words are usually spelled correctly.

|16
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Anchor Paper 10
Score Point 4

The writing introduces a clear claim (/ understand you are a famous person, but you must come visit
[Suntown]. There are a lot of awesome things that you could make memories of), and each paragraph
describes an “awesome thing” about [Suntown].

A brief introduction and three body paragraphs build to a satisfying conclusion that conveys a sense of
completeness (So, come relax and have fun. After all, it is Florida).

Each body paragraph is developed with adequate depth of support ([Suntown] is the horse capital of the
world. Everywhere you look their is a horse ranch. Some ranches even let you ride their horses for a good
price. So, you can go on a ride through a forest with the comfort of being carried by an amazing animal).
Varied sentence structures contribute to this response (Not only are the horse farms wonderful, the
houses in the suburbs are a site to see as well. [Suntown] houses are the type of buildings that will make
you stay longer. Maybe even move). The paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage,
and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 11
Score Point 4

The response focuses on three reasons why Tim Tebow should visit [Suntown] (one the great fishing,

two exelent sights, and finaly the awsome beaches). Although the final reason (beaches) is closely
related to the previous one (sights), development within paragraphs clarifies the distinction between

A basic introduction lays out a conventional organizational pattern that is followed in the body
paragraphs. Internal transitional devices promote cohesion among sentences (While fishing in fresh, In

Specific details and precise word choice enhance the reader’s understanding of the topic (Gag Grouper,

mangrove marsh, salt water reef, sandy white beach). Overall, development of support is adequate.

[ ]
the two.
[ )
salt water though, The best sights though, Sometimes).
[ )
[ ]

Some variation in sentence structures is evident. Although the response contains a few errors, the paper

generally demonstrates control of the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 12
Score Point 4

e The response focuses on the benefits of a famous person’s visit to the writer’s town, and this focus is
generally maintained throughout the paper.

e The introduction includes a preview of the great experiences the town has to offer (the people are
polite, the food is excelent, and the environment is wonderful), each of which is addressed in the
subsequent body paragraphs. The use of functional transitional devices between and within paragraphs
strengthens the connections between ideas.

e Relevant details are used to adequately develop the support for each part of the experience, and word
choice is sometimes specific (organic, natural grown vegtables, swim with the manatees, sun was setting
over the horizon).

e Sentence structure is varied, and although some errors in spelling occur, the paper generally follows the
conventions of mechanics, usage, capitalization, and punctuation.
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Anchor Paper 13
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e The writing takes the position that Taylor Swift’s arrival would create positive change in the town (She
can teach everyone valuable lessons and inspire many children. It would be an honor to have Taylor Swift
come to my hometown). Each paragraph focuses on a different aspect of Swift’s influence.

e Each body paragraph is organized around a single idea, using topic sentences to introduce subjects (First
of all, Taylor Swift would encourage my town to be more charitable; In addition, Taylor Swift would
inspire kids like me to follow their dreams).

e Eachidea is developed with ample depth of support. Relevant anecdotal support illustrates the
persuasive argument (One time | heard that she visited a children’s hospital and met all of the sick kids.
When they saw her their faces lit up like lights on a Christmas tree. She made her way around the whole
hospital, giving gifts, hugs, and lots of love. If Taylor came to where | live she would show everyone that
charity work is for the better). An instance of inappropriate word choice interrupts the flow of the
writing (Taylor Swift would undoubtly exert confidence that my population will succeed). This minor
lapse does not significantly weaken the overall quality of the piece, however.

o The paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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[Buona ltalia]

[Suntown]

. [Happy Sailor.]
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Anchor Paper 14
Score Point 5

e Awareness of audience serves the persuasive purpose and contributes to a strong focus (Are you sick
and tired of the bustling people, noisy traffic, and the crowdedness of a large city? Just because you’re
famous, doesn’t mean you have to live somewhere like that . . . Give [Suntown] a try!).

e The organizational plan consists of an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Skillful
transitions provide for a progression of ideas (If you want the beach, Not to mention, After a long
relaxing day at the beach, To me, One of the best places, Now say the beach gets too hot for you).

e The response features consistently developed and appropriate examples. Mature and precise word
choice amply supports claims throughout the response (powdery, glassy blue, hot coffee and warm
pancakes).

e Varied sentence structures lend fluency to the writing (A nice place for dinner is [Buona Italia], the real
italian! One of the best places overall is the [Happy Sailor]. Since you might come here for the beach, you
might as well eat the best fish in town. The best part is everything cooked is caught right of the coast,
and boy is it delicious!). The paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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e A precise claim establishes a focus (Here in [Suntown], the red carpet is rolled out to everyone 24/7. Any
celebrity would love to visit [Suntown]). The remainder of the response highlights the positive qualities

of [Suntown].

e The organizational pattern provides for a progression of ideas. Varied and appropriate transitions
reinforce the connections between ideas (For starters, When you arrive, If you leave, Besides the

gardens, With all this, Most importantly).

e The first body paragraph contains a thorough description of [Suntown’s] scenery. Depth of support

diminishes slightly in the subsequent paragraph, however ([Suntown] has places like [Theme Park] and
[Theme Park]. We have spectacular beaches and wonderful night life. Here in [Suntown] is where Florida
comes to life. You can go to [Theme Park] by day and spend a night at the beach. The beaches here are

as close to California beaches as you can get). Overall, development of support is ample.

e Varied sentence structures create a compositional facility and rhythm to the piece (Besides the gardens,

[Suntown] has amazing beaches, so at the end of the day you can head over to the beach and enjoy a

spectacular sunset while listening to the surf roll in and out. | could fall asleep to this sound). The paper

generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 16
Score Point 6

The response establishes a focus by contextualizing the discussion of [Suntown] (Not many other
countries have the scorching deserts, massive volcanoes, vast, rolling plains, snow-capped mountains,
humid marshes, and several other terrain types that make this nation the envy of the world. In few
places is this more evident than south Florida. We Floridians take pride in our natural diversity and wish
to share it with the world. | believe any American tourist should visit my town of [Suntown]).

The organizational pattern provides for a progression of ideas through an introduction, three body
paragraphs, and a brief but effective conclusion. Varied and subtle transitions clarify relationships
between ideas (One of the best-known parks in the country, This iconic animal, Perhaps what Florida is
best known for, For the young and thrill-seeking).

Support is substantial and illustrative. Relevant and well-chosen details bolster the persuasive argument
(One of thebest-known parks in the country, it has a reputation for natural splendor and great culture.
Tourists can take an airboat ride that is as informative as it is enjoyable, introducing newcomers to the
regions iconic plants and animals, as well as its Native American history. Out of all the animals in the
park, none gets more attention than the American alligator). An economy of language is achieved
through precise word choice.

Skillfully varied sentence structures facilitate an effortless reading experience. Few convention errors
occur in mechanics, usage, and punctuation.
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Anchor Paper 17
Score Point 6

e An engaging opening establishes a focus (The radio blares with static as | change the station from 100.7
or y100 to 97.9. The static slowly fades away and a mans voice replaces it). The response returns to this
strategy in the conclusion (The Radio still blaring loud but my tone-deaf voice drowning it out singing).

e The paper conveys a sense of completeness, and the organizational pattern provides for a logical
progression of ideas. Effective transitions guide the reader through the response (Ever since | was a
child, His songs, In my opinion).

e Support is substantial, and specific details enhance the response (Adele with her powerful voice and The
Ready Set that may Autotune the lead singers voice but has more hidden meaning then one of Lady
GaGa’s songs).

e In spite of a few errors, the paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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Anchor Paper 18
Score Point 6

e A descriptive opening establishes a clear focus (With it’s majestic soft, sandy beaches and it’s vast
amount of sunshine, a person shall be known as a fool if he/she does not visit the lovely town of
[Suntown]. From the crisp, clear and sparkling water of [Suntown] bay. To the magical sounds heard
from the preformance hall, [Suntown Stage], [Suntown] has something to offer for everyone!). The
response adopts the tone of a travel brochure, further strengthening the focus.

e The organizational plan includes an introduction and two body paragraphs, each of which supports a
separate component of the argument. The conclusion is appropriate to the persuasive task and
contributes to a sense of completeness (How tempting can this be? Can such a place really exist where
you can take part in all sorts of terrific activities. You can accomplish everything your heart can desire
and more at [Suntown] Florida! Come visit today!).

e Support is fully developed, with substantial evidence and a thorough discussion of each example.
Mature word choice and expressive phrasing enhance the reader’s understanding of the topic (crisp,

clear and sparkling; squishy and soft sand wiggles between your toes; the magentas, blues, yellows and

reds collide in the sky).

e Sentence structure is varied, and though a few convention errors occur, the paper generally follows the

conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling.
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