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This document includes frequently asked questions by districts, colleges, and other education stakeholders related to the Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems Program (SLDS). The SLDS Program consists of 13 initiatives funded through one of three specific grants—SLDS FY09 Grant (Round 3), SLDS FY09 ARRA Grant (Round 4), and Race to the Top (RTTT), Assurance Area C: Data Systems to Support Instruction. The questions are organized by subject area, however, questions specific to RTTT, Section C, will be published in a future update. Updates to this document will occur as needed and will include the refresh date for your convenience. For more information on the SLDS Program, please refer to our web site at: http://www.fldoe.org/arm/slds/. 
Document last updated: June 1, 2012
Source Systems Upgrade (SSU) /EDW 2.0
(an SLDS FY09 ARRA grant initiative)
Clarification: Local Source Systems (LSS) refers to the data systems where the data originates and not the agency, personnel, or staff of the Local Education Agency (LEA).
1. What source systems will be part of the upgrade project? 
Answer: The FLDOE source systems include the Division of Public Schools (K-12), Workforce Development (WDIS), and Florida College System (FCS).  These systems which are currently used to collect local source system (LSS) data and feed into the Education Data Warehouse (EDW) will be part of the upgrade initiative. These systems will be modernized along with the current EDW to become the new EDW 2.0. 
2. Will any monetary assistance be given to districts and colleges to assist with implementation at the local level? 
Answer: The current SLDS FY09 ARRA grant does not provide for any allocation of monetary assistance to the districts and colleges at this time. Also, the current project does not include the implementation and rollout for all local education agencies (LEAs) and colleges. Full implementation will be separate FLDOE project. 

3. Will colleges be able to access data in the data warehouse directly? 
Answer: Direct access will not be provided. Instead, researchers and institutions will be provided access to extracts of data which will be periodically refreshed. 
4. Who will be accessing and using the data in the new system? 
Answer: There will be a broad spectrum of users of EDW 2.0 data encompassing everyone from LEA staff to the public. Obviously, access to data will be determined by many factors ranging from FERPA protected data to ownership to publicly available data and information. The model of how the DOE source systems are currently used will change and the data collected by the DOE will be much more accessible to LEAs, authorized researchers, etc. 
5. Will the new system take the place of the current data submission process? 
Answer: The new system will not require a change to the current process for data submission, but it will allow for greater flexibility in the process. Business processes and procedures will be addressed by FLDOE collaboration with the LEAs as with any legislative changes that might impact the current process.
6. When will the SSU go into production?

Answer: The SLDS FY09 ARRA grant covers the full upgrade and complete testing of the source systems, not the implementation of them. The implementation of the new EDW 2.0 will be separate project (currently in development) and will commence on or near the SLDS FY09 ARRA grant period end date on 6/30/2013. There is a possibility that the implementation project/process could overlap with the SSU project.
7. Is there a plan to include historical data as a part of the SSU initiative? 
Answer: Yes, the SSU initiative will incorporate historical data from 2007-08 through 2011-12. As a part of the full implementation, which will be a separate project, the plan is to include data from 2001 forward, including 2012-13 as well as the current year in which implementation occurs.
8. Will the local source systems be required to resubmit files for the historical data load? 
Answer: No. The historical data has already been captured by the FLDOE source systems and will be loaded into the new EDW 2.0 from those sources. 
9. Will the new system include all databases (e.g., financial, facilities, staff, student)? 
Answer: As stated in the SSU initiative, all data will be incorporated from the FLDOE source systems as listed above—PK-12, WDIS, and FCS.
Statewide Unique Identifier (SID)
(an SLDS FY09 ARRA grant initiative)
10. Who will be assigned a SID and when will it start? 
Answer: The SID will be assigned from the point an individual enters the Florida education arena. This may be a student, administrator, staff, or any other role within education.
11. How will a SID be assigned? 
Answer: The specific process for assigning the SID is still being finalized but the LEA will have the ability to obtain a bulk assignment of SIDs to existing records (as in the initial assignment for existing staff/students) as well as at the time records are submitted for routine processing. The intent will be to assign the SID at the point an individual enters the Florida education arena. 
12. What will the new SID look like (e.g., how many characters, alphanumeric, etc.)? 
Answer: This is still TBD. 
13. What is the purpose of the SID? 
Answer: The SID will be an ID used to exchange data between the FLDOE and the LEAs and colleges.
14. Will the SID replace our local ID, or any other ID number currently in use? 
Answer: No. The SID is not intended to replace any other currently used ID. This will be an additional ID used to exchange data between the FLDOE and the LEAs and colleges. There exists a possibility that SIDs may be used by LEAs in the future to replace current IDs but this function is not within the scope of this project and would be determined at a later date.
15. How long will we have to implement changes such as the Statewide ID (SID)? 
Answer: We anticipate that the implementation of the SID will be part of the SSU Implementation project. The SSU Implementation project will be separate from the SLDS FY09 ARRA grant which ends on June 30, 2013. However, there is a possibility that the use of the SID may be incorporated by LEA systems prior to then.  More details on the SID implementation will be available at a later date. 
16. Will students whose data is already stored in the data warehouse be assigned a SID retroactively? 
Answer: Yes. The SID will be assigned from the point an individual enters the Florida education arena. This may be a student administrator, staff, or any other role within education.
17. How will we handle students transferring from other states? 
Answer: The SID will be assigned from the point an individual enters the Florida education arena. 
18. Should we be collecting the SID on transcripts or admissions (or any other) applications? 
Answer: This is still TBD and will require additional review from an organizational business process perspective. 
19. If a student graduates and becomes an employee, will the SID follow them? 
Answer: Yes. The SID will be assigned from the point an individual enters the Florida education arena. This may be a student, administrator, staff, or any other role within education.
20. How does the State assign a SID to an individual that refuses to provide a Social Security Number (SSN)? 
Answer: The SID will be assigned from the point an individual enters the Florida education arena. SSN is one of several data elements in the matching process, and if multiple matches are found, the option will be given to select one of the matches or to request a new SID. 
21. What happens if the same student and SID are captured at two institutions? 
Answer: The SID will be designed to follow the individual and not an institution, thus the SID could be associated with a student from elementary school through high school and on to college. 
22. What happens if you have a scenario such as twins with the same name, middle initial, and last name?  
Answer: These situations will be handled on a case-by-case basis with FLDOE working to the greatest extent possible with the LEA to maintain the accuracy of the data.
Reporting Tool
(an SLDS FY09 ARRA grant initiative)
23. Will training be provided on the reporting tool? 
Answer: The plan is to develop online training modules and make these available to anyone using the reporting tool. 
* * *
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