
F L O R I D A  C H A R T E R  S C H O O L S  W E B I N A R  
O C T O B E R  1 6 T H ,  2 0 1 2  

Science, Technology, and Environment 
Teacher Professional Development 

Opportunities 
 



Agenda 

 Introductions 
 Project Overview 
 Interactive Q & A 
 Contact Information 

 

 

 



         Introductions 

Florida Department of Education (DOE) 
 Charter Schools Program Office 
 Adam Miller  

Director, Charter Schools Program Office  
 Chris Muire  

Education Policy Director, Charter Schools Program Office 
 Sandra Eggers 

Program Specialist, Charter Schools Program Office  
 Yolanda Miranda-Hill  

Program Director, Charter Schools Program Office  



         Introductions 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 
 Office of Environmental Education (OEE) 

 Greg Ira 
Director 
 

 Misty Alderman 
Environmental Education Specialist 
 

 Jackie Zimmerman 
 Environmental Education Specialist 

 



        Instructions 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN LEARNING ABOUT  OUR FREE 

CHARTER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS 
 

ALL PHONE LINES WILL BE MUTED ONCE WE START OUR PRESENTATION  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE : 
  Please type in any questions that you may have for the presenters into  
     the Webex System chat box function. 

 
  During the Q & A section, at the end of the webinar, the presenters will  
     address all written questions first. 

 
  Then, we will open up the phone lines to answer any additional  
     concerns. 

 



 Certification renewal 
     requires 6 hours   
      college credit or  
          equivalent 

 College Credit   
      Equivalency 
60 in-service points 

= 3 hours credit 
6 hours credit = 120 

in-service points 

http://www.fldoe.org/edcert/renew.asp 

Are your Teachers Meeting their Re-Certification 
Needs? 

http://www.fldoe.org/edcert/renew.asp


How is this Relevant to my School? 

Quality professional development training  for your teachers 
can cost you money! 
 
 Sample Costs: 

 College level courses can cost upwards of $100 per credit hour and require 
semester long commitment 

 Online Teacher Training?  Depends on the site… 
 Example- $240 for 3 CEU Course 

 Training and Equipment Costs for school technology? 
 Example- $160 +  
 

When planning your teachers training this year 
why not gain some of it for FREE this year?! 



Free Professional Development Opportunities for 
Charter Schools 

 The Office of Environmental 
Education (OEE) under contract 
with Florida DOE Office of 
Independent Education and 
Parental Choice (Charter Schools 
Program)  is providing free 
professional development 
opportunities to Florida charter 
teachers.  



Office Of Environmental Education 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



      Workshop Needs Assessment 



  Workshop Offerings 

 Quality training that meets 
DOE professional 
development protocols 

 Flexible Scheduling 
 Correlation to Standards 

(Examples: SSS, CCS) 
 Enhancement to Educators’ 

STEM* (science, technology, 
engineering, math) and other 
programming 

 

 Interdisciplinary activities for 
all subjects 

 Opportunities to earn In-
service points 

 Free Program Activity Guides 
containing hands-on & 
problem solving activities 

 Tools, Ideas, & resources 
relevant to teachers & the 
classroom 

These Free PD Workshops provide: 



Available Workshops 

 

 Project Learning Tree 
 

 Project WILD & Aquatic WILD 
 

 Schoolyard Wildlife & Ecosystems 
 

 GLOBE 
 

 Project WET 
 

 Healthy Water Healthy People 

http://www.projectwet.org/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://www.plt.org/
http://myfwc.com/education/educators/project-wild/
http://myfwc.com/education/educators/schoolyard-wildlife/


                Workshops around the State 

Counties: 
1. Duval  
2. Orange 
3. Osceola 
4. Manatee 
5. Hillsborough 
6. Pinellas 
7. Miami-Dade 
8. Broward 
9. Palm Beach 
10. Escambia  

         = Complete 
         = Upcoming 



Workshop Evaluations 

Workshop Evaluation Statements: 
 

 I acquired new content 
knowledge and skills during this 
course. 

 

 The training is relevant to my 
professional development plan. 

 

 I will recommend this course to 
colleagues and friends. 

 

 It was worth my time to take this 
course. 

%  of Agreement 
 

 98% 
 
 
 94% 
 
 94% 

 
 94% 

 

Questions Agree Slightly 
Agree Neutral Slightly 

Disagree Disagree Non-
Response 

Q 1 98% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Q 2 98% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Q 3 68% 9% 4% 0% 0% 19% 
Q 4 94% 4% 2% 0% 0% 0% 
Q 5 87% 11% 0% 0% 0% 2% 
Q 6 91% 4% 4% 0% 0% 0% 
Q 7 91% 9% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Q 8 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Q 9 98% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Q 10 94% 4% 0% 0% 0% 2% 
Q 11 94% 4% 2% 0% 0% 0% 
Q 12 94% 4% 2% 0% 0% 0% 
Q 13 96% 2% 2% 0% 0% 0% 



Workshop Evaluations 

Teacher Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 “It reawakened my desire to teach.” 
 “I will be able to do more instruction that is 

interactive and not just directly from the textbook.” 
 “Implement more cross-curricular activities into 

classroom.” 
 “Happy to bring back these ideas to my job.” 



Teacher Workshops 



Project Learning Tree 

PLT helps… 

 Enhance critical thinking,  

 Problem solving, &  

 Effective decision-making skills,  

 Teach students to weigh various sides of an 
environmental issue  

 Students make informed and responsible decisions. 

http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide 

 

At Project Learning Tree, the goal is to  
teach students how to think, not what to think  

about complex environmental issues.  

PLT materials are 

 multi-disciplinary  

 aligned with State & Core standards 

 PreK-8 Guide contain 96 multi-disciplinary activities 

http://www.plt.org/
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide


Project Learning Tree 

http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide 

 

http://www.plt.org/
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide
http://www.plt.org/environmental-education-activity-guide


Project WILD &  
Aquatic WILD 

Project WILD is… 
 An interdisciplinary conservation and 

environmental education program 
emphasizing wildlife 

 A K-12 program that provides teachers 
with a lot of great resources & ideas for 
their classroom 
 

 

http://myfwc.com/education/educators/project-wild/ 

 

 Easy to use & integrate into existing lesson plans 
 Containing 96 activities Project WILD’s guidebook is 

perfect for all subject matters & time periods 

http://myfwc.com/education/educators/project-wild/
http://myfwc.com/education/educators/project-wild/
http://myfwc.com/education/educators/project-wild/
http://myfwc.com/education/educators/project-wild/


Project WILD &  
Aquatic WILD 

Project WILD is… 
 

 Able to capitalizes on the natural interest that children 
and adults have in wildlife by providing hands-on activities 
that enhance student learning in all subject and skill 
areas. 

http://projectwild.org/ 

 

http://myfwc.com/education/educators/project-wild/
http://projectwild.org/


Schoolyard Wildlife & Ecosystems 

 

 The Schoolyard Wildlife Project is 
an environmental education 
program that can teach adult 
educators of  K-12 students how 
to turn school grounds into an 
effective outdoors classroom.  

 

http://myfwc.com/education/educators/schoolyard-wildlife/ 

 

 

 The Schoolyard Wildlife's resources help teachers to incorporate Florida's 
natural history into their curricula to teach environmental awareness, 
problem-solving, basic biology and ecological principles. 

 

http://myfwc.com/education/educators/schoolyard-wildlife/
http://myfwc.com/education/educators/schoolyard-wildlife/
http://myfwc.com/education/educators/schoolyard-wildlife/
http://myfwc.com/education/educators/schoolyard-wildlife/


Schoolyard Wildlife & Ecosystems 

http://myfwc.com/education/educators/schoolyard-wildlife/ 

 

 
 The Schoolyard Wildlife 

Program offers two types of 
hands-on, interactive, one-
day workshops:  
 
  Schoolyard Activities & Ecology  
  Schoolyard Ecosystems 

 

http://myfwc.com/education/educators/schoolyard-wildlife/
http://myfwc.com/education/educators/schoolyard-wildlife/


                                      Project WET 
                    (Water Education for Teachers) 

Project WET is  
 An exciting interdisciplinary water 

education program for Florida's 
teachers 
 

  Easy to integrate into pre-existing 
programs, lesson plans, & curricula 
 

 Activities for K-12 are 
interdisciplinary & cover a wide 
range of subject matters 
 

 Activities undergoing correlation to 
Common Core Standards! 

http://projectwet.org/ 

 

http://www.projectwet.org/
http://projectwet.org/


                                      Project WET 
                    (Water Education for Teachers) 

 Correlation to Common Core Standards 

http://www.projectwet.org/


Healthy Water  
Healthy People 

 

Healthy Water, Healthy People helps: 
 
 

  Schools to start up a water quality monitoring  
     program (6-12th grade) 
 
  Promote stewardship while raising awareness  
     & understanding of water quality topics &  
     issues  

http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/ 

 

 
  Demonstrate - 

   Existing relationship between water  
       quality and human and environmental    
       health. 
  
   Critical water quality topics in simple,  

               understandable ways.  

http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://store.projectwet.org/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/800x600/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/h/e/healthy-water-healthy-people-ed-guide_1.jpg


       How to Find Workshops 

1. Email or call us directly to request one or 
 

2. Enroll in an existing workshop 
 Eventbrite http://depcharterschoolsworkshops.eventbrite.com/ 
 

 

 School Contacts, Emails, & Flyers  
 

 

http://depcharterschoolsworkshops.eventbrite.com/


Workshop Details 

What we need from you: 
 At least 15 teachers 

attending training 
 Options 

  Main contact person 
 Location or host site 
 Dates to hold trainings 

 6 hour vs half day 
 

 What we provide: 

What we provide: 
 Trained facilitators 
 Flexible scheduling 
 Workshop materials and 

resources 
 Lesson planning 

assistance 
 In-service coordination 
 Our time 

 
Tell us your needs!! 

 



  Workshop Details 

Deadline for opportunity ends December 31st 
Grant ends January 1st 
Registration will be taken for Spring; HOWEVER, 

ability to deliver workshop depended on grant 
status 

 Interested, but need information? Email us! 
 Jackie Zimmerman 

• jacquelyn.a.zimmerman@dep.state.fl.us 
• Or call us at (850) 245-2145 

 

mailto:jacquelyn.a.zimmerman@dep.state.fl.us
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